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T  O 

That  little  Flock,  the  Church  of  Chrlft 
at  Bury,  over  which  (I  humbly  truft) 
the  Holy  Ghoft  hath  made  me  Over- 
feer^  though  I  am  nothing. 


Dearly  Belo^jed  in  the  Lord,  and  longed  for, 

O  have  a  place  and  name  in  the 
^  -p  ^  houfe  of  God,  to  have  a  nail  in 

IS-*.  teemed,  as  it  really  is,  no  fmall 
privilege.  And  not  only  to  worlhip  in  his 
temple,  but  to  be  his  temple  and  habitation  ; 
not  only  to  dwell  in  his  houfe,  but  to  be  as 
lively  ftones,  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe,  an 
holy  priefthood  to  God,  by  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
this  is  an  honour  and  peculiar  favour  vouch- 
fifed  not  to  all,  but  to  lome  only,  who  are 
called  into  the  fellowfliip  of  his  Son  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  are  the  workmanfhip  of  his 
holy  Spirit.  “  Among  whom  are  ye  alfo, 
the  called  of  Jefus  Chrift,”  Rom.  i.  6.  Of 
thefe  the  pfalmift  faith,  “  Blefled  are  they 
that  dwell  in  thy  houfe ;  they  will  be  ftill 
praifing  thee.  Selah.”  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  4.  Zion 
has  the  promife  of  the  divine  prefence  *,  there 
God  will  dwell ;  there  Chrift  will  meet  his 
people,  and  blefs  them  ;  there  are  the  lively 
oracles  difpenfed  ;  and  out  of  Zion  ftiall  go 
forth  the  law,  the  glorious  gofpel  foundeth 
forth  in  the  churches.  Thefe  are  the  gardens 
in  which  our  Lord  ever  loves  to  walk.  Thefe 
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are  taken  out  of  the  world,  and  are  his  5n- 
clofures,  fenced  in  by  his  love  and  care,  by 
his  Jaws,  and  facred  immunities  beftowed  on 
them.  And  as  he  hath  given  his  word  to 
be  difpenfed  in  Zion,  for  gathering  in  a 
people  to  his  name,  and  building  up  thofe 
who  are  gathered  :  fo  alfo  his  iacraments,  to 
be  the  figns  and  feals  of  his  covenant  with  us 
that  as  Vv^e  are  fir  ft  devoted  to  the  fervice  of 
our  great  Lord,  and  engaged  for  him,  vvhofe 
name,  as  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  is  named 
upon  us  in  baptifm  :  fo  we  might  again  and 
again  be  owning  cur  covenant-relation,  be 
renewing  our  covenant-engagements,  and 
be  nouriflaed  from  time  to  time,  by  that 
holy  ordinance  the  Lord’s  Supper,  wherein 
Chrift  the  fqod  of  our  fouls,  is  fet  before  us. 

Howbeit,  my  brethren,  reft  not  in  thefe 
your  privileges,  however  great ;  nor  in  your 
duties  of  church-relation  and  worfliip,  but 
in  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  great 
Redeemer;  and  be  preffing  on  unto  perfec« 
tion,  reaching  after  the  communion  of  his 
upper  houfe.  Every  church  of  Chrift  rightly 
conftituted,  is  the  image  of  the  church  invi- 
fible,  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift  :  and  as 
it  is  fo  by  inftitution  and  privilege  ^  fo  it 
ought  to  be  fo  in  purity  and  holinefs,  blame- 
lefs  and  harmlefs,  the  fons  of  God  without 
rebuke — holding  forth  the  word  of  life,” 
Phil.  ii.  15,  16.  When  1  confider  church- 
fellowfhip,  and  the  materials  of  Chrift’s 
houfe,  in  the  abftrad  idea  of  them,  an  holy 

people. 
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people,  feprated  from  the  world,  not  re¬ 
garding  things  below,  but  aipiring  after  hea¬ 
venly  things,  walking  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord  blamdefs  ;  O  what  high  and  lofty 
thoughts  doth  this  raife  of  fuch  a  fellowHiip, 
of  fuch  a  people,  and  fuch  privileges  !  But 
M'hen  I  coniider  them  in  the  concrete,  and 
what  we  do  really  attain  unto,  and  what  our 
walk  really  is,  as  a  mixture  of  wile  and 
foolilh  virgins,  as  but  a  vifible  church,  a 
profeffing  people,  and  every  believer  as  two 
men,  an  old  man  and  a  new  :  how  is  the  high 
idea  abafed  i  What  allowances  muft  we  make ! 
What  abatements  from  thofewonderful  things, 
that  are  fpoken  of  faints  and  churches  !  How 
tarOiortdo  v,fe  fall!  And  (to our  fhame)  what 
do  we  more  than  others?  Lord!  Help  and  heal 
thy  people.  The  prefent  date  of  churches 
and  chriflians  is  not  what  we  afpire  after  ;  we 
are  yet  in  via,  in  the  way  ;  and  but  in  a  (late 
of  preparation  (tho’  not  merely  of  probation) 
for  the  purity  and  glory  of  the  New  Jerufa- 

lem,  making  our  way  thro’  this  world  to 
the  heavenly  Canaan. 

All  things,  my  beloved,  are  yours,  whe¬ 
ther  Paul,  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  Cfr.  The 
minifters  of  Chrift  are  in  the  inventory  of 
your  good  things.  And  all  things  are  for 
your  lakes,  whether  we  are  afflifled,  or 
tempted,  or  live  or  die,  2  Cor.  iv.  i  J 
fpeak  of  a  common  privilege  to  all  the 
churches  and  believers  in  Chrift.  But  in  a 
fpecial  manner,  I  reckon  my  ftrength,  my 
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time  and  labours,  to  be  yours,  as  a  particu¬ 
lar  church.  And  as  thefe  are  for  your  fakes, 
fo  may  they  be  for  your  great  benent,  chat 
the  abundant  grace  might,  through  the 
thankfgiving  of  many,  redound  to  the  glory 
of  God,  viz.  in  that  day,  when  God  fhall 
raife  up  us  his  minifters  by  Jefus,  and  pre- 
fent  us  with  you.*’ 

Among  my  other  labours,  thefe  following 
meditations  are  your  due  in  the  firft  place  ^ 
as  having  been  delivered  among  you,  at  fe- 
veral  times,  efpecially  from  p.  21.  at  the 
table  of  our  Lord  •,  and  as  thofe  which,  I 
hope,  may  be  of  future  advantage,  through 
the  bleffing  of  the  Spirit.  And  forafmuch 
as  the  fubjedt  is  of  general  concernment  to 
all  churches,  and  their  feveral  members,  I 
hope  it  may  find  acceptance  among  thofe, 
who  have  tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,” 
•who  have  known  his  dying  love,  and  do  often 
folcmnize  the  memory  of  his  death  in  his 
fupper.  I  know,  that  others  have  laboured 
well,  and  with  good  fuccefs,  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  :  and  who  am  I,  to  oring  my  mite  to 
the  Lord’s  treafury,  after  the  abundance  that 
has  been  call  in  ?  butfomefhortermeditations, 
diredtlv  to  the  occafion  of  communicating, 
and  adapted  to  ftir  up  fuitable  affedions 
therein,  feemed  to  me  fomething  necefiary 
flill  :  in  which,  how  I  have  fucceeded,  is  left 
to  the  judgment  ot  others.  Love  to  Chrift,  I 
truft,  through  grace,  hath  didated  fomie  part 
of  thefe  CQmpofures ;  and  if  they  may  affilt 
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the  love  of  others  to  him,  who  is  altogether 
lovely,  I  have  my  end.  ° 

And  you,  my  beloved  hearers,  though 
not  walking  in  church-communion,  nor 
partaking  with  us  at  the  Lord’s  table,  I  long 
after  you  greatly,  to  fee  you  hewn  and  Vis¬ 
ing  ftones  fitted  for  the  building.  .  Some  of 
you,  I  doubt  not,  have  tailed  that  love  of 
Chrill  which  pafleth  knowledge  ;  .and  hope 
thefe  papers  may,  one  day,  be  of  ufe  to 
you,  as  eating  the  lame  fpiritual  bread,  and 
drinking  the  fame  cup,  with  us.  And  lor 
others,  the  Lord  help  you  to  confider,  you 
muH,  one  day  know  the  gofpel  hath  been 
pre.;ched  to  you  ;  and  O  that  you  alfo  may 
know  the  joyful  found,  and  blefs  God  for 
the  treafure  committed  to  an  earthen  veffel, 
that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  day  of  Chrill,  that 
I  have  not  run  in  vain,  with  relpeft,  if  it 

may  be,  to  any  of  you  that  attend  on  my 
minillry  1  ^ 

The  contents  will  lliew  the  method  of 
this  work,  and  the  heads  I  go  upon.  My 
thoughts  inlarged  beyond  my  fiift  defign, 
and  I  loon  found  it  w'as  poflible  to  brin*^  the 
whole  compafs  of  gofpel-doftrine  into° this 
lubjefl  ;  but  I  approve  not  fuch  a  way  of 
handling  any  text  or  fubjedl  of  difeourfe. 
The  reader  will  do  well  to  read  through  the 
following  Iheets  :  but  my  delign  hath°been, 
and  rny  advice  is,  that,  to  furnifli  medita¬ 
tion  for  communicating  at  the  Lord’s  table, 
he  read  one  chapter,  or  one  meditation  only’ 
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at  once,  and  fix  and  inlarge  upon  it  in  his  own 
thoughts  and  contemplations.  For  alas ! 
we  have  narrow  veffels,  and  cannot  take  in 
all  things  at  once,  and  are  apt  to  tire  in  fol¬ 
lowing  any  one  point  fomewhat  far. 

Dwell  much,  my  brethren,  upon  the  me¬ 
ditation  of  the  perfon  and  love  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  Heb.  iii.  i.  ‘‘  Confider  the 
Apoftle  and  high-priefl  of  our  profelTion, 
&cd'  confider  him  in  the  glory  and  perfec¬ 
tion  of  his  priefthcod  ;  and  how  vaft  an  idea 
doth  this  give  us  of  him  !  that  the  God  of 
heaven  came  down  on  mount  Sinai,  and 
there  inftitutes  a  frame  of  worfhip  great  and 
folemn,commandsatabernacle  to  be  reared  up, 
an  altar  to  be  built,  and  daily  facrificesoffered, 
till  the  times  of  reformation.  Now  what 
means  all  this  folemnity,  all  this_  fhew,  all 
thefe  ordinances  of  divine  worfhip  ^  With 
what  folemnity  is  the  tabernacle  let  up  and 
anointed  (Exod.  xL)  and  Aaron  and  his  fons 
initiated  and  confecratcd  (Lev.  viii.)  and  the 
altar  itfelf  dedicated  ?  (Numb,  vii.)  And 
afterwards,  what  more  magnificent  than  the 
building  of  the  temple  by  Solomon,  or  more 
folemn  than  the  dedication  of  it,  i  Kings, 
chap.  vi.  and  viii.  When  thefe  things 
were  thus  ordained,”  the  priefts  always  at¬ 
tended,  accomplifhing  the  fervice.of  God; 
and  this  worlliip  endured  about  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  years.  Now  it  was  not  for  the  lake  of 
the  priefts  that  miniftred,  nor  of  the  worfhip 

performed  by  them^  but  to  hold  forth  and 
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lead  unto  the  one  high-prieft,  and  one  facri- 
fice  of  Jcfus  Chrift ;  who,  by  one  offer¬ 
ing,  hath  perfedted  for  ever  them  that  are 
iandtified,”  Heb.  x.  14.  All  that  glory  is 
Iwallowed  up  of  a  fuperior  glory  ;  and  the 
prieflhood  given  up  to  him  who  came  in 
meannels  and  humiliation,  who  Vv'as  put  to 
oeath  by  means  of  thofe  priefts,  who,  by 
his  favour,  miniftred  at  the  altar. 

And  not  only  fb,  but  the  glory  of  this 
new  creation  outffines  the  glory  of  the 
And  io  great  is  this  marvellous  work 
of  our  redemption,  that  God  himfelf  fays. 

Do  not  remember  the  former  things,  nor 
confider  the  things  of  old.”  And  why  fo  ? 
It  follows,  Behold,  I  will  do  a  new  thing, 
&c.  Ifa,  xliii.  18,  19.  it  is  imperative  in 
V.  18.  and  means,  that  in  comparifon  of  his 
new  works,  wrought  by  Chrift,  the  former 
fliould  be  forgotten.  When  we  therefore 
remember  the  Lord’s  death,  we  muft  look 

upon  it  as  the  chief  or  the  ways  and  works 
of  God. 

The  Lord’s-day  is  for  the  commemoration 
of  the  Lord’s  death,  that  when  we  teftify  and 
confefs  ourfelves  the  fervants  of  the  moft 
high  God,  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  by 
keeping  holy  to  him  a  feventh  part  of  time; 
we  teftify  and  profefs  ourfelves  the  fervants 
of  the  great  Redeemer,  by  keeping  holy  to 
him  his  day,  the  firft  day  of  the  week.  For 
he  alfo  hath  ceafed  from  his  own  works,  as 
God  did  from  his. 
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To  conclude  :  let  me  befeech  you,  bre¬ 
thren,  to  confider  and  improve  your  relation 
and  engagement  to  each  other  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus,  and  the  folemn  engagements  that  the 
Lord’s  Supper  lays  you  under  thereunto. 
Love,  reprove,  exhort,  and  comfort  one 
another,  as  thofe  that  eat  the  fame  fpiritual 
bread,  and  drink  the  ilime  fpiritual  drink  •,’* 
the  flelh  and  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Our  God  hath  given  us  reft  and  liberty, 
under  a  wife,  juft,  and  good  king,  who 
judges  THE  Toleration  of  Protestant 
Dissenters  to  be  agreeable  to  Chri¬ 
stina  Charity,  and  nece.sSary  to 
THE  Riches  and  Trade  of  the  King¬ 
dom.  Bleffed  be  God,  who  hath  heard  the 
prayers  of  his  people,  and  hath  “  put  fuch  a 
thing  as  this  in  the  king’s  heart !”  Let  us 
ftudy  what  returns  we  may  make  unto  God, 
and  to  the  glorious  inftrument  of  our  new 
deliverance. 

Pray  for  me,  that  I  may  not  want  the  di¬ 
vine  prefence  and  blefling  in  my  Lord’s  work  *, 
that  he  who  hath  fown,  and  they  who  reap, 
may,  one  day,  rejdice  together  *,  which,  that 
it  may  be  fo,  is  the  earneft  prayer  of 

Tour  unworthy  Pajlor^  and 
Ir other  in  the  Lcrdy 
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MEDITATIONS 

Suited  to  the  Occasion,  of 

BREAKING  BREAD. 

PART  I. 

Containing  brief  Difcourfes  on  certain  Por¬ 
tions  of  Scripture. 

CHAP.  L 

0/  Examination  for  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

holy  apoftle  Paul,  wridnn-  to  a 
T  ^  ci‘'’J''‘-'h  of  Chriit,  when  he  came  par- 

to  feat  of  this  ordinance, 
lays  down  this  rule,  i  Cor.  xi.  28 
“  Put  let  a  man  examine  himfeif,  and  fo  let  him 
eat  of  that  bread,  and  drink  of  that  cup.”  Now 
there  are  two  things  principally  of  which  we  are 
to  examine  ourfelves. 

I.  Of  our  Hate. 

II.  Of  our  prefeiit  frame. 

I.  Of  our  ftate  God-ward.  Whether  we  arc 
in  a  Itate  of  grace  and  of  fpiritual  life  ?  Whether 
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we  are  regenerate  and  new-born,  and  To  paffed  from 
death  to  life  ?  How  weighty  and  folemn  is  this 
inquiry!  Now  here  let  me  advertife  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  work,  that  they  who  are  not  in  a 
ftate  of  grace,  can  receive  no  fpiritual  good  or 
advantage  by  this  ordinance,  nor  fliall  it  profit 
them  at  all.  The  reafon  is,  becaufe  it  is  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  nourifhment  of  fpiritual  life,  and  the 
increafe  of  grace,  and  is  therefore  adminiflred  as 
the  fpiritual  food  of  our  fouls.  But  how  can  fpi¬ 
ritual  life  be  nourifhed  where  it  is  not  begun,  or 
grace  increafed  where  it  is  not  wrought  ?  They 
were  his  difciples  to  whom  Chrift  adminiftred,  and 
they  were  ^Tandti  bed  in  Chrift  Jefus,”  and ‘^called 
to  be  faints,”  to  whom  the  Apoftle  is  writing 
here,  chap.  i.ii.  Hence  that  preaching  or  writing 
is  not  to  be  approved,  that  puts  and  preftes  men 
upon  a  receiving  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  who  are 
profeflbrs  only  at  large,  and  have  not  known  a 
new-birth.  Some  there  are  who  anfwer  that  ob- 
jedfion,  I  am  not  fit,  I  am  not  prepared,  to  this 
purpofe.  If  it  is  a  fin  to  come,  it  is  a  greater  fin 
to  negledt  fo  known  a  duty.  I  fay,  it  is  not  an 
immediate  duty.  It  is  not  their  duty,  in  their 
prefcnt  ftate,  if  they  are  not  fit ;  but  rather  their 
duty  to  forbear,  and  wait  to  be  made  meet  for 
the  kingdom  of  grace  here,  and  of  glory  here¬ 
after.  They  cannot  anfwer  the  ends  of  this  holy 
folemnity,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  come. 
Nor  may  this  childrens  bread,  be  given  to  dogs. 
Befides,  it  is  againft  this  very  text,  which  I  am 
fpeaking  to  :  for  to  what  purpofe  is  felf-exami- 
nation,  if  they  ought  to  come  whether  they  are 
fitted  for  this  ordinance  or  no  I 
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the  Lord's  Supper,  ^ 

There  are  two  things  required  in  order  to  a 
participation  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Partaker  of  the  things  fignified. 
J  hat  he  knows  “  the  power  of  his  refurreaion, 
the  fellowfliip  of  his  fufFerings,  and  be  conform- 

^®ath.”  And  fo  be  enabled  to  “  difcern 
the  Lord’s  body.”  ‘-‘icern 

2.  That  he  be  in  the  church.  Ameo'.berin  full 
wmrnunion  with  fame  particular  church  ofChriif 
1  he  former  gives  a  remote  right,  and  this  an  im¬ 
mediate  right  to  this  ordinance.  The  Apoftle  is 

cJlW  i  ?’  u  "Pj  '•  "•  particular  church, 
called  and  ga^ered  out  of  the  world.  Corinth 

was  a  city  of  Greece,  famous  for  trade  and  riches 

mfamous  for  plays  celebrated  to  Neptune,  and  oii 

the  ‘'r  ^  ^^^elTcd  Corinth 

imin^"  i  Ifthmus,  famous  for 

IT  1  addiaed  to  idolatry,  ur- 

■  unded  luft,  and  drunkennefs.  See  Du  Veil  on 
Ac  s  xviii.  I.  The  ApoflJe  tells  them  and  a? 
peals  to  themfdves  in  it,  chap.  xii.  2.  “  Ye  know 
at  ye  vvere  Gentiles,  carried  aw.ay  unto  thef* 
-lumb  Idols,  even  as  ye  were  led.”  Amon!  tbef^ 

Tf  Sf  fP'!  in  "hf  c  "r 

n.  the  „f  .hcL^rd  J.r„,  A’a.tvlii':  8  _ ‘f 

Lut  .i!  me  city  were  not  converted.  Therefore 

he  faith,  the  church  at  Corinth  wz  thA  , 

gathered  out  from  the  reft  be  nt’ca  L 
t^fied,  and  embody ’d  in  a  cl  JLn 

urth,  and  as  a  church,  that  did  partaklof  the 

y  ^  Lord’s 
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Lord’s  Supper,  chap.  xi.  i8,  20,  22.  ^  Now  this 
is  a  common  miftake  among  chriftlans,  they 
think  that  church  communion  is  for  this  ordi¬ 
nance  ^  when  this  and  other  ordinances  are  for 
church  communion.  They  come  and  fay,  they 
would  partake  of  the  Lord  s  Supper.  That  may 
be  a  good  and  gracious  defire.  But  they  fhould 
defire  communion  with  the  church  in  all  ordinan¬ 
ces,  and  look  upon  church  relation,  and  church 
communion,  as  a  precious  ordinance,  even  though 
there  were  not  the  Lord’s  Supper,  for  want  of  a 
pallor,  or  the  like,  to  be  adminiftred.^  Nor 
have  they  a  right  to  the  Lord’s  Supper  till  they 
are  hrfl  members,  Adis  ii.  41,  4^*  _  Then,  O 
believer,  when  thou  haft  given  the  evidences  of  a 
new-birth,  and  art  laid  as  a  living  ftone  in  the 
fpiritual  building,  who  can  forbid  thee  to  come 
and  partake  in  the  privileges  of  Chrift’s  houfe. 

I  would  not  be  mifunderftood,  and  tnerefore  I 
add  I.  That  it  is  a  very  incumbent  duty  upon 
all  gracious  fouls,  upon  all^  that  have  tafted 
the  Lord  is  gracious,”  to  join  themfelves  in  fel- 
lowftip  with  fome  church  of  Chrift.  And  it  is 
the  duty  alfo  of  churches  to  receive  them  that  are 
weak  in  the  Faith,  as  well  as  them  that  are 
ftrong,  and  not  to  defpife  the  day  of  fmali 
thinas.”  2.  That  it  is  a  very  incumbent  and  im- 
medfate  duty  upon  every  church-member,  ordi¬ 
narily,  to  commemoiate  the  fuftenngs  of  Lnriit, 
in  this.holy  ordinance  of  his  Supper ;  and  to  look 
upon  themfelves  under  that  great  comman^ 
This  do  in  remembrance  of  me.  A  negledt 
in  either  of  thefe  is  very  finful.  The  Lord  lay 
it  upon  the  confciences  of  ail  that  truly  love  him. 


the  Lord' s  Supper,  ^ 

■  Howbeit,  we  lay  not  the  ftrefs  of  falvatlon 
upon  any  outward  ordinance  whatfoever.  Souls 
may  e  iaved,  and  all  true  believers  lliall  be  fo, 
whether  they  ever  have  communion  with  a  vifible 

T  '  o  they  ever  receive  the 

*  biipper,  or  no.  And  on  the  other  har.d, 
cliurc  -members  and  communicants  that  are  not 
true  believers,  fliall  periflj  at  laft.  “  Have  We 
not  eat  and  drank,”  fay  they,  »  in  thy  prefeiice  ?” 

e  ground  of  this  is,  that  it  is  by  a  vital  union, 
with,  and  relation  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrilf, 
t^Iut  we  partake  of  his  faving  benefits  ;  and  every 
louj  might  to  have  that  vital  union  and  relation, 
Ju  judgment  of  charity,  before  he  is  added  to 

^  "•  47-  “  The  Lord 

added  favedones  “  to  the  church  dai- 

'■en^^ered.  Rev.  xxi.  24.  «  The 
natmns  of  the  faved.”  Compare  i  Cor.  ni8. 

Lo  us  who  are  laved  it  is  the  power  of  God, 

u-  i  ‘o  them  that  believe  ;i’ 

“*^‘0  ‘hem  which 

onL  Corinthians  called 

ones,  before  theywereachurchof  Chrift  .?  and  of 

thefe  faved  called  ones,  that  church  was  formed, 
ifemg  called  they  were  already  in  a  Rate  of  fal¬ 
vatlon,  from  which  they  fhould  not  fall,  but  per- 
fbv^ere  unto  eternal  life.  . 

II.  We  are  to  examine  ourfelves  of  our  pre- 
fent  frame.  Whether  there  is  a  fuitable  frame 
and  difpofition  of  heart  for  the  Lord’s  Supper  ? 

1  his  point  ^felf-exammation  is  not  to  be  ^ear¬ 
ned  fo,  as  if  believers  were  ever,  and  every  time, 
to  be  inquiring  about  their  Rate  and  their  rktiorl 
to  Chrifl  j  at  leaR,  if  that  fhould  fuppofe  that 

^  3  they 
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they  are  to  doubt  it,  and  to  ca'll  it  into  queftion. 
True  believers  are  not  to  examine  .themfelves 
concerning  their  Hate,  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of 
uncertainty  to  them,  although  in  fadf  it  is  often 
fo  to  their  apprehenfion.  This  were  to  bring  up 
the  popifh  dodlrine  of  doubts  and  uncertainty  ot 
our  falvation.  Do  we  always  examine,  and  ne¬ 
ver  arrive  at  a  certainty  ?  Doth  it  not  fliame  thee, 
O  believer,  after  a  long  -profe/Iion,  flill  to  be  at 
uncertainty,  what  thy  prefent  ftate  is,  and  what 
thy  eternal  ftate  is  like  to  be  ?  Canid  thou  not 
yet  prove  thine  own  work,  and  make  out  that 
Chriil  is  in  thee,  that  thou  mighteft  have  rejoic¬ 
ing  in  thine  ov/n  foul  ?  There  are  feme  believers 
who  v/alk  in  the  daily  fenfe  of  God^s  love.  They 
may  look  back  upon  paft  experiences,  and  biefs 
God  for  calling  grace  :  they  may  look  over  their 
prefent  experiences,  and  fee  their  firm  truft  and 
clependance  on  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  a 
dear  Saviour.  But  to  doubt  and  queftion  their 
intereft  is  not  their  duty,  but  the  work  of  un¬ 
belief. 

It  remains  then  that  they  examine  concerning 
the  prefent  frame  and  difpofition  of  their  fouls. 
'I'hey  Ihould  look  back  to  the  laft  time  of  com¬ 
municating,  and  fee  the  workings  of  corruption 
fiuce  that  time  ;  the  inroads  which  the  temptati- 
ons  of  fatari,  of  fin,  and  of  the  world,  have 
made  upon  them  :  and  come  and  be  humbled, 
and  mourn  over  their  dying  Lord.  They  may 
fee  what  unbelieving  and  unfuitable  frames  aie 
found  with  them,  and  endeavour  to  lay  them 
afide,  and  get  them  crucified  by  faith  in  him  who 
died  for  them.  They  may  confider  their  ends  m 

coming,  and  fee  what  grace  is  in  exerede,  or 
^  whether 
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^hether  it  is  fo  or  no  :  and  prefs  after  fuch  a 
frame  as  is  fuited  to  the  great  ends  of  the  Lord’s 
o upper  ;  and  by  earnefl  prayer  try  to  engage  the 
prefence  of  Chrift  with  them,  that  when  the 
king  fits  at  his  table,  their  fpikenard  may  fend 
forth  the  fmeii  thereof. 


CHAP.  II. 

Of  preparation  for  the  Lord's  Supper. 

X  dypo.ings  j  of  the  heart  in  man,  and  the 

anfwer  of  the  tongue,  is  of  the  Lord.”  ' 

‘heir  verfion  who  read  thefe 
preparations  of  the  heart  are  of 
an  (or  in  the  power  of  man)  but  the  anfwer' 
of  the  tongue  is  from  the  Lord.”  As  if  to  fnealr 
were  not  as  much  a  natural  aft,  and  in  thepLer 
of  man  as  to  think  :  or  as  if  to  think,  or  or^Sr 
the  meditations  of  the  heart,  were  not  as  much 
of  God  as  the  anfwer  of  the  tongue,  or  orderino- 
the  words.  I  doubt  not  our  tranflatidn  reads  it 
accoiding  to  the  mind  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  I 
think,  IS  as  much,  nay  more  favour’d  by  the  ori¬ 
ginal  than  the  other;  only  I  would  fay  [for  man] 

not  th  7 r7  ^‘^^hrew  is,  but  this  alters 
imt  the  fenfe.  f  he  word  rendered  [preparations  1 

lignifies  [diipofingsj  and  orderings.  It  is  ufed 

and  7f“the^  o‘'^ering  of  armies, 

and  of  the  ordering  and  ranging  of  the  loaves 

o  propofition  or  fliew-brcad  in  the  fanauary 

^  4-  I  Sam. 
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I  Sam.  iv.  i6.  Lev.  iv.  26,  27.  It  meaneth 
then  the  putting  in  order,  and  right  difpofing  and 
guiding  of  the  inward  thoughts,  motions,  and 
frames  of  the  heart.  All  this  is  of  the  Lord. 
The  Apoftle  affures  us,  not  only  that  we  cannot 
fpeak,  but  that  we  cannot  fo  much  as  think  any 
thing  of  ourfelves.  And  the  anfwer  of  the  tongue 
is  of  the  Lord.  When  that  fo  anfwers  in  graci¬ 
ous  fpeeches  thefe  inward  gracious  difpofings,  that 
the  meditation  of  the  heart,  and  words  of  the 
mouth,  are  acceptable  to  the  Lord,”  Ffal.  xix. 
14. 

Now  preparation  alfo  is  twofold. 

I.  Habitual-  2.  Actual.  The  former  re fpedfs 
the  fiate,  the  latter  the  frame  and  difpofition  of 
the  foul  God- ward.  The  former  includes  both 
]uftilication  and  regeneration  ;  that  a  poor  foul 
"^be  found  in  Chrift,  cloathed  with  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  juftified  by  his  blood,  and  fo  accepted  of 
God  in  that  beloved,  fcr  that  is  the  whole  ground 
of  our  acceptance  :  and  again,  that  he  be  renewed 
and  fancfified  by  thefpirit  of  God,  cleanfed  from 
the  detilement  and  pollution  of  fin,  lo  that  he 
doth  not  love  it,  nor  live  in  it,  doth  not  ferve  nor 
obey  it  in  the  luRs  of  it.  And  that  there  be 
contrary  principles  of  grace  and  holinefs  fixed 
and  fet  up  in  the  heart the  fpirit  himfelf  dwell- 
injj  in  him,  with  his  blefied  train,  thofe  fruits  of 
the  fpirit,  which  are  love,  joy,  peace,  long-lut- 
ferins:,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith,  meeknefs, 
temperance. 

Actual  preparation  refpects  efpecially  the  exer- 

cife  of  grace.  That  thofe  graces  of  the  holy 

fpirit  be^not  altogether  obfrrudled  and  hindered  m 

fheir  exercife,  by  the  prevalence  of  any  lufL  by 

finful 
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/jnful  frames,  or  by  the  cares  and  concerns  of 
life,  but  that  there  be  the  going  forth  of  the 
foul  jn  f^aith  repentance,  joy,  Jove,  hope,  and 
Aich-JjJce.  For  then  it  is  that  our  “  fpices  flow 

forth,  and  our  beloved  comes  and  takes  of  his 
pJeafant  fruits.” 

Now  both  thefe  preparations  are  of  the  Lord, 
s  in  the  text,  and  2  Chron.  xxix.  36.  at  that 
great  celebration  of  tlie  pafibver  by  good  Heze- 
kiah.  We  read  ‘‘  feekiah  rejoiced,  and  all 
the  people,  that  God  had  prepared  the  people 
for  the  thing  was  done  fuddenly.”  The  mean! 
ing  is,  that  God  had  inclined  and  difpofed  them 
for  the  work,  and  aflifled  them  in  the  perform- 

fuitab’e  Iff  and  other 

ui^biC  afredliODs,  for  fo  great  a  work 

hut  under  the  gofpel  we  do  not  need'thofe  nre- 
parations,  by  waftings,  and  purifyings,  and 

le  law.  1  he  gofpel  makes  Sorter  woik,  and 
requires  fomething  more  fpiritual,  viz.  the  facri- 

ncing  o  oor  fhe  offering  up  of  our 

fouls  to  God  in  flames  of  Jove. 

aucry  Do  we  not  then  nek  days  of  prepa- 
ration  .?  I  anfwer  ;  we  may  eafi-ly  lonceL  L 
legally  of  fuch  days.  When  we  think  our  pre¬ 
paration  depends  on  them,  as  if  we  were  then 
prepared  when  we  have  kept  fuch  a  day,  and  gone 
through  the^fervices  thereof,  or  as  if  we  were 
not  prepared  without  it.  Thefe  are  Isj^al  and 
carnal  thoughts,  and  carry  us  off  from  tme  eofr 
pel-preparation.  I  fay  then,  ® 

I.  Men  may  be  far  from  preparation,  who 
have  kept  a  day  or  days,  in  whatever  exercifes 
of  religion,  whether  publick  or  private.  Naj 

5  perhaps 
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perhaps  they  are  not  a  whit  the  nearer,  as  to  their 
Hate  or  frame.  How  eafy  were  it  to  be  prepared, 
if  this  would  do  !  I  would  not  infinuate,  that  all 
who  keep  a  day  do  imagine  that  lufhcient  ^  but 
to  inftru61:  the  ignorant,  and  to  warn  any  from 
taking  up  here. 

2.  A  true  believer  may  be  truly  prepared  with¬ 
out  any  of  thefe  preparatory  exercifes.  1  he 
primitive  chriftians,  in  all  likelihood,  brake  bread 
every  fabbath-day,  and  perhaps  ottener.  But 
though  no  doubt  they  fometimes  met  on  other 
days,  yet  it  doth  not  appear  that  they  did  fo  in 
any  Hated  way  ;  for  if  that  had  been  intended, 
there  would  have  needed  an  inftitution  of  every 
fifth,  or  fixth,  or  feventh  day,  as  a  preparation- 
day.  But  all  we  find  is,  that  they  Vv^crc 
converted,  and  added  to  the  church,  and  then 
continued  in  the  Apoflles  do6lrine  and  fellow- 
£hip,  and  breaking  of  bread  and  prayers.” 

Of  preparation-days  we  find  nothing,  much 
lefs  a  whole  week’s  preparatory  devotions,  and  a 
long  roll  of  diredlions,  how  they  were  to  walk 
before,  how  they  tvere  to  walk  after  ;  which  tacitly 
fuggefls,  that  intermediate  time  (if  there  is  any) 
may  be  palTed  at  a  larger  and  loofer  rate.  But  who 
fees  not,  that  all  time  is  either  what  goes  before 
or  follows  after  ;  and  then  fuch  direftions  amount 
to  no  more,  than  how  we  ought  to  walk  with 
God  all  our  days,  v/hich  fhould  be  without 
fear,  in  holinefs,  and  righteoufnefs  before  him 
all  the  days  of  our  lives,”  Luke  i.  74* 

A  true  believer  is  always  habitually  prepared  , 
that  is,  he  is  ready,  he  is  worthy  in  a  gofpel- 

fenfe,  tie  has  that  faith  and  love,  that  fear  and 

hatred 
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hatred  that  joy  and  peace,  or  at  leaft  that 

ope  in  Chrift,  that  in  the  main  difpofe  him  for 
vs  great  work.  Do  you  not  upbraid  yourfelves 
^_^ith  a  very  unbecoming  walk,'  who  think  you 
cannot  be  prepared  without  fome  days  notice  ? 

th^r-^v^rT  the  fpirit  of  adoption, 

j  pP’j*  °  ®  •  Have  you  not  learned  to  come 

father,  and  to  draw  near  with  bold- 

the  t  mS'  'he  veil  of 

temple  rent,  and*  the  way  into  the  holieft 

made  mamfeft  ?  What  are  you  doing  in  the  tS 

Aie  you  not  ferving  God  in  your'families,  ani 

if  done  ?  There  are  good  works. 

If  done  m  faith.  But  more  than  that,  do  you 

fus  hve  upon  Je- 

with  the  f  nam'e,  and  converfe 

Sul?  J  u  “Sh  him  r  It  is  hi^h  time  you 
W  me af?  '^^^herwife.  Nay  this^^ou  do,^  in 
I  fell  ^  I  y®"  pto^efs  to  be. 

fpiri tu  -S’  L  have  your 

an^in  1 1  1  ’  yourfelves  in  Chrift, 

vour  dav  ^  "a'  ?  'he  end  of 

noJ  at  all'to  T  f  '^“h  God,  as 

eft  goC.?i  '°.''™'gh  to  him  in  .the  great- 

,?  i  r?  '  hut  at  all  times  to  come 

of  faith,”  Heb.  X.  22.  ^  aflurance 

Objea.  But  I  ought  not  to  come  reeking  out 
of  the  world  to  fuch  a  folemnity. 

come  Shh  ‘he  world  is  to 

come  with  covetous,  carnal,  worldly  frames 

fe'ml  r:  "r  "r  ?  ">  “-e  ?om 

p  JOti  m  thy  lawful  occaftons,  and  walk- 

^  6  ing 
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ing  with  him  in  obeying  his  commands,  Six 
days  flialt  thou  labour  to  obey  his  command, 
Th  is  do  in  remembrance  of  me  f  is  nothing 
blame-worthy. 

Yet  in  all  this,  I  intend  nothing  againft  church- 
affemblies,  as  at  other  times,  and  on  other  occa- 
fions,  fo  on  this  occafion  ;  I  mean  on  Tome  week¬ 
day  before  breaking  of  bread,  and  that  with  a 
ipecial  regard  to  the  work  of  the  approaching 
fabbath  ;  feeing  the  ordinary  praclicc  of  break¬ 
ing  bread  is  not  every  Lord’s-day,  nor  can  well 
be  attained  in  the  prefent  ftate  ot  things.  Such 
days,  kept  in  prayer  and  preaching  fuitable  to  the 
occafion,  have  been  found  of  ufe,  and  ought  to 
be  attended,  by  all  that  conveniently  can.  This 
we  conftantly  pradlife,  and  perhaps  all  the  church¬ 
es.  But  1  fpeak  for  the  fake  of  thofe,  who  at 
fuch  times  are  abfent ;  and  thofe  who  may  not 
know  the  time  of  breaking  bread,  till  on  the 
Lord’s-day,  they  find  it  is  a  part  of  the  prelent 
work  ;  and  thofe  who  in  journeying  are  provi¬ 
dentially  with  other  churches  ;  and  that  none 
mio-ht  lay  the  ftrefs  of  their  preparation  in  fome 
foregoing  religious  exercifes.  Such  chriHians  as 
I  have  mentioned  may  and  ought  to  communi¬ 
cate,  and  t©  reckon  themfelves  prepared  for  the 
v/ork,  by  virtue  of  their  relation  to  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrilf,  and  to  his  people.  But  when  the 
time  is  known  and  fixed  by  church-agreement, 
believers  may  and  ought  to  diredt  their  meditati¬ 
ons,  felf-examinations  and  prayers,  that  way, 
both  before  (tho’  in  their  lav/ful  occafions,)  and 
on  the  day,  when  it  is  adminiftred.  This  is  all 
1  know  of  preparation. 

For, 

\v- 
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For,  to  tell  men  that  are  not  habitually  pre¬ 
pared  (I  mean  that  are  not  converted)  they  muft 
prepare  themfelves,  is  to  tell  them,  they  muft 
convert  themfelves.  And  as  for  thofe,  who, 
when  poor  fouls  do  rightly  enough  objedf,  they 
are  not  fit  to  come  to  the  Lord’s  table,  do  tell 
them  in  a  very  flightly  manner,  they  mufi:  go 
and  make  themfelves  fit,  or  prepare  themfelves  ; 
I  fay,  they  fhev/  that  they  themfelves  know  no¬ 
thing  of  the  matter,  nor  have  part  nor  lot  therein, 
tho’  they  may  be  teachers  of  others.  Farther, 
to  tell  believers,  they  mufi:  prepare  themfelves, 
doth'not  found  altogether  fo  evangelically,  as  to 
tell  them,  they  mufi:  wait  on  God  for  heart^pre- 
paration,  that  he  would  prepare  their  hearts  to 
himfeif,  and  enable  them  to  difeern  the  Lord’s 

I  only  add,  as  to  that  preparation  which  con- 
iifis  in  right  and  gracious  frames  :  be  not  difeou- 
raged,  believer,  if  thou  doif  not  find  thy  heart  fo 
difpofed  as  thou  defirefi,  it  is  not  a  fufiicient  bar 
to  the  ordinance.  The  frame  and  temper  of  thy 
heart  may  be  changed  in  a  moment ;  and  grace 
drawn  into  exercife,  either  immediately  before, 
or  in  the  very  ordinance.  It  depends  on  a  oale 
from  heaven.  Cant.  iv.  16.  Thou  hafi:  an^en- 
Larged  frame  the  evening  before,  and  thou  hail 
lofi:  it  on  the  Lord’s-day  morning  ;  or  thy  heart 
is  enlarged  under  the  word  the  fame  day,  and 
thou  dofi  not  find  it  fo  at  the  Lord’s  table. 
Again  ;  thy  heart  was  dead  and  backward  in  all 
the  foregoing  work:  but  a  fmile  from  thy  dear 
Lord,  a  touch,  a  look  of  love  from  him,  melts 
and  overcomes  thee  at  laft,  and,  ’ere  thou  art 

aware. 
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aware,  thy  foul  makes  thee  as  the  chariots” 
of  a  willing  people.  And  if  ‘‘  it  is  not  fo,  who 
will  make  me  a  liar,  and  make  my  fpeech  nothing 
worth 
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I  Cor.  xi.  27. 


V  A 

'i 


^  f 

Wherefore,  whofoever  ifliall  eat  this  bread,  and 


drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord  unworthily,  (hall 


be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord, 
V.  29. — He  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation  to 
himfelf,  &c.” 

S  thefe  words  have  been  a  facred  fence  and 


guard  about  the  Lord’s  table,  to  keep  pro¬ 


fane  finners,  and  perfons  unworthy,  who  are 
called  chriftians,  at  a  diftance  from  this  folem- 
nity  :  fo  they  have  often  been  a  terror  to  fincere 
perfons,  who,  thro’  a  mifunderftanding  of  them, 
have  been  too  long  deterred  from  what  was  plainly 
their  duty  ;  or,  after  the  performance,  have  been 
terrified  with  fears  of  having  incurred  what  is 
here  threatened.  It  is  needful  therefore  a  little  to 
open  this  awful  portion  of  feripture. 

What  therefore  is  it  to  eat  this  bread,  and 
drink  this  cup,  unworthily  ? 

Anfw.  There  is  an  unworthinefs  of  the  per- 
fon,  and  of  the  partaking  or  receiving. 


I. 
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I.  Of  the  perfon.  As  when  fuch  an  one  is  an 
unbeliever  or  unregenerate.  And  even  here 
there  are  degrees  of  guilt.  Some  are  under  a 
common  work,  which  they  miflake  for  a  faving, 
and  fo  deceive  themfelves,  and  perhaps  don’t  aim 
at  deceiving  others.  Thefe  may  aim  at  receiving 
fome  good,  and  have  a  right  to  the  ordinance  in 

foro  ecclefiay  in  the  judgment  of  the  church. 
Others  may  intend  to  deceive,  and  defign  to  co¬ 
ver  finful  ways  by  a  profeilion,  or  leek  to  com¬ 
mend  themfelves  to  men.  Others  more  wicked 
may  fecretly  defpife  the  ordinance,  look  upon  it 
as  a  common  thing,  and  make  a  mock  of  what 
they  do.  That  there  are  fuch  degrees  of  finning, 
as  to  religious  performances,  among  the  unrege-. 
nerate,  fee  Prov.  xxi.  27.  “  The  facrihee  of 
the  wicked  is  abomination,”  how  much  more 

when  he  bringeth  it  in  wickednefs,  or  with  a 
wicked  mind  ?”  It  is  fuppofed,  that  befides  the 
natural  wickednefs  of  the  heart,  there  may  be  a 
wicked  mind,  or  farther  wickednefs,  in  bringing 
of  his  facrifice.  Some  are  guilty  only  of  the 
former,  fome  of  both  thefe.  Some  may  think  to 
make  their  peace  with  God  by  coming,  or  think 
as  the  Ifraelites  by  the  ark,  it  fhall  fave  us. 
I  Sam.  iv.  3.  It  (hall  kill  our  luffs,  chace  away 
fatan,  give  us  peace  of  confcience.  But  they  will 
fooner  or  later  fee  their  miflake,  as  the  Ifraelites 
did,  when  they  put  their  truft  in  the  ark,  though 
a  precious  ordinance  of  God,  and  the  fymbol  of 
his  prefence.  Thus  fome  may  fin  more  prefump- 
moufly,  and  others  through  ignorance. 

II.  There’s  an  unworthinefs  of  the  participa¬ 
tion.  And  this  is  twofold. 


I.  la 
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1.  In  the  inward  frame.  And  may  not  a  be¬ 
liever,  who  is  truly  lo,  be  fomewhat  guilty  here? 
Guilty  of  undue  frames,  and  fo  eat  unworthily  ? 
But  then  (mark  it)  this  doth  not  lie  in  fomething 
merely  negative  :  as,  that  grace  is  not  in  exer- 
cife  :  it  is  true,  it  ought  to  be  in  exercife  ;  but 
if  it  is  not  fo,  this  is  not  that  eating  unworthily. 

The  wind  blows”  when  and  where  it  lill- 
eth,”  and  the  exercife  of  grace  depends  on  a  gale 
of  the  fpirit.  It  lies  then  in  fomething  pofitive, 
when  there  are  finful  worldly  frames,  paf- 
ilion,  anger,  evil  concupifcencc,  carnal  defires 
and  affedions,  prevailing  in  the  heart.  Such 
frames  therefore  require  a  forbearing,  till  there 
be  a  compofure  of  fpirit  :  but  that  the  heart  be 
not  in  frame  fpiritually  (at  leaf!:,  as  to  the  fenfe 
and  apprehenfion  of  the  believer)  this  doth  not 
require  a  forbearance,  or  abilaining  from  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  For  then  perhaps  we  fhould  ftl- 
dom  be  at  the  Lord’s  table,  or  half  be  abfent,  or 
the  minifter  fail  as  well  as  others.  We  have 
ground  to  expe6l  our  Lord  will  meet  us  in  his 
ways,  Ifa.  Ixiv.  5.  And  how  oft  doth  he  come 

leaping  upon  the  mountains,  and  dipping  upon 
the  hills  ?” 

2.  In  the  outward  performance.  As  when 
perfons  talk,  or  look  about,  minding  others  more 
than  what  they  are  engaged  in,  or  fleep,  or  when 
there  is  any  irreverent  or  undue  carriage,  or  con- 
fiderable  wrong  management,  one  taking  before 
another  unduly,  or  drinking  too  largely,  as  it 
was  with  thefe  Corinthians.  In  any  of  thefe 
there  is  an  unworthy  receiving.  Tho’  the  per- 
lons  may  be  w^orthy,  yet  there  is  an  unv/orthy 

uiibe- 
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unbecoming  performance  of  fo  great  a  work,  v. 
21,  22.  one  is  hungry,  and  another  is  drunk¬ 
en,”  i.  e.  drinks  too  largely  and  plentifully  for 
fuch  a  folemnity,  that  there  is  not  fufficient  for 
others. 

.You  fee  then  the  different  ways  of  eating  and 
drinking  unworthily,  and  the  different  degrees  in 
each.  Now  comes  a  terrible  word,  He  fhall 
be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord.” 
God  looks  upon  them  as  in  his  prefence,  whether 
they  look  upon  themfelves  fo  or  no.  And  he 
will  make  them  know  they  have  to  do  with 
holy  things,  and  that  as  they  behave  and  car¬ 
ry  themfelves  in  this  ordinance,  fo  they  are 
reckoned  to  treat  the  body  and  blood  of  the 
Lord  Jefus.  But  as  there  are  degrees  of  the 
unworthinefs  already  fpoken  to,  fo  alfo  of  the 
guilt  j  he  is  guilty  either  of  profaning,  or  of  abu- 
fing,  or  of  diforderly  or  undue  ufing,  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chrift  here  fignified,  according  to 
the  degree  of  the  unworthinefs  mentioned  before 
in  eating  and  drinking.  When  not  only  perfons 
unregenerate  do  partake,  but  come  v/ith  wicked 
ends,  or  defpife  the  ordinance,  as  a  common 
thing,  without  any  awe  of  the  divine  prefence, 
it  is  a  horrid  profanation.  When  the  ordinance 
is  applied  to  other  ends  than  thofe  for  which  it 
was  appointed,  there  is  an  abufe  of  it.  When 
believers  come  with  worldly  frames,  or  are  dif¬ 
orderly  in  their  behaviours,  by  lleeping,  or  other- 
ways,  their  is  a  faulty  guilty  ufe  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Lhiift.  b  or  whatever  it  be  in  eatino 
and  drinking  that  is  mifdone  with  refpedl  to  the 
fvmbols  of  bread  and  wine  ;  it  is  reckoned  as 
done  to  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift.  For 

they 
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they  are  fo,  by  reprefentation  and  fignifica- 
tion.  As  he  that  abufes  the  pidlure  of  a 
■prince,  offers  an  affront  to  the  prince  whofe 
pi6lure  it  is  ;  fo  it  is  as  to  the  fymbols  of 
Chriffs  body  and  blood.  He  is  guilty,  q,  d. 
What !  don^t  you  know  Chrift  is  prefent  ?  don’t 
you  know  what  you  are  doing,  that  you  have  to 
do  with  holy  things,  the  body  and  blood  of  Jefus, 
tho’  not  in  corporal  prefence,  yet  in  the  meaning 
and  defign  of  the  ordinance  ? 

The  relief  is,  if  a  man  fin  againft  the  Father, 
there  is  relief  in  Chrift  for  him  ;  if  he  fin  againff 
the  Son,  there  is  relief  in  the  fpirit  for  him  :  but 
if  he  fin  that  fin  againftthe  Holy  Ghoft,  there  is 
no  other  to  relieve  him  ;  it  remaineth  therefore 
unpardonable.  This  in  the  text  is  a  fin  againft 
the  Son  :  and  theApoftle  did  not  intend  tofignify 
that  it  was  any  unpardonable  fin.  The  Jews  that 
crucified  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi,  were,  almoft  to 
the  laft  degree,  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
the  Son  of  God  ;  yet  were  pardoned  and  faved 
many  of  them.  Yet  I  deny  not,  that  a  wicked 
man,  coming  with  a  wicked  mind,  may  run  upon 
the  pikes  of  damnation,  in  profaning  of  this  or¬ 
dinance.  Therefore  (faith  the  Apoftle)  v.  28. 

Let  a  man  examine  himfelf.”  Let  him  come 
with  religion,  reverence,  ferioufnefs,  proving  his 
own  heart,  life,  and  ends,  and  approving  himfelf 
to  others  who  love  Jefus  Chriff,  v.  29.  For  he 
that  eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily,  eateth  and 
drinketh  damnation  to  himfelf,  not  difcerning  the 
Lord’s  body.” 

The  Greek  word  icpf/zit  fignifies  judgment,  pu- 
nifhment,  chaflifement.  It  is  ufed  Luke  xxiii. 
40.  P.om.  xiii.  2.  Gal.  v,  10.  where  it  is  not 
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likely  it  means  eternal  damnation,  but  punifli- 
ment,  or  fome  fentence  of  judgment.  It  is  alfo 
ufed,  Luke  xx.  47.  Rom.  iii.  8.  i  Tim.  iii.  6. 
2  Pet.  ii.  3.  where  perhaps  what  we  mean  by 
damnation  is  intended,  not  as  the  precife  fignifi- 
cation  of  the  »7ord  s  but  the,  context  fhews,  that 
no  lefs  judgment  or  punifliment  is  defigned.  In  the 
lafi:  quoted  place,  as  if  judgment,  did  not 

fully  exprefs  his  defign,  he  adds  perdition,  ctTrcd- 
hucLy  which  we  renderdamnation.  The  compound 
word  Ka^clKpiiJct  fignifies  law  condemnation,  Rom. 
V.  18.  and  is  of  a  more  rigid  and  forcible  fignihca- 
tion  in  the  verb  than  the  fimple,  Mark  xvi.  16. 
“  He  that  believeth  not,  jic^ctKpj&no-{lct/,  fhall  be 
damned,”  viz,  eternally,  which  we  fhall  find  alfo 
by-and-by  in  this  context.  I  wilh  our  tranflators 
had  not  here  rendered  it  damnation,  which  in  the 
rigid  fenfe,  is  fo  contrary  to  the  defign  of  the 
Apoftle.  For  the  fimpIe  word  [damnation]  is 
of  a  more  horrid  and  afFrightning  found  in  our 
Englifh  tongue,  than  the  compound  [condemna¬ 
tion  j]  but  it  is  the  contrary  in  the  Greek,  at  leaft 
in  this  context. 

It  is  therefore  (as  I  take  it)  judgment  either  in 
the  confcience,  or  on  the  body  by  aiHiaion,  or 
even  by  death,  that  is  intended.  He  that  eat- 
eth  and  drinketh  unworthily”  fliall  feel  fore 
fcourges  in  his  confcience,  which  may  fometimes 
cut  deep  ;  or  be  chaftened  with  afRidion  and  pain 
in  his  body.  Which  is  made  out,  v.  30.  For 
this  caufe  many  are  weak  and  fickly  among  you, 
and  many  fleep.  Here  the  Apoflle  explains  his 
ov.n  meaning.  It^was  a  church-mifcarriage  and 
liii,  and  therefore  God  made  breaches  upon  them, 
for  trifling  with  holy  things,  fomething  as  he  did 

upon 


il 
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upon  Uzzah,  2  Sam.  vi.  7.  .He  goeth  on,  v.  31. 
If  we  would  judge,  examine,  con¬ 

demn,  diflinguifli  ourfelves,  viz,  from  the 
world,  we  fhould  not,  iKpiro/x^Srf,  be  judged 
(the  fimple  verb)  with  thofe  vifitations  now 
mentioned,  V.  32.  ftp/youno/  cPi,  But  being 
judged,”  viz,  after  this  fort,  we  are  chaftened 
of  the  Lord  God  deals  v/ith  us  as  with  fons. 
Thus  he  explains  the  judgment,  v.  29.  o'ct 
)t(il<tKpiQ£fj,iv,  that  we  might  not  be  condemned 
with  the  world,”  that  is  damned,  for  we  know 
how  it  {ball  with  the  world.  So  that  the  fini- 
pie  word  [judged]  and  the  compound  [condem¬ 
ned]  are  plaitily  oppofed.  ’Tis  fo  far  then  from 
eating  and  drinking  damnation,  v.  29.  that  it  is, 
that  we  might  not  be  damned  with  the  world* 
God  hath  a  gracious  defign  in  it  towards  his  elecSI, 
and  towards  believers,  if  they  come  unworthily. 
Many  have  been  converted  after  their  having 
*  communicated  with  a  larger  fort  of  chriftians  at 
the  Lord’s  table. 

Our  tranflators,  fomething  aware  that  the  word 
[damnation]  was  too  harfh,  thought  good  to 
change  it,  v.  34.  And  if  any  man  hunger,  let 
him  eat  at  home  ;  that  ye  come  not  together  unto 
condemnation.”  It  is  >ipiy.cc,  the  fame  word  ufed, 


V.  29. 

I  hope  this  may  be  fatisfying  to  fuch  chriflians 
as  have  been  over-much  terrified  with  thefe  words 
of  the  Apoftle  ;  and  over- awed  into  a  finful  neg- 
ledl  of  their  duty.  Thofe  who  do  with  reve¬ 
rence  and  godly  fear,  approach  the  Lord’s  table, 
are  not  concerned  in  thefe  words  of  the  Apoftle, 
as  incurring  the  guilt  of  eating  and  drinking  un¬ 


worthily. 
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Scriptural  A^editations^  See* 


CHAP.  IV. 

SiviptMol  meditations  and  refleSlions^  os  they  were 
for  the  moji  part,  uttered  at  the  Lord^s  table.  ' 

Gen.  iii, 

And  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the 

w^an,  and  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed  ; 

n  ih^all  bruife  thy  head,  and  thou  fhalt  bruife 
ills  heel. 


Let  us  view  the  firflgofpcl,  the  firftpromife, 

the  hrft  reveJauoii  that  ever  was  madi  of  the 
Saviour,  and  redemption  thereby, 

I._  The  incarnation  of  Chrift.  He  is  the  wo- 
man  s  feed  ;  defeended  from  our  firft  parents,  by 
lineal  fucceffion,  according  to  the  fleft,  as  his 
genealogy  is  reckoned  by  Luke,  chap.  iii. 

38.  and  carried  up  to  Adam.  He  is  one  there¬ 
fore  of  the  lame  race  and  common  nature  with 
ourfelves  Partaker  of  flefli  and  blood,  yet  the 
leed  of  the  woman,  Jer.  xxxi.  22.  Luke  i.  2<r 
Oa,.  IV  4  having  no  father  of  his  flelh.  Zanchv 
has  well  obferved,  that  ‘  God  made  the  firlf  mai 
immediate  y  out  of  nothing  ;  the  firft  womaj 
immediately  out  of  the  man  ;  and  all  men  and 
‘  women  befides,  by  means  of  our  parents,  in 
^  or  inary  generation  ;  but  the  new  man  Chrill 
after  a  nev/  manner,  of  the  woman.’  Hence 
«]fo  he  was  not  under  Adam’s  covenant,  not  be¬ 
ing  m  a  natural  way  in  his  loins;  and  therefore 
was  not  concerned  in  his  fin,  nor  touched  vv?th 

ori- 
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original  pollution.  O  the  wonders  of  Chnft’s 
incarnation!  and  what  grace  ^ashere  to  the 
woman,  who  was  firft  in  the  tranigreffion  .  there¬ 
fore  alfo  holy  women,  having  part  m  the  fame 
Saviour,  do  partake  in  the  fame  fymbols  of  his 

^^11.  The  futFerings  of  Chrift,  ‘  "^hou,’  O  fer- 
nent,  ‘  fhalt  bruife  his  heel.  It  alludes  to  a  man 

that  kills  aTerpent,  and  doth  it  ^7.  T 

him,  and  the  ferpent  nibbles  at  and  bites  his  heel. 

This  was  a  hint,  and  but  a  hint,  at  the 
of  Chrift’s  human  nature  :  there  was  a  ^rt 
revelation  thereof  in  the  facnfices  quickly  after 
The  ruffe™8«<>f  Chf 

here  only  as  they  were  fet  on  oo  7  ^  ^ 

and  the  fruit  of  his  malice  againft  Chriit,  Jonn 
xiii.  2.  V.  27.  Chrift  muft  get  a  bruife  in  this  great 

“I'frThc  viaery  .'•T"”;" 

famn  “  It  fhall  bruife  thy  head.  [  be 'vo 

man’s  feed,  O  ferpent,  he  fhall  bruife  thy  head. 
The  hSd  is  the  feat  of  life.  A  ferpent  who  e 
head  is  bruifed  and  crufhed,  is  deflroy  d  an  n  . 
Now  we  are  not  to  look  upon  this  conflict  a  a 
f.no-le  duel,  wherein  Chrift  and  fatan  on  .  ^ 

Xr  JhrirL^M 

£i?themforeTf  K'iattleT^  our  fal- 

J'atLn  It  vvas  blefled  news  for  many  and  many 

E“.t 

Lordjelus.  IV. 
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Diftinguifhing  grace,  in  taking  a'chofen 
leed  out  of  the  faJIen  race.  Thefe  are  called  her 

ir'  i^ean  either 

JelusChrift,  the  primary  feed  of  Eve ;  or  believ¬ 
ers  who  are  the  feed  of  Chrift,  and  fecondary 
leed  of  the  woman,  being  the  imitators  of  her 
faith,  as  Dr.  Arrowfmith  interprets.  O  diftin- 
giiifhing  grace,  that  makes  a  difference  between 

a  leed  and  a  feed,  when  they  are  all  from  one 
common  root  ! 

y.  Enmity  fixed  between  thefe  two  feeds.  I 
wilJput  enmity,  or  I  do  put  (as  j.  and  tr.)  now 
at  this  time.  Satan  heard  it,  and  felt  it,  and,  I 
believe,  the  woman  too.  This  enmity  is  either 
good  and  holy,  on  the  part  of  Chriftand  his  feed  • 
or  finful  and  devilifli  on  the  part  of  the  ferpent 
and  his  feed.  As  to  the  latter,  God  is.  faid  to 

u’  lufferingdt  to  be. 

ot  y  infuling  It,  as  a  natural ;  or  exhorting  or 
perluadiiig  to  it,  as  a  moral  caufe,  ‘  But  not 
willing  fin,  he  willingly  permits  it.  That  is 
^  not  done  befides  his  will  that  is  done  contrary 

in^thof'^i-  ■  ^  P‘-°vidential  order¬ 

ing  thole  tnings  that  are  the  occafion  of  it.  This 

ryers  to  the  exercife  and  afts  of  that  enmity. 

He  laysthofe  things  before  them,  which  their 

wickednefyakcs  occafion  at,  unto  greater  enmity. 

As,  that  there  is  ^ch  a  people,  that  they  lo^e 

God,  and  follow  his  ways,  and  are  at  enmity 

with  fatan,  and  the  like.  I  do  put  enmity.  What 

if  I  fhould  %,  It  was  fpoken  in  fatan’s  hearin<r 

on  purpofe  .?  before  this  threatning  it  was  envy! 

^ther  than  enmity,  that  the  detdl  had  againft 

man.  There  was  nothing  done  by  our  firft  pa- 
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rents  to  provoke  fatan,  in  the  leaft,  to  be  their 
enemy.  He  w^as  not  fo  dire(?l:ly,  but  as  he  was  . 
an  enemy  to  God,  and  fo  to  the  image  of  God  j 
as  a  panther  (they  fay)  is  fuch  an  enemy  to  man, 
that  he  would  tear  the  pidlure  of  a  man  ;  fo 
would  the  devil  rend  and  tear  the  image  of  God 
in  man,  in  his  enmity  againft  God,  John  viii.  44* 
But  does  he  hear  that  God  defigns  to  fave  man, 
by  a  promifed  feed,  fallen  man  and  not  fallen  an¬ 
gels,  and  that  one  of  this  race  ftiould  bruife  his 
head,  and  that  God  would  put  an  enmity  ?  This 
ifirs  all  the  pride,  envy  and  malice,  that  is  in 
him,  and  draws  forth  the  moft  exprefs  and  expli¬ 
cit  hatred  againft  man,  as  well  as  againft  God. 
He  will  try  to  overturn  all  God’s  defigns  of  mer¬ 
cy  towards  man  :  and  herein  it  was  fulfilled  in 
the  very  uttering,  I  do  put  enmity.  Said  and  done  ^ 
(faith  fatan,)  I  refufe  not  the  challenge.  I  have 
begun  the  quarrel,  and  I  will  maintain  it.  To 
thy  own  coft,  O  fatan  !  For,  3*  God  diredfs 
and  orders  the  w^hole  of  that  enmity  to  his  own 
glory,  and  ufeth  it  which  way  he  pleafeth,  to  ef¬ 
fect  his  own  defigns  of  grace,  and  to  bring  about 
the  good  of  his  people.  So  in  their  crucifying 
the  Lord  jefus,  which  was  the  higheft  effort  ot 
this  enmity  on  the  part  of  fatan  and  his  feed. 

Farthermore,  enmity  in  the  woman  promifed 
to  be  put  by  God,  promileth  faith  to  her.  For 
enmity  to  fatan  includes  faith  in  Ohriff  .  and  as 
•was  obferved  before,  latan  heard  and  felt  it ;  fo 
I  believe  did  the  woman,  and  under  the  very  pro- 
mife,  found  the  efficacy  of  it,  and  found  that  en¬ 
mity  againft  that  bafe  lyar,  tempter,  and  mur¬ 
derer,  that  (he  never  could  forgive  him.  O 

wonderful 
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wonJerful  grace  to  the  mother  of  all  Jivino-  f  to 
tile  IjrJ  ttanigreffor  !  and  the  proraife  of  enmity 
p  her  ,eed  promiieth  the  like  to  them.  Ermiru 

.1.'.? »  “r  “rc’i,  i';!"'''’'" 

rpi'i n/lfelCS,  'iSo’Ej  "JZLf 

SLm.  “  yo«r  ow,; 

'I'he'fcft 'f'TS/"''’ "'■"■'rey  "POii 

.b.".Ve,  Wo"  „7i:  r"  1- 

back  then  to  the  fill  of  m  ^  r""  ^ook 

fionof  redemption;  thougrgraJe  wa^s  £ c'nfc' 

t  c“t 

£tnt„:.“oS'firqs3i;^ 

-irfw' c'eTfi  w  f  ““  f f"  ■»  '■il-; 

Who  was  our  facrifice.  ‘  He"ar  ou^God''*' 

'ng  to  guilty  trembling  man  in 

tree  of  life  rellored  in  li  gtace,  and  the 
God  !  of  the  paradife  of 


C 
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Gen.  iv.  4. 

And  the  Lord  had  rerpedl  unto  Abel,  and  to 

his  offering.’’ 


E  have  but  a  fhort  hiftory  of  Abel. 

^  w  are  quickly  brought  from  his  birth,  v.  2. 

;o  his  death,  v.  8.  rightly  was  his  name  called 
/anity,  for  that  is  the  fignification  of  Abel.  He 
kvas  a  godly  man,  his  brother  Cain  a  wicked  man. 
Gain  was  the  firft-born  :  fm  is  oldeft,  the  firff- 
Dorn  of  fallen  corrupt  nature.  It  was  not  the 
matter  of  the  offering,  but  the  manner  wherein 
Cain  failed.  Abel  (I  think)  was  a  type  ot 

Chrift. 

I.  In  him  the  feed  of  the  woman  was  exem¬ 
plified,  Gen.  iii.  15.  Thefe  two  feeds  were  al¬ 
ready  in  the  world  in  thele  tv/o  brethren,  tho 
both  one  man’s  children,  1  John  in.  3.  12. 

“  Not  as  Cain,  who  was  of  that  wicked  one, 
and  flew  his  brother :  and  wherefore  flew  he  him  . 
becaufe  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  righteous  q.  d.  Don’t  you  know  what 
was  faid  from  the  beginning,  “  I  will  put  enmity, 
&c  ?”  You  fee  how  foon  it  wrought.  Cam  was 
one  of  the  ferpent’s  feed,  and  fo  hated 
ther  ;  but  Abel  was  a  type  and  an  earnelt  ot  that 

crcat  feed  of  the  woman. 

^  11.  Abel  brought  an  offering,  and  that  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  one  to  the  Lord,  Heb.  xi.  4.  “  By  faith 
Abel  ofibred  unto  God  a  more  excellent  facrifice 
tian  Cain.”  So  did  Jefus  Chrift,  even  the  facri¬ 
fice  of  himfelf,  a  “  facrifice  and  an 
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fweet  fmelling  favour,”  Ephef.  v.  2.  a  bloodv 

h't  offering.  ^ 

il.  Abel  was  a  righteous  man,  Mat.  xxiii. 

eminently  was  Te- 
u  Chrj^ft,  Mat.  xxvii.  19.  i  John  ii.  I  ' 

tifies  m'an;,\?r "”19!^'^°''"  righteoufnefsjuf- 

be  Ydea^h"£t' fff  muff'eTtonM  "n2 

death  removed  :  and  here  in  the  death  of  Abel 
h  ,  feed,  he  would  teach  them  it  miWf 

ffed.^  S!"xn  I’/yf 

pnri  ^  VI  are  come — to  lefus 

;  cTellr  tv?e  btd  n’eS 

the^  N^w  Salt  iS  s  ^ Sf  •  Slory  of 

the  blood  of  fprinklin  J;”  this  s  the''"r'”V‘ 

this  blood  of  fprinkfinV’  O 

cleanfmg,  purifyino-  blood  atoning, 

^:aith  this  even.-nSeeo  the  ^ 

fprinkling  of  blood  I  Iift-v,-  P'‘%''or,  and  the 
lyc  to  Efod  xii  1?  ^'\fJi'%Pbrale,  he  hath  an 

Wood,  Exod  xxiv’  8*^  fprinkling  of 

eJeanfogs  by  blood  Ho 

it  off  to  Abel  ?  The  M  *^ben  .to  turn 

>«urder,  as  violemly  dSn^;54"tother:  llv^' 

^  C  2  ‘  ^  X' 

oi 
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of  the  crucifixion  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  who  fufFercd 
a  violent  death,  and  was  murdered  by  thofe  who 
were,  accoroin^^^o  the  ficfir,  his  brcthien.  And 
this  truly  was  not  only  the  moft  antient  inftance 
of  fhedding  of  bfbod,’  but  alfo  blood  of  a  more 
excellent  kind  than  all  the  legal  facrifices,^  being 
the  blood  of  a  righteous  perfon.  But  (faith  he) 
Chrift  is  better  than  Abel,  and  his  blood  than 
Abel’s  blood,  though  a  type  ot  him,  and  fpeak- 

oth  better  things.  ,•  ,r 

V.  God  had  refpedl  to  Abel,  and  to  his^otter- 

incr.  But  O  the  high  regard  he  had  to  tne  of¬ 
fering  of  his  fon  !  to  him  and  to  his  lacrifice  .  let 
us  come  forth  by  faith,  and  take  a  view  thereof. 
What  tongue  of  men  or  angels  can  fet  forth  that 
refnedf,  which  the  Father  hath  always  had,  and 
hath,  to  the  lamb  flain  from  the  foundatitm 
of  the  world,  more  early  than  Abel’s  death  .  O 
fweet  and  pleafant  exercife  of  faith  !  Here  let  me 
dwell,  where  God  dwells.  Here  let  my  foul 
delight  itfelf,  where  the  foul  of  God  delights,  and 
is  vvell  pleafed.  Here  let  me  reft,  and  dwell  m 
love,  where  God  refteth  in  his  love  to  fin.ul  men. 
Thro’  Chrift  he  firft  accepteth  the  perfon,  then 
the  offering.  “  Eat  thy  bread  with  joy,  and  drink 
tWwine  lith  a  merr'y  heart  y  for  God  rmw  ac- 

cepteth  thy  works,’’  Ecclel.  ix.  7- 
to- keep  the  gofpel  paffover,  by  faith  to  eye  the- 
facrifice  of  Chrift,  and  w^e  fttall  have  Abel  s  mer¬ 
cy  to  w’hom  the  Lord  had  refpedl,  and  to  ns  o 
ferino-.  Bring  but  Chrift  with  you  in  the  arms  of 
faithr.  and  you  caauot  fail  of  acceptance  with  the 

Father. 


Gen. 
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Gen.  vlii.  20,  21. 

And  Noah  builded  an  altar  unto  the  Lord, — 
burnt-offerings  on  the  altar.  And 
the  Lord  ffnelled  a  fweet-favour,  &c.” 

the  place  where  Noah  builded 

j  ,w  were  the  fame  place  where  Cain 

and  Abel  offered  about  fixteen  hundred  years  be¬ 
fore,  ana  where  Abraham  built  an  altar  about  four 
iimidred  and  ten  years  after,  to  offer  his  oiily  fon 
ifaac,^as  the  Jews  have  a  tradition,  is  not  material 
o  determine.  I  very  much  queftion  both  ;  but 
let  us  attend  other  things,  and  fee  if  we  can  read 
a  crucified  Jefus  here.  This,  fave  that  of  Abel, 
«  the  moft  ancient  exprefs  inftance  of  offerin<^ 
faenfice.  And  now  furely  there  was  need,  iff 
in  ’  ®  j^crifice.  The  wrath  of  God  had  been 

world  executed  upon  a  finful 

world.  Where  is  the  firft  promife  ?  Where  is  the 

ffed  of  the  woman  .?  Is  there  no  mediator  to  fpeak 

a  word  for  finful  man  ?  Is  there  no  phyfician^  no 

blo^d^  W1I  wounds?  I'loatonimr 

blood  .?  Will  not  God  deftroy  a  rifing  world,  as 

he  hath  deftroy  d  the  world  that  lately  was  ?  Thefe 

and  a  thoufand  fuch,  might  be  the  ar^uhL  oft, 

eig  perfons  that  were  left  of  that  amaziiio-  de- 

T  'll?’  Noah,  and  fee.  It  may  be,^  the 

iSll^no  m  ®  “  waters 

Will  be  „„,b,  i„  f„eh  f„,,  „„ 

^  3  then 
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then  confider  this  whole  burnt-ofFering  in'*  Its  ty¬ 
pical  relation  to  Chrill. 

I.  The  occafion  was  to  atone  and  appeafe  an 
offended  God,  who  had  been  provoked  with  fin, 
and  had  juft  now  deftroyed  a  finful  world  for 
iheir  fins.  The  facrifice  of  Jefus  Chrift  was  to 
make  atonement  on  the  behalf  of  a  preferved  rem¬ 
nant,  when  he  was  angry  v/ith  the  world,  that  they 
might  not  perifti  with  the  ungodly,  and  that  the 
world  might  be  preferved  for  the  fake  of  his  elecf, 
I  fa.  xl  vii.  6. — to  reftore  the  preferved  of  Ifrael.” 
And,  O  my  foul,  art  thou  one  of  the  number, 
as  it  were  of  the  eight,  out  of  many  and  many 
millions,  •  and  hath  Chrift  atoned  angry  juftice  for 
thee  ?  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  all  that 

is  within  me  !”  . 

II.  It  was  a  blood  offering  which  Noah  of¬ 
fered  upon  an  altar  (as  I  fuppofe)  of  earth,  Ex- 
od.  XX.  24.  a  burnt  offering  wholly  offered  up. 
Chrift- is  the  offerer,  the  offering,  and  altar.  He 
was  (as 'I  may  fay)  a  whole  burnt-offering,  of¬ 
fered  in  flames  of  wrath,  on  God’s  part,  and  in 
flames  of  love,  on  his  own,  a  clean  and  ftnlefs 
facfifice  wdthout  fpot.  He  offered  himfelf,  his 
whole  foul  and  body,  without  referve.  He  of¬ 
fered  his  precious  blood  :  and  without  fnedding 
of  blood  is  no  peace,  no  pardon.  The  Hebrew 
word  for  burnt-offerings,  conftantly  ufed,  figni- 
fies  afcenfions,  or  goings  up,  becaufe  of  the  af- 
cenfton  or  going  up  of  the  flame  and  fmoxe  from 
the  altar.  O  bleffed  afcenfiom  and  going  up  of 
a  fweet  favour,  of  atoning  efficacy,  from  this 

altar  ! 
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TIL  It  was  oilcred  up  to  God.  For  fo  v/e 
read,  the  altar  was  built  unto  Jehovah.  So  was 
Chrifl:.  He  tliat  undertook  for  men,  miifl  know 
he  had  to  do  with  God.  Heb.  ii,  17.  chap.  v. 
!•  In  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  ofFer  both 
gifts  and  facrifices  for  fins.’^  chap.  ix.  14.  Chrift 
offered  himfelf  to  God.’^  And  now  if  God  wnli 
accept  the  offering,  ^tis  all  well.  Hence  was 
that  prayer  for  him,  fuitable  to  the  Old  lAlIament 
day,  the  Lord  remember  all  thy  offerings,  and 
turn  thy  burnt-facrifice  to  afhes,  Selah,’’  Pfal. 
XX.  3.  that  is,  accept  it ;  which  was  fignifed  of 
old  by  fire  fent  down  from  heaven,  to  confume 

Lev.  ix.  24.  Thou,  O  bleffed  Je- 
lus  .  didft:  prepare  thy  heart  to  draw  nigh  to  God, 
and  venture  up  into  the  fiery  mount,  when  no 
other  durft  draw  nigh.  Thou  didfl:  undertake  to 
hold  the  hands  of  angry  juftice,  or  rather  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  blow,  that  It  might  not  fall  upon  my 
guilty  head,  Jer.  xxx.  21.  Ifa.  xxvii,  5.  ^ 

IV.  The  ilTue  v/as,  «  The  Lord  fmelled  a 
fweet  favour.”  _  A  favour  of  relf,  Heb.  in  which 
perhaps  there  is  fome  allufion  to  the  name  of 
oa^ ,  whiA  fignifies  reft.  The  feventy  have  it 
cuaS-ta.?,  which  phrafe  they  alfo  ufe  in  Le¬ 
viticus,  and  the  Apoftle,  as  it  fhould  feem,  from 
them,  Lphef.  v.  2.  which  we  render,  “  an  offer¬ 
ing,  and  a  facrifice  to  God,  for  a  fweet-fmelling 
favour.  Tnere  is  no  fweeter  contemplation,  no 
exercile  of  faith  more  pleafing  and  delightful, 
pan  on  this  head  ;  how  our  God  fmelled  a  fweet 
gvour,  a  fmdl  of  fragrancy,  that  was  pleafing 
to  him  :  or  favour  of  reft.  So  he  fays,  in  ya, 
dcguiefcoy  m  v/hom  I  reft.  Matt.  ill.  17.  and  in 

^  4  Zephaniah 
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Zephaniab  iii.  17.  He  wiH  j-efl:  in  his  love.’’ 
But  O  the  fvveet  perfume  in  the  noftrils  of  God  1 
for  fo  the  exprefTion  is  Deut,  xxxiii.  10.  “  They 
fhall  put  incenfe  at  thy  nofef’  lieb.  or,  as  Pag- 
nine  renders,  to  thy  nolirils ;  fpoken  of  Levi, 
whofe  Urim  and  whofe  Thummim  were  to  bs 
transferred  to  his  holy  one,  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he 
fo  often  tempted  in  the  wildernefs,  v.  8.  Levi, 
as  a  type  of  Chrifl,  muff  offer  incenfe  daily  in 
the  holy  place,  and  once  a  yearin  the  holieftof  all, 
and  whole  burnt-facrifice  upon  his  altar.”  But 
O  the  divine  perfume  from  the  altar,  Chriff, 
when  he  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  !  would 
I  could  fet  it  forth  unto  you  !  but  it  is  no  way  fo 
taken  in  as  by  faith  :  faith  can  take  it  in,  if  God 
will  ihew  it  you  ^  and  you  alfo  will  fmeli  a  fweet 
favour.  And  unlefs  we  do  fo,  we  know  not  the 
meaning  of  it. 

Moreover,  God  promifes  not  to  drown  th^ 
world  again,  and  makes  gracious  promifes  ;  and 
bleffes  Noah  ;  and  makes  a  covenant,  the  type 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  a  covenant  of  pro- 
mife,  Ifa.  liv.  9,  10.  and  fets  the  rainbow  in  the 
cloud  as  a  token  of  it.  Hence  the  “  rainbow  is 
round  about  the  throne,”  Rev.  iv.  3.  to  teach 
us,  that  ail  the  goings  forth  of  God  towards  his 
people  are  in  a  covenant-way.  O  !  what  will 
not  God  do  in  a  way  of  mercy  ?  he  will  forget 
his  v/rath,  and  lay  afide  his  anger,  when  he 
fmells  a  fweet  favour  from  a  lacrificed  Jefus.  Now 
then  behold  him  mild  and  merciful,  appeafed, 
and  ^vell  pleafed  in  his  dear  Son. 
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Gen,  xxiL 

Abraham  oirering  up  his  fon  Ifaac. 

ET  us  look  back  to  the  time  when,  to  the 
place  where,  our  father  Abraham  offered 
up  his  fon  Ifaac  at  the  command  of  God.  Ifaac 
was  t.re  (on  of  the  promife,  born  by  virtue  of  the 

ofTS/^  ®  the  force 

or  nature.  He  flood  then  as  a  lively  type  and 

figure  of  our  Lord  Jefus.  '  ^ 

the^cr^attn°  u y^'ts  from 

tiie  creation,  m  the  mid-way  between  the  be^in- 

feff  GoT'"’  ‘""the 

«elh,  God  would  give  a  fpecimen  of  that  2'-eat 

love  ,ha,  g„e  Chrid  .lie  f„  ,  <,f  .j;  0;“£ 

Sfa  w' ?  'I'"/-"''  •» 

mce  ?  and  iively  figure  of  that  facrifice  w!v’,-!i 

ent  fathers,  tnat  redemption  muft  be  not  orlv  bv 

t  ri’  fo"  of  proi^ife-^ 

that  he  muft  be  the  facrifice.  Now  here  fee 

Heb.  ^9!  tt'Sh 

he  was  tried,  offered  up  Ifaac, &c. i^j’^t 
eaiy  to  exprefs  what  a6^;ino-s  of  faifh  hr> 
looking  thro’  the  dark  cloud"",  and  eyeino-  the  Tow’ 

inVafh:^R;-^^ 

dren  of  Abraham’s  faith  ^2  PreSf  ^ 
was  love  to  God  overcoming  h!s  ratunfaf^Jff 
to  his  only  Son,  Gen.  xxff  12 

thou  fe,reft  Gpd.”  fear  in  the  Old  TcftaLem  fe 

5  •  love 


Scriptural  Meditations 


love  in  the  Nev/,  Pfal.xxxi.  19.  O  how  great 
is  thy  goodnefs  which  thou  haft  laid  up  for  thofe 
that  fear  thee  1”  in  theNewTeftament  it  is  con- 
ftantly  thofe  that  love  thee,  i  Cor.  ii.  9*  J^rnes 
i.  12.  by  which  Pfal.  cxxx.  4.  may  be  expound¬ 
ed.  Such  love  and  fuch  fear  are  confiftent  and 
concomitant.  3*  P-C3.dy  and  chearful  obedience, 
with  great  felf-denial,  Gen.  xxii.  132,  3.  Here 
was  a  trial  now,  offer  up  thy  fon,  thine  only 
foil  Ifaac,  for  a  burnt-offering.”  He  makes  all 
ready,  goes  to  the  appointed  place,  and  there  goes 
about  that  great  and  difficult  work.  What  man¬ 
ner  of  obedience  was  here  ?  Thus  works  vvrought 
v/ith  his  faith, ^  and  were  the  genuine  fruit  of  it, 
James  ii.  21,  22.  Such  faith,  and  fuch  love,  and 
fuch  obedience,  the  fruit  of  both,  become  our 

approach  to  the  Lord’s  table.  .  ,  ,  .  r 

11,  On  the  part  of  Ifaac.  He  goes  witn  his  father 
to  the  place.  Here’s  the  lire,  and  here’sthe  wood : 
but  where’s  the  lamb  (faith  he)  for  a  burnt- o  - 
ferino'  ^  Q  tender  and  affedling  words  .  Ifaac  did 
not  know,  but  Chrift  well  knew,  what  was  de- 
fiffiied  concerning  him.  Again,  when  they  carne  to 
the  place,  Ifaac  fubmits  to  be  the  facrifice,  yields 
himfelf  to  his  father  for  that  purpofe,  who  no 
doubt  inftruaed  him  in  the  will  and  command  ot 
God  ;  and  he  fubmits.  Nothing  to  the  contrary 
appears.  He  was  old  enough  to  have  made  reliit- 
ance.  He  carried  the  wood  for  the  olFering,  v. 
6.  But  God  fo  difpofed  his  fpirit,  that  he  might 

be  a  fit  type  of  our  Lord  Jefus. 

HI.  On  the  part  of  God.  Here  was  i.  His 

command.  All  was  done  at  his  order,  ana  ac¬ 
cording  thereto,  as  to  time  and  place  and  ^every 
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(^Hd  RefieSf tons ^ 

thing.  ^  uo  Jefus  Chrift  was  delivered  by  the 
e^rminate  counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God  ’’ 
<^s  ii.  23.  2.  His  prohibition,  as  to  the  intended 
execution,  v  n,  12.  -  Lay  not  thy  hand  upon  ' 

offhpT  “In  the  moLt 

of  the  Lord  it  fhall  be  feen.”  3.  His  fubftitution 

“  r  According  to  V.  8. 

God  Will  provide  himfelf  a  lamb,  &c.”  Thus 

God  accepted  a  fubftitute  in  the  room  of  poor 

innere,  the  holy  lamb  of  God,  when  the  knife 

of  juftice  was  llretched  forth  againft  the  guiltv 

Ijnner  ;  but  no  fubftitute  was  accepted  in  Chrift’s 

Cod  f  H  Prohibition  .of  his  death;  blefl'ed  be 

ood  of  others,  but  his  own  blood.  4.  His  ap- 
probation  hereof,  v.  12,  16—18.  God  declare 

with'ThirTr  P’c^^hd 

s  obedience  of  Abraham.  “  Now  I 

know,  that  thou  feareft  God.”  ‘  Knowled'o-e  is 

‘  fometimes  taken  for  approbation  ;  y.  d  fan 
prove  this  ha  as  ateftimony  of  thy  lai  of 

by  the  more  powerful  fl^me  of  aft'eiflio.n  to  my 
Will  and  command;  I  now  accept  thee  and 

‘  Pubjeft  of  my  choiceft  bene- 

hts.  Charnock.  5.  The  inftruaion  he  in¬ 
tended  hereby.  ’Tis  true,  it  was  for  trial.  God 
would  prove  Abraham,  and  call  him  forth  to  be 
example  to  future  generations  :  but  it 
t/as  alio  for  great  and  eminent  inftruHion  in  the 
g  onous  work  of  redemption.  And  this  I  think 
was  an  higher  end  than  the  former. 

^^^y  ^yp^  the  p-reat  love  of 

God  in  giving  his  oon  his  only.  Son,  the  Son  of 

^  ^  his 
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his  love.  Do  we  not  by  this  know,  that  he  loves 
poor  Tinners  ?  there  mull  be  human  blood,  and 
he  would  provide  a  body  for  his  Son. 

Here  v/e  read  the  great  willingneis  of  Chrifl, 
the  holy  lamb  of  God,  to  be  a  propitiatory  facri- 
fice,  faying,  Lo,  1  come.”  No  refifting  or 
flruggling  when  he  was  bound,  Mark  xv.  8. 
Acfs  viii.  32. 

Here  we  fee  him  bearing  his  crofs,  as  Ifaac  did 
the  wood  (John  xix.  17.)  and  bound  on  the  al¬ 
tar.  And  for  the  place,  it  was  mount  Moriah, 
where  alfo  our  Lord  was  crucified.  It  is  very 
probable  it  was  that  part  of  Moriah,  which  was 
after  called  Calvary,  Moriah  was  of  fome  ex¬ 
tent,  Gen.  xxii.  2.  the  land  of  Moriah,  on  one 
cf  the  mountains,  near  to  the  place  where  the 
temple  was  after  built,  2  Chron.  iii.  1.  God 
ihew^ed  Abraham  the  place,  precifely  the  place  ; 
q,  d.  Flere  mufi:  the  great  Son  of  promife  one  day  / 
die  ;  here  mufi:  the  great  facrifice  one  day  be  of¬ 
fered  up.  Here  fee  it  done  in  type  j  here  fee  it 

done  by  faith,  John  viii.  56.  ^ 

Here  we  may  read  the  Father  himfelf  firetching 
forth  the  facrificing-knife  againfl  his  Son.  Nor 
did  he  hold  his  hand.  Herein  is  love,  that  God 
^-ave  his  Son  to  be  the  proptiation  for  our  fins. 
And  now  is  any  of  them  as  a  right-hand,  or  a 
xio'‘ht  eye  ?  Let  us  confent  to  have  them  cut  ofF, 
ox  plucked  out.  Let  us  learn  of  x'lbraham  to  of¬ 
fer  all  that  is  dear  to  us.  Let  them  be  crucified. 
Shall  our  dearefl  Lord  die  ?  And  lhall  our  fins 
live  ?  God  forbid  ! 


G  E  N* 


and  Rejle^llons^  &c. 
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Gen.  xxvii.  15.  27^  28,  29. 

Jacob  went  to  obtain  his  father’s 
.  ,  bJeifing,  he  comes  in  goodly  raiment, 
a  borrowed  robe,  his  eider  brother’s,  defirabie 
raiment,  that  was  ready  for  the  purpofe,  rai¬ 
ment  of  a  goodly  and  pleafmg  fmeil.  O  here 

t^er"*  forrw  ‘o  come  to  our  Fa- 

t  er  for  a  bleffing,  how  to  come  to  his  table. 

J  he  garment  we  mud  come  in  is  another’s  is 

ready  prepared,  and  is  at  hand,  if  faith  is  fo  to 

S  codh  fj'^ofher’s.  ’Tis  precious 

to  our  Sd  infinitely  pleafmg 

ari  h?  ''u®'’""'  Ambrofe, 

tex  to  ret  cfi  this’ 

'  anv  fbalU  nghteoufnefs.  A„d  if 

1  J^fU  fiarfii  an  interpretation  vet 

let  them  own  it  mjy  fitly  be  ufed  byway  of  aUu^ 

fion  to  tfiuftrate  that  glorious  dodLie  by. 

-  fuch  as  were  wont  to  be  offered  in  lacrifice 
s  k)ved.  It  IS  very  probable  in  freedom  and 

T  t-oki  T-n  ^  repair  we  have  at  thp 

Luke  XV.  23.  in  token  of  friendfhin  nnri 
venant  of  nenrp  7^;  *  •  n-  ^  ^  co- 

'  it 


/ 
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it  is  ftrangely  emphatical,  and  repeated,  v.  i6. 

It  is  the  food  of  the  offering  made  by  fire  for  a 
fweet  favour.”  And  he  is  not  fpeaking  of  any 
thing  that  the  prieft  fhould  eat,  or  the  people  ; 
but  of  the  kidneys,  and  the  fat,  which  was 
to  be  burnt  upon  the  altar.  This  is  the  food  of 
the  offering  :  O  my  God  1  let  me  fit  down  and 
feed  with  thee  on  thy  dying  Son. 

Jacob  coming  thus,  his  father  W'ill  have  him 
approach,  come  near  and  kifs  him.  He  fpeaks 
with  paternal  love,  my  fon  ;  and  particularly  com¬ 
mends  the  fmell  of  his  raiment,  which  is  (faith 
hej  as  the  fmell  of  a  field  v/hich  the  Lord  hath 
blefled.  Thus  when  we  come  for  our  father’s 
blelfing,  and  come  by  and  to  a  dying  Jefus,  and 
come  in  his  raiment,  I  mean  his  righteohfnefs  ; 
our  God  will  make  us  come  near  him,  admit  us 
into  near  communion,  and  will  embrace  us.  So 
the  father  of  the  returning  prodigal  fell  on  his 
neck  and  kiffed  him,  Luke  xv.  20.  Jefus  alio 
has  his  kiffes  for  his  favourites,  and  O  how  fw^eet 
they  are  I  Cant.  i.  2.  And  tho’  we  have  nothing 
of  our  own  but  rags,  and  Linking  filthy  garments, 
yet  our  father  will  praife  his  fon’s  robe,  and  fmell 

a  fweet  perfume.  ^  ^  ,  n 

The  bleffing  we  fliall  receive  is  the  highelc 

good,  the  choiceft  benefits,  fnadowed  forth  by 
the  dew  of  heaven,  the  dew  of  divine  grace  and 
favour.  Thebleffingsof  temporals  are  alfo  in  cove¬ 
nant.  All  things  are  ours,  for  we  nave  him  who 
is  heir  of  all  5  and  let  God  s  enemies  enjoy  the  pol- 
feffion  his  time,  v/e  grudge  it  not.  They  have  need 
enouo-h  to  have  what  they  have  :  it  is  their  por- 
tion,°Poor  Efau  !  thou  gotft  but  half  a  bleffing; 


and  Rejleoiions^  &c.  ^9 

for  Jacob  was  before  thee.  Dominion  over  the 
wicked  alfo  belongs  to  this  bleiling,  which  the 
faints  fhall  have  in  the  morning  of  the  refurrec- 
tion.  And  there’s  a  curfe  on  all  that  curfe,  and 
a  bleffing  on  all  that  blefs,  God’s  people,  tho’ 
unworthy  of  the  lead:  of  his  favours.  Thus  will 
our  God  and  Father  own,  embrace  and  'delight  in 
us  here,  and  intitle  us  to  the  everlafting  inheri¬ 
tance  hereafter. 


Gen.  xxviii.  i6.  God’s  houfe. 

And  Jacob  awaked  out  of  his  fleep,  and  he 
faid,  furely  the  Lord  is  in  this  place,  and  I 
knew  it  not,  v.  17.  And  he  was  afraid,  and 
faid,  hov/  dreadful  is  this  place  !  this  is  none 

other  but  the  houfe  of  God,  and  this  is  the 
gate  of  heaven.” 

WE  again  come  into  the  houfe  of  God,  and 
fit  at  our  father’s  table.  It  is  the  privileo-e 
of  children  fo  to  do.  But  oh  !  How  great  a  priin- 
lege  !  How  undeferved  !  Nothing  is  fo  fweet  as 
to  fee  ourfelves  children,  in  the  right  of  our  elder 
brother  drawing  nigh  to  our  God.  Shall  we  not 
be  as  thofe  that  dream,  or  as  Jacob  awaking  out 
ot  deep,  and  fay,  “  This  is  the  gate  of  heaven 
i'rom  henceforth  let  it  be  called"Beth-el 
A  bleffed  night  Jacob  had,  almoftas  eVer  man- 
had,  in  this  world,  I  would  fay,  but  that  there  is 
no  night  m  the  other,  in  the  upper  world.  How 
comfortable  was  that  morning,  whofe  fpreading 

beams 


I 


Scriptural  Meditations 

beams  found  his  foul  fo  refrefhed  with  the  enjoy-  ■ 
ments  of  the  night,  and  ftill  with  God  !  Scarce 
did  he  know  v/ho  had  been  with  him,  where  he 
had  been,  or  what  to  call  the  place,  in  the  joyful 
furprize.  He  recovered  himfelf  a  little,  and  then 
he  knew,  the  Lord  was  in  this  place.”  He 
left  a  fweet  fragrancy  on  the  handles  of  the 
lock,”  Song,  V.  5.  Even  fo,  my  beloved,  put 
in  thy  hand,  and  not  only  leave  fome  token  thou 
had:  been  there,  but  open  the  door  and  come  in, 
and  dwell  there  for  ever.  Difcoveries  of  God 
leave  thofe  imprellions  behind,  which  difcover 
whence  they  are. 

It  was  another  kind  of  night  our  Lord  once 
experienced  ;  the  blacked:,  darkeft,  and  doletul- 
eft  night  that  ever  the  creation  knewn  Can  we 
think  there  was  joy  in  heaven  among  the  angels 
in  fuch  a  night,  vchen  the  glorious  lun  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  fuffered  fuch  an  eclipfe  ?  And  yet,  O 
mv  deareft  Lord  !  unlefs  thou  hadd:  known  the 
dolours  of  that  night,  and  of  the  following  day 
(if  that  were  day,  when  darknels  was  over  the 
whole  land  for  three  v/hole  hours,)  my  foul  had^ 
knov/n  the  horrors  of  everlading  darknefs,  of 
eternal  night.  Yet  when  he  had  paded  over  the 
brook  he  lift  up  his  head  on  high. 

The  mydery  of  the  incarnation,  and  bleiTed 
idues  of  it,  were  reprefented  here  to  Jacob.  The 
height  of  Chrid’s  perfon  reaching  to  heaven,  his 
abafement  and  condefcenfion  in  ftooping^  to  this 
earth,  were  fet  before  him  ;  alfo  the  joining  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth,  the  bleded  reconciliation  between 
God  and  man  by  Chrid  incarnate.  That  fweet 

commerce  and  communion  that  is  edablilhed  be-  ^ 

twixt. 


and  ReJleSlions^  &cc,  ^  X 

nvixt  us,  by  God  in  the  flefli.  Angels  and  men, 
J^od  and  men,  can  now  converfe  together,  John 

I’  j*.  God  afcending  and  de- 

icendwg  familiarly  on  the  fon  of  man.’’  This  is 

the  adder  Ja^cob  faw.  The  afcent  of  prayers  to 
God  the  aefcent  of  bleffings  from  God,  are  by 
thisladdei.  Let  us  afcend  thereon  fome  fteps 
heaven-ward  this  evening. 

The  fame  myflery  is  to  be  reprefented  at  this 
time  to  the  view  of  faith.  If  we  can  behold  it 
we  fhall  fay,  “  This  is  the  houfe  of  God,  this 
IS  the  gate  of  heaven.”  Could  we  go  to  Beih-eJ 

Ihw  u  Jacob 

and  O  ^  SJory  of  the  Lord  ; 

fmL?  changed  into  the  fame 

ihe  Lord™’’”  ^  ^  SP'Bt  of 


Gen.  xxxvii.  xxxix.  xl,  chapters. 

Jefus  Chrift  is  our  fpiritual  Jofeph. 

E  had  many  enemies,  and  thofe  his  own 

thofe  of  his  own  nation 
as  Joleph  had.  /ofeph’s  brethren  hated  hTm 

him^^^Soi'^"  g/‘e''ed  him,  and  fhot  at 

corfiiS  T  '’f'T'*  f’‘‘  “■  •'"  <■'>11' 

flp/h  T  brethren  according  to  the 

fleft,  as  Jofeph  was.  Our  Lord  was  fold  by 

one 


I 


^2  Scriptural  Meditations 

one  of  his  difciples  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver. 
"The  price  (faith  he)  a  goodly  price  that  I  was 
prized  at  of  thenij”  Zech.  xi.  12,  13* 

III.  It  was  for  our  ranfom  that  he  was  fold. 
It  was  to  redeem  us  to  God.  O  bleffed  defign, 
and  blefied  efFedf  of  his  death  !  So  Jofeph  was  fold 
for  the  good  of  his  very  brethren  who  fold  him, 
and  to  preferve  them  and  theirs  alive,  though 
they  did  not  know  it,  much  lefs  intend  it. 

IV".  Jofeph  was  hrft  in  a  fullering  ftate,  and 
cafi:  into  prifon,  and  then  advanced.  He  was 
firib  call  into  prifon,  and  then  exalted  to  great 
honour.  Our  Lord  Jefus  ChrifI:  paffed  through 
fufferings,  and  the  prifon  of  the  grave,  to  his 
exaltation  and  glory,  Luke  xiv.  26.  Ought 
not  Chrift  to  have  fuffered  thefe  things,  and  to 
enter  into  his  glory  ?  i  Pet.  i.  ii.  I  he  fuffer- 
ings  of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  that  fiiould  follow.’’ 

V.  Jofeph  being  advanced  was  the  lord-trea- 
furer  of  all  the  provifions  and  ftores  of  corn  in 
Egypt.  To  him  they  muft  go  for  fupply,  Gen. 
xli.^55.  Go  to  Jofeph.”  Herein  he  was  an 
eminent  type  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  He  is  the  lord- 
treafurer  of  all  grace.  And  he  is  fo,  as  exalted, 
as  advanced  at  the  Fathers  right-hand.  Col.  i. 
19.  It  pleafed  the  Father,  that  in  him  ftiould 

all  fulnefs  dwell.”  Go  to  Jefus, 
is  all  our  fupply  of  foul-food  and  fpiiitual  provi- 
fion.  Thus,  as  Jofeph  was  viaorious  over  all 
difficulties,  and  his  bow  abode  in  ftrength, 
Gen.  xlix.  23,  24*  fo  it  was  with  Chrift,  who 
overcame,  and  fat  down  with  the  Father  in 
his  throne.” 

VI. 


^ I- 


and  ReJleSltons,  he. 

VI.  His  brethren  were  made  to  fay,  “  We 
are  verily  guilty  concerning  our  brother,”  Gen. 
xlii.  21.  So  fome  of  the  crucifiers  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  were  made  to  cry  out,  “  What  fliall  we 
do?”  Aas  ii.^  It  was  well  for  them  that  ever 
they  had  a  ienfe  of  it.  O  grace  !  wonderful 
grace  to  the  greatefl  and  vilefi:  of  finners  !  Who 
after  tnis  would  ever  defpair  of  mercy  ? 

yil.  Jofeph,  after  much  ftrange  and  harlh 
carriage,  very  fweetly  and  affedlionately  made 
himfelf  known  to  his  brethren,  faying,  I  am 
Jofeph.  Our  Lord  Jefus  fometimes  feems  to 
carry  it  ftrange  to  his  chofen  andranfomed  ones. 
He  fpeaks  roughly  to  them,  as  to  that  woman  of 
Canaan,  Mat.  xv.  21.— 28.  He  would  humble 
them,  bring  them  to  his  foot,  make  them  cry 
earneftly,  exercife  their  faith  and  patience,  and 
put  a  price  upon  his  own  favours  to  them.  He 
makes  them  forty  for  a  time,  that  their  repent- 
ance  might  be  true,  and  their  joy  the  greater, 

Y"’  ® fweet  at  laft  are  the 
difcoveries  of  his  love  !  He  lets  them  know,  that 

though  they  had  wounded  and  grieved  him,  and 

eir  fins  pierced  him,  yet  it  was  fo  ordained  by 

G^,.  and  defigned  for  eternal  good  to  them.  ^ 

O  let  us  view  our  Lord  Jefus  at  his  table,  as 

he  who  was  fold  for  us,  betrayed  unto  death 

but  not  without  his  own  knowledge  and  con- 

fent,  but  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  love  and  grace 
to  US- ward  ! 

in  l.is'^hfi"'  riches, 

in  his  high  advancement,  and  glorious  fulneA 

of  fpiritudprovifion.  O  let  us  go^o  our  Jofeph  ' 

Heie  wefhall  havethericheftfupphes.  ^  ' 


And 
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And  let  us  fee  him  difcovering  and  making 
himfelf  known  to  us  in  this  feail  that  he  hath 
made  for  us  his  brethren.  Here  it  is  he  difcovers 
himfelf,  and  is  known  of  his  in  breaking  of 
bread,”  Luke  xxiv.  35.  let  us  hear  him  faying, 
as  once  he  faid  to  Paul,  I  am  Jefus.” 


Exod.  xii. 
Chrift  our  paffover. 


The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  is  the  chrif- 
tian  paffover.  .  He  was  intended  and  fig- 
nitied  by  the  paflbver  of  old,  and  is  therefore  the 
great  truth  thereof,  i  Cor.  v.  7.  for  even 
Chrift  our  paftbver  is  facrificed  for  us.  He  is  fo 
fubftantially.  Yet  in  a  lower  fenfe,  and  byway 
of  reprefentation,  the  Lord’s  Supper  is  our  pad- 
over.  In' the  nature  of  an  ordinance  this  is  fo  ; 
that  is,  it  comes  in  the  room  of  the  paftbver  of, 
old,  and  has  thofe  ufes  and  ends  to  us,  with  ad¬ 
vantage,  which  that  had  to  them,  though  that 
were  not  properly  a  type  of  this.  It  was  at  the 
very  time  of  the  paftbver  when  this  ordinance 
was  inftituted,  and  not  till  the  laft  paftoyer  w^as 
celebrated  that  ever  was,  or  could  of  right  be 
kept.  Now, 

1.  The  pafibver  v/as  an  ordinance  ot  comme- 
moration.  It  was  to  commemorate  Aeir  ddive- 

^  ranee,  and  coming  out  of  Egypt.  " 

ao-e-ftate  in  Egypt  was  a  figure  of  the  natural 

condition  of  poor  finners,  their  bondage  ‘  ^ 


and  Refedfions^  &c. 

and  Tatan.  Ifrael’s  bondage  was  very  great,  that 
their  deiiveiance  might  be  the  greater.  But  O 
how  great  is  our  fpiritual  bondage,  and  how  nii- 
ierabie  and  deplorable  our  condition  by  means 
pereof!  yet  here  lies  a  difference,  they  were 
iennble  of  it,  but  poor  finners  are  unfenfible, 
and  do  not  figh  by  reafon  of  the  bondage,  and 
‘^'■y  [or  angmfh  of  fpirit,  as  they  did. 
rsow  in  their  deliverance, 

I.  There  was  a  revelation  of  Godin  Chrift, 
and  conleqnently  (in  fome  darker  manner)  of  the 
aivme  perlons,  Exod.  iii.  6.  “  The  God  of  Abra- 
ham,^  and  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Ta- 
cob.  It  was  Jefus  Chrift  that  appeared  to  Mo- 
fes  in  the  burning  bufh.  Ads  vii.  30.  “  An  an- 
geJ  ot  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  in  a  flame  of 

could  angel  was  he,  who 

could  or  dare  fay,  «  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham, 

T  I  T  "c  ""g®*  “I'  God’s  prefence,  the 

2.  7  here  was  a  revelation  of  the  glorious  ner 
feaions  of  God.  Of  his  wifdom^  He  ^was 
not  at  a  lofs  for  ways  to  bring  it  about.  And 

nX?  Of  h*  '’o  ^rafti- 

theVurP  ^7— “  I  railed 

&c  ”  ThP  ^  ^  "’7  power  in  thee, 

&c  I  herefore  it  is  faid  to  be  with  an  out- 

rades  dl""’  ml 

racles  done  m  the  wildernefs,  and  at  the  Red- 

t-ea,  were  proofs  of  an  Almighty  power.  Of 

w  f,i,hful„e6.  I, 

of 
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of  his  covenant  made  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years  before  to  Abraham,  Gal.  iii.  17.  This  ac¬ 
count  is  given  ot  it,  Exod.  ii.  24.  ‘‘  God  heard 
their  groaning,  and  God  remembered  his^  cove¬ 
nant  with  Abraham,  with  Ifaac,  and  with  Ja¬ 
cob.”  What  though  Abraham  be  dead  long 
ao-o,  and  though  Ifrael  may  have  almoil  forgot 
the  covenant,  or  forgot  to  plead  it,  or  are  will¬ 
ing  to  ftay  in  Egypt  ?  yet  (faith  God)  I  remem¬ 
ber,  &c.”  There  could  be  no  higher  difeovery  ot 
GoTs  covenant' faithfulnefs  than  this,  except 
tha^f  which  it  was  a  type.  Juft  thus^  it  is  by  , 
virtue  of  a  covenant  made,  long  before  we  be¬ 
lieve,  with  Jefus  Chrift  concerning  us,  that  we 
are  freed  and  delivered  from  fpiritual  bondage: 
and  not  for  any  thing  done  by  us  before  or  at  the 
time.  God  remembers  his  covenant  with  E-hrilt, 
and  takes  us  from  the  devibs^  fnare.  Again,  of 
his  goodnefs  and  grace.  Diftinguiihing  grace, 
eledtino-  grace.  O  how  did  he  diftinguilh  be¬ 
tween  Ifraelites  and  Egyptians  !  He  put  re¬ 
demption  between  them,  as  in  the  margin, 
viii.  22.  Juft  thus  alfo  are  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord  a  diftinguiftied  people,  a  chofen  people. 
Spiritual  redemption  is  of  fuch  a  people.  A 
favour  not  fhewn  to  others,  but  (hewn  to  every 
one  to  whom  the  covenant  and  promiie  was  n^ade 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  Laftly,  of  his  juftice.  1  heie 
was  an  awful  difplay  of  his  juftice  againft  his  ene¬ 
mies  when  he  faved  his  peculiar  people.  ^ 

But  O  the  wifdom,  the  power,  the  mighty 
hand,  the  out-ftretched  arm,  the  truth,  the 
goodnefs  and  awful  juftice  of  God  in  our  delive¬ 
rance  and  redemption  by  Jefus  Ghnft  !  Great  is 
his  faithfulnefs  ! 


and  Reflediions^  See,  /j.7 

The  paflbver  was  in  commemoration  of  that 
deliverance,  Exod.  xii.  14.  The  Lord’s  Supper 
IS  an  ordinance  to  commemorate  our  ipiritual  re¬ 
demption,  as  it  was  wrought  by  Jefus  Chriif, 
and  our  perfonal  freedom  by  converting,  calling 
grace,  when  we  are  called  into  the  glorious  li¬ 
berty  of  the  fons  of  God, 

II.  The  paflover  was  an  ordinance  of  prefigu¬ 
ration.  It  prefigured  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  a  ip- 
ritual  redeemer.  And  being  a  remembrance  of 
temporal  redemption,  it  was  the  more  apt  to  be 
a  type  of  fpiritual. 

1. ^  The  matter  of  the  ordinance  was  a  lamb. 
An  innocent  and  harmlefs  creature.  With  an 
eye  to  this,  Chrift  is  called  the  lamb  of  God 
John  1.  29.  Behold  the  lamb  of  God,”  i  Pet! 
i*  19.  A  lamb  without  fpot.” 

2.  This  lamb  muft  be  without  blemifli,  Exod 
Xii.  5.  elfe  it  were  not  a  fit  type  of  Chriff.  He 
was  without  the  leaf!  blernifh  or  fpot  of  fin,  Heb 

vn.  25.  Holy,  harmlefs,  undchled,  feparate 
rrom  imners.  ^ 

3.  This  lamb  muft  be  taken  up  fome  days  be¬ 
fore,  and  foon  after  flain.  It  muft  be  taken  u6 
ye  tenth  day,  and  killed  on  the  evenino-  of  the 
fourteenth;  fo  was  our  Lord  taken  up  and  appre- 
bended  by  divine  juftice  beforehand,  and  after- 
wards  crucified  by  the  hands  of  finful  men  Or 
thus,  he  was  devoted  and  faiuftified  by  baptifm  at 
about  thirty  years  of  age,  Luke  iii.  23.  and  put 
y  death  on  the  thirty-fourth.  Thus  Mr.  Ma- 
yer  on  the  types,  2d.  edit.  p.  419;  c  Chrift  en- 

yred  into  his  public  miniftiy  (faith  he)  the 
‘  thirtieth  year  of  his  life,  which  is  the  Lth 

‘  thrice 
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^  thrice  told,  and  fufFered  not  till  the  four  and 
^  thirtieth.’  Had  he  not  been  ilain,  the  lamb  had 
profited  us  nothing.  He  was  a  flain  lamb.  To 
him  the  beaffs  and  elders  fmg  that  fong,  Thou 
art  worthy,  for  thou  v/afl  flain,”  Rev.  v.  9.  And 
he  it  is  who  is  in  the  midfl  of  the  throne  as  it 
had  been  flain,”  ver.  6. 

4.  T.  he  lamb  muff  be  roafled.  This  mufl  be 
the  way  of  preparation,  and  not  any  other.  To 
fignity,  no  doubt,  the  fire  of  God’s  anger,  and 
heat  of  his  wrath,  which  Chrift  endured  for  us. 
T'he  wrath  of  God  is  oft  compared  to  hre  :  fee 
Jer.  iv.  4.  and  this  Chrifl  fufiained. 

5.  The  lamb  muff  be  eaten,  and  that  with  bit¬ 
ter  herbs,  .and  the  whole  of  it  eaten.  Of  thefe 
things  I  cannotTpeak  particularly,  only  in  a  word. 
Chrifl;  will  profit  nothing,  if  he  is  not  eaten. 
When  “  His  flefli  is  meat  indeed,”  there  mufl:  be 
an  eating  of  his  fleOi,  and  drinking  his  blood, 
or  we  have  no  life  in  us,  John  vi.  53 — 58.  And 
why  with  bitter  herbs  !  Perhaps  to  teach  felf-de- 
nial  and  repentance.  There  muff  be  forrow  and 
grief  for  fin,  working  with  faith.  And  why  the 
whole  therefore  r  Exod.  xii.  9,  ip.  Surely  to 
teach  that  we  mufl  have  a  whole  Chrifl,  even  in 
all  he  ,is  and  has,  and  in  all  his  ofRces,  Chrifl 
and  his  crofs.  Nor  would  a  true  believer  have 
any  thing  lefs. 

5.  Every  houfehold  a  lamb.  To  fignify  per¬ 
haps,  that  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  fhould  go  very 
much  by  houfeholds,  which  we  find  in  the  New 
Teflament,  “  Thou  fhalt  be  faved,  and  thy 
houfe,”  •  A6ls  xvi.  31.  Not  thy  feed,  fo  largely 
as  it  was  with  Abraham,  till  it  becomes  a  nation, 

but 


'  and  RefleSlims,  &c. 

but  thy  houfe.  And  to  fignify,  that  Chrift  would 
have  every  one  to  have  a  portion,  and  every  one 

enough,  and  every  one  of  his  to  be  fill’d  with 
gofpel-provifion. 

pailbver  was  at  firfi:  inftitution  an  or¬ 
dinance  for  protedion  and  prefervation.  flow 
was  that  ?  Why!  They  mull  take  the  blood 
of  the  palchal  lamb,  and  fprinkle  upon  the 
door-pofts,  V.  7.  to  fignify  both  the  flied- 
ding  and  the  fpnnkling  of  blood,  even  the 
blood  ot  Jefus,  Heb.  ix.  22.  Our  hearts  and 
confciences  muft  be  fprinkled  with  the  blood 

r/  u  '•  ’^'■'hich  is  therefore  called 

the  blood  of  fpiinkling,”  Heb.  xii.  24.  Elfe 

©ur  conlcicnces  can’t  be  pure  and  clean,  unlefs 
thus  fpnnKled,  and  To  not  fafe.  This  blood  is 
our  lafety.  Nor  can  any  perifli  where  it  is.  O 
^t  under  the  protedion  of  this  precious  blood. 
1  here  the  deftroying  angel  has  no  commiffion  as 
a  mellenger  of  death.  It  was  therefore  called  the 
pafiover,  becaufe  of  the  deftroying  angel  paffing 

hi  ^3’  23,  27.  T.he  Ifraelitef 

n  after  pafibvers  might  remember  this  protedion, 

fho  It  was  only  in  this  firft  celebration  it  had  this' 
particular  ufe. 

Now  when  Chrift  is  called  our  pafTover,  it 
rcTled"  Ch  nretonymicHly 

the  truth  lignified  thereby.  Or,  when  the  pafT- 
ver  was  an  oroinance  of  prefiguration  Chrift 
and  his  lacrific:e,  Chrift  and  his  fmTering  rt  p! 

ri  -A  1?  orainance  for  protedion  ;  fo  is  Tefus 
Chrift  Be -thou  blelTed  Lord,  my  ftron  '  S 

whereto  I  may  continually  refort.  ^  o  focic. 
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The  Lord’s  Supper  is  an  ordinance  of  repre- 
fentation,  fetting  before  us  thofe  things  which  the 
paffover  typed  out,  thofe  good  things  already 
come.  Let  us  view  thofe  things  under  the  fym- 
bols  of  bread  and  wine,  which  they  had  under 
the  type  of  a  roafted  lamb,  in  the  eating  whereof 
they  alfo  made  ufe  of  wine. 


APPENDIX. 


HIS  lafl:  hint  may  ferve  to  explain  what  we 


1  read  in  Luke  xxii.  17 — 20.  where  fome 
may  think  the  ftory  fomewhat  confufed  :  for  he 
fpeaks  of  the  cup  before  breaking  the  bread,  and 
then  again  after  fupper.  The  former  was  the 
paffover-cup.  Ainfworth  out  of  Maimony  gives 
a  large  relation  of  the  manner  of  celebrating  the 
paffov^er,  on  Exod.  xii.  ^  Together  with  the 
‘  pafchal  lamb  (faith  he)  they  ufed  to  drink  wine ; 
^  for  it  was  a  feaft  of  the  Lord,  and  a  facrifice, 
^  and  therefore  to  be  celebrated  with  joy,  and 
‘  with  wine,  Deut.  xvi.  ii,  12.  Numb.  xv.  5. 
‘  They  fay,  every  one,  both  of  men  and  wo- 
‘  men,  is  bound  to  drink  that  night  four  cups  of 
♦  wine  without  fail  :  and  tho’  he  be  poor — he 
«  muft  not  drink  lefs  than  thofe  four  cups.  He 
«  bleffeth  God  for  every  of  thefe  cups  feverally, 
«  and  for  the  fourth  cup  he  accompliftieth  the 
«  praife,  and  bleffeth  for  it  the  bleffing  of  the 
‘  fong,  which  is,  ‘‘  All  thy  works  praife  thee, 
<  O  Lord,  &:c.”  Pfal.  cxlv.  lO.  and  bleffeth  God 
‘  that  created  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  and  tafteth 
«  nothing  at  all  after  it  all  the  night,  except  wa- 
«  ter.’  See  more  in  Ainfworth, 


Let 


and  ReJleSltons,  &c. 

Let  me  conclude  with  this  inference.  Is  Chrift 

our  true  paiTover  ?  What  have  we  to  do  with  that 

Jewifli  feaft,  or  the  time  of  it,  now  called  Eafter  I 

\  Lafter  or  Aefter  was  the  Saxon  goddefs  which 

they  lacnnced  unto  in  the  month  of  April 

‘  whom  the  Britons  worihipped  by  the  name  of 

Adrafte,  the  fame  with  the  Phaenician  Aftarte 

and  the  Sidonian  an  Aflitoreth,’  i  Kings  xi.  c. 

‘  Afttoreth  the  goddefs  of  the  Zidonians.” 

Gale  s  Court  of  the  Gentiles,  p.  i.  ].  i.  c.  12.  p. 

»5-  I-  2.  c.  2.  Here  is  antiquity  truly,  but  a  very 

bad  original.  Aflitoreth  or  Aflitaroth,  by  leaving 

out  the  termination,  becomes  Aflitar.  And  how 

caWy  does  that  become  Eafter  ?  As  to  that  in 

"*■;>  T  ^i^ter  Eafter  to  bring  him 

forth,  &c.  It  IS  in  the  Greek- 

after  the  paflbver.  And  it  might  as  wdl^ have 
been  rendered  Eafter  through  the  New  Tefta 
ment,  as  here.  The  dreadful  dilTenln  tt^ 
happened  m  the  church  fo  early  as  in  the  fecond 
century  about  the  time  of  celebrating  Eafter 
was  doubtlefs  a  juft  rebuke  upon  them  all  fofAek 
judaizing  in  this  point.  Viaor,  bifliop  of  Rome 

excommunicated  the  Eaftern  churches!  for  ke^n! 

as  the  Romans  in  remembrance  of  Chrift’s  refm 

reaion,  did  obferve  the  firft  Sunday  after  the  full 
moon  of  March  Thic  txroo  u  /  ruJl 

Eufeb.  1.  5.  c  2?  26  Thp  ^98. 

.  c.  Z5,  20.  1  here  IS  an  exrphpnf 

the  Jewirfeaft  of!Xv!rh'rd"th!°"/ 
8»lpeWight,  ta,  Chrift  ri 

^  2  Exod. 


« H|s- 


X-  y-'.'r-  -i.  - 


5^ 


Scriptural  Meditations 


E  X  OD.  xxiv.  N 

The  glory  of  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

The  God  of  glory  appeared  to  Mofes,  Aa¬ 
ron,  and  Abihu,  with  feventy  of  the  el¬ 
ders  of  IfraeL  He  appeared  in  glory,  yet  not  as 
an  abfolute  God,  but  as  the  God  of  Ifrael,  v.  lo. 

And  they  '  faw  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  there 
were  under  his  feet  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of 
a  fapphire-ftone,  and  as  it  were  the  body  of  hea¬ 
ven  in  its  clearnefs,”  ver.  i6.  “  And  die  giory  of 
the  Lord  abode  upon  mount  Sinai,’ —-ver.  17. 
“  And  the  fight  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  was 
like  devouring  fire  on  the  top  of  the  mount. 

If  ever  any  thing  were  great,  majeftic,  and  lur- 
orifing,  it  is  what  we  have  in  thefe  verfes.  It  was 
fl  conceive  with  Mr.  Pool  in  his  annotations)  an 
appearance  of  Chrift,  the  man  Chrift,  as  an  el- 
fay  and  pledge  of  his  future  incarnation,  not  m 
meannefs  and  abafement,  but  having  his  robes  of 
slory  on,  cloathed  with  honour  and  majeny?  co¬ 
vered  with  light  as  with*  a  garment.  Lo !  1  his 
is  the  God  of  Ifrael,  the  angel  that  ^ake  to  him 
fto  Mofesl  in  the  mount  Sinai.  “  Thy  throne, 
O  God  ”  O  eternal  Son  of  God  !  “  is  for  ever 
and  ever.”  What  a  bleffed  fight  will  it  be  for  glo¬ 
rified  eyes  to  behold  a  glorified  Redeemer  .- 

Here  obferve,  1.  The  time  of  this  appearance  : 
it  was  the  time  of  dedicating  the  firft  covenant 
or  teftament,  and  of  very  folemn  facrificing  m 
order  thereto.  Read  v.  8th  inclufive  . 

which  the  Apoftle  quotes,  Heb.  rx.  i8,  19,  2  ., 


ajid  Reflections ^  Sic, 
are  hv ®  concludes,  »  Almoft  all  thincrs 

fteddLl  of  IT  '"‘fhoSt 

«,h  1  f  ^  ^  L°'^  remiffion.”  And 

!ch  the  prophet  feems  to  have  an  eye  unon 

^acn.  ,x.  II.  when  he  faith,  »  By  the  bloo  l  o;- 

thy  &c.”  In  that  firll  teL.nenl  thei^ 

'.  ®  covenant,  and  the  blood  of  it :  fo  there 

Jn  the  new.  But,  pray  don’t  think  that  firft 

nrri"hrtho'"hr"r'Tr^ 

fo  I  Tan  "  y°“  it 

the  Old  TVfl whether  you  call  it 

grace  or  th-^f covenant  of 

fracT  T  a  chTT'"  ^o'^^^ant  of 

g  ace,  or  a  church  covenant  between  Ond  nnd 

irrael,  or  an  adminiftration  of  the  covenant  of 

grace  in  order  to  a  church- ftate  i  • 
fuch-like  Rnc  t  ‘^"“'^“Atate  and  relation  j  or 

It,  Heb  !v  rr  '  ®“^'^ent,  and  the  blood  of 
ther  the  firTl’  a'  “  thereupon,  nei- 

blood  ;”  g  J  feein'rrh-  ‘^®‘J‘C«ed  without 
was  meet^it  ftoulTnIitf  ExTd!  T^v^^^  'j 

'■  rr^  tf s-G  '  5' “ 

;%Sni  i”  bor„/,t5: 

p»ple.  H.,-cf;.,“  ’-O’ finfU 

J'V,  and  vet  p-r'^re  •  hi  nd  yet  mercy  ;  glo^ 

and  yet  lets  tllm  come  neaf  Wh'^^u  diftance, 
as  a  confuming  fire,  yet  he  is  Ifraefs  God^^'^rT 

tice  15  reconcilable,  yea  recLTd!^ 

y  y  one  lied  with  mercy* 

^  3  Vo 
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To  this  text  theApoftle  has  refpeft,  ^9- 

“  For  our  God  is  a  confuming  fire.”  He  don  t 

fay,  an  abfolute  God,  or  God  out  of  ChHft,  tho 
that  is  true  indeed  ;  but  he  faith,  our  God,  or 
as  it  is  in  the  text,  the  God  of  Ifrael.  It  comes 
in  as  an  argument  with  believers,  that  they  mould 
have  grace,  to  ferve  God  acceptably,  with  reve¬ 
rence,  and  godly  fear ;  as  Mofes  and  Aaron 
would  worlhip  Ifrael’.s  God,  when  they  were  un¬ 
der  his  eye,  and  faw  his  glory.  Yea,  our  God 
even  Jefus  Chrift,  is  a  confuming  fire ;  i.  In  re- 
fpea  of  maiefty,  brightnefs  and  glory, 
was  this  reprefentation  here.  2.  In  re  pe  o 
juflice.  When  he  comes  as  the  great  eternal 
judge,  fo  Chriftlefs  finners  will  find  him.  But 
the  reprefentation  here  was  mild  ana  mercifu  , 
tho’  majeftic  and  glorious.  O  how  g'^^cious  is 
he,  in  the  day  of  his  grace  and  mercy!  orit  kils 
the  Son  left  he  be  angry,  By  this  alfo  may 
the  prophet  (Ifa.  xxxiii.  14,  15-)  be  expounded 
«  Who  among  us  fhall  dwell  the  devour  g 
fire  ?_with  everlafting  burnings  ?  With  tha 
Ood  which  is  as  a  confuming  fire  .  Mot 

hvpocAe.  ChriMefs  om,.  If  they  c.pnot 

bL'r  the  ptefente  of  hi.  dory 

hov/  can  they  bear  the  prefence  of 

and  juftice  ?  The  anfwer  follows,  he  that  ^^a^  . 

eth  righteoufly,  and  fpeaketh  upright  y.  T 

Sem  111  this  glory  fcall  be  familiar,  and  hey 

•I'hall  be  able  to  enaure  his  prefence. 

Cod  of  Ifrael  ^  when  thou  wilt  (Itew  me  thy  g  or) 
IfdoitS  wi,h  „aj.IIy,  let  nte  fee  thee  cto  d 

SI’  .nd  I  «iii  ..or 

fear  to  draw  near  unto  thee,  Dour.  i. .  20,  an 


The  appearances  of  God  of  old  were  vifible  * 
that  difpenfation  was  more  carnal.  We  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  wifh  for  fuch  appearances  of  God  ap-ain  ; 

carnal.  If  we  have  an  eye 
of  faith  to  fee  the  God  of  Ifrael  withal,  we  need 
not  Aich  appearances,  till  Jefus  comes  in  the 
cJouds  of  heaven. 

Behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  whiclt 
the  l.ord  hath  made  with  you  fo  fpake  Mofes 

when  “  he  took  the  blood 
■  and  fprinded  it  on  the  people.”  Here  now  in 
tins  folemmty  is  the  New  Teftament,  and  the 
blood  of  that  teftament  reprefented.  We  are 

firp*" j  tJtat  time,  when  it  was  dedicated  by 
ti  e  Redeemer’s  blood.  And  now,  let  us  eye  that 
od  as  the  blood  of  the  covenant.  I  fay,  this 
evening,  behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant.^  The 

Ill  "Z "hi  %  dedicated  by  it,  and 

all  the  bleffings  thereof  purchafed  thereby.  O 

fame  drops  of  this  faving  blood  !  O  let  me  have 
a  part  in  the  teftator’s  death,  in  his  New  Tefta- 

ihrb!eZ‘^  'y^e''ewith  it  is  ratified,  and- 

firl  no  as  legacies  therein,  and  I  de- 

e  no  more.  Thus  drawing  near  to  God  in  the 

?ee"  TS  we  ftiall 

God  b,n  f  "h’  Ifrael’s 

‘joa  .  but  fee  all  calm  around  him  •  a  clear 

and  peaceable  Iky,  “  the  bndv  i,  ’  • 

clearneA  ”  V„,  r  u  °  heaven  m  its 

fe]  he'tilTnl?' N  f  SW^^'mlefty  • 

of  juftice  has  been  on  Chrift.  You  may  fel  S 
and  eat  and  drink.  ™  ^ 

^  ^  Such 


/-  ‘-J 


■-k. ' 
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Such  a  time  was  that  when  the  great  facrifice 
was  offered,  and  a  greater  than  this  in  the  text. 
Such  a  time  is  this,  if  v/e  have  faith  to  fee  it, 
and  our  God  will  make  it  fo  ;  a  covenanting  time, 
and  of  fprinkling  of  blood,  and  of  drawing  near 
to  God,  and  of  feeing  the  God  of  Ifrael  as  a 
confuming  hre,  yet  a  reconciled  God. 


ExOD.  XXV.  8,  9,  21,  22. 


And  let  them  make  me  a  fandluary,  that  I 
may  dwell  among  them.  According  to  all 
that  I  fhew  thee,  after  the  pattern  of  the  ta¬ 
bernacle, — fo  fhall  ye  make  it,  ver.  2i,  22. 
And  thou  fhalt  put  the  mercy-feat  above  upon 
the  ark,  and  in  the  ark  thou  fhalt  put  the  tefti- 
mony,  that  I  fhall  give  thee,  and  there  I  will 
meet  with  thee,  and  I  will  commune  with 
thee,  from  above  the  mercy-feat, 


CHRIST  is  the  fan<ffuar)\  he  is  the  ark, 
and  he  is  the  mercy-feat.  He  is  the  lanc- 
tuary  or  holy  place  of  God’s  abode.  Nor  would 
our  God  dwell  v/ith  men,  with  fmful  men,  if 
he  had  not  found  this  dw^elling-place.^  He  is  the 
true  tabernacle,  Fleb.  viii.  2.  John  i.  14*  I  f^-l. 
Ixviii.'iS.  “Thou  had  received  gifts  for  men 
fHeb.  in  the  man]  that  the  Lord  God  might 
kveir  [viz.  in  him,  and  fo  in  them.]  This 
true  tabernacle  was  reared,  that  ^ 

(faith  God)  with  them.  O  blefled  defign 

hence  it  is  that  God  dwells  with  men  .on  earth. 

And 


cmd  Ref eai'om,  &c. 

tiomZ"  -  Wii "God  '^ueffion  of 

on  earth  ?”  k" 

the  ntyftery  is  d.fclofed,  whe'n  God";s"eart  a 

andXelfih'’i7the  Ian  F 

church  as  his  hou'ferjohl 

SwiSliJ’"  his  peo^];  aJd  gS'LS’ ftalt 

ee  v.itn  tnem,  and  be  their  God  ” 

iGu  Oi  tne  human  nat'^rp  nf  */i  •  , 

meannefs  of  his  0Li^cv^rd  i  •  ^hrdf  m  the 
the  ark  made  of  wooT  :  but  when 

%«r.d,h.  excdta,?  it  ■ 

fon,  the  worth  and  ZonitviZ/h  ^  ^hnlFs  per- 
with  God,  And  wheli  the  “t  “nion 

ten  commandments)  was  ken'tTn'^th"^ 

Pified,  that  in  Chrift  the  la,,,  ^ 

together  fulfilled.  Q  fee  thp  '‘'~ 

of  the  covenant!  And  tvhen  I 

through  him  that  God  is  a  gI  I 

The  ark  was  the  moft  fa-red  .  f  covenant, 

oacle.  Now  this  was  nllcH  ^?’' 

tubims,  and  above  upon  ,t  '^0  che- 

which  was  the  coverfng  of  theVrk' 

fore  the  covering  of  ge  law,  to  hiS;  the  thSl' 

^  eain 
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ening  and  curfe  thereof  from  the  eye  of  God, 
who  fat  upon  that  mercy-feat. 

O  glorious  reprefentation !  God  upon  a  mercy- 
feat  !  So  we  view  him  at  the  Lord’s  table.  Chnft 
is  the  propitiatory  or  mercy-feat,  the  propitiation 
for  our  fins,  the  covering  that  them,  a 

the  curfe  due  to  them  by  the  law.  Thus,  when 
the  law  is  kept  in  Chrift,  and  the  curfe  >emoved, 
then  God  is  propitious  and  merciful  to 
Tiers,  and  then  he  will  meet  his  people,  and  blels 
them,  he  will  commune  with  them  from  that 

"’^xL^'ordinance  is  the  great  folemnity  t^ere 

we  may  believe  and  hope  to  '^'^mimion 

and  where  he  will  come  and  hold  co'nmuni 

with  us,  and  manifeft  himfelf  unto  ^  f^ont 
his  me^cy-feat,  through  the  atonement  of  the 

blood  of  Chrift. 

CONCLUSION. 

T  k  Thrift  the  true  tabernacle,  m  whom  that 
J  type  was  fulfilled  ?  Then  we 

t'l  wcSip! -‘E’  God  Tr  r.rpi|"y - 

threatenea  to  reftrained.  But 

Slfehoufe"!  will  no,  6y.  f 

,  fc.  r„  God-,  wcnjnp,  ,„,e 

t  oS'and  bo.  on.  ..  on.  .ta.) 


utia  i^epedtiGJis^ 


P.'--  ^  wor- 

thofe  places  (which  is  all  theythSlen.  l”''' 
type  of  the  real  hoJinefs  o/jefus  Chr^?  ^ 
perhaps  of  the  church  of  Chwi,  I 
people,  m  whom  he  dwelk  •  K?.  T  ’ 

l»*e  holinef.  i„  tt "  tVJ,V  ''' 

cle  was  holy,  bec.ufe  (5od  r“d  n,; 
worfh  pped  ’’  Rm  I  be 

the  Old  Tedament  t  Ptophecies  of 

“  Thus  fS",™e'  L„S’  “■  '»i-  .. 

throne,  and  the  earth  Ic  ’  ^  heaven  is  my 

the  houfe  ye  build  untn  •  where  is 

place  of  my  reft  wE  'ho^ff 

ias  fo,  mo  who^U  .lo?'. 

nal  temple  will  do  y  ,  »  if  ,  "late- 

hath  mine  hand  made'  and  ii°k^  things 

1.0,,,  f.i„,  rj”'*'  “(  »"  ■;»<=  .kings  haJe 

look  that  is  poor,  S  c'>’  Yn,  I  ^ 

tenals  but  what  my  hand  hath^'Zd^''^^"” 
can  fuch  a  bu.ldi  be  m  1 
things  have  been,  <^/z  a  tah^  ’ 

kkii.  .o  my  Th'.;  £rh.t  *i;V™l>'' 

more  m  requeft  •  for  d-  ^te  no 

pel-day,  as  all  that  goes  b^E^'T  °/  2°^' 

after,  fliews.  Bur  n^y  follows 

"bEe  jS|  tt'Jle'! 

jkflifying  khnroif  sg..s'rrct:g“.‘''si; 

^  ^  had 


: 

f  : 

:  i 


t  1 


•  i 
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had  faid,  Jefus  of  Nazareth  fliall  deftroy  this 
place,  and  fhall  change  the  cuftoms  that  Mofes 
delivered  us,”  A6ts  vi.  14*  I  l2.y>  he  quotes 
this  of  Ifaiah  with  a  remarkable  preface  concern¬ 
ing  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  Adis  vii.  4^9  47> 
48,  49,  50.  And  taxeth  them  as  HiiF-necked, 
and  uncircumcifed  in  heart  and  ears,”  for  refill¬ 
ing  the  defign  of  God  in  the  gofpel,  v.  5^*  And 
as  the  temple  was  to  come  to  its  end  ;  fo  all 
temple-worfhip  (ftridlly  fpeaking)  was  to  ceafe* 
As  it  follows,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  3.  that  text  does  not 
•mean,  that  hypocritical  formal  worfhippers  are 
thus  abominable  to  God,  even  in  attending  on 
ordinances  of  his  own  appointment  (though  that 
be  true)  but  that  tempre-worfhip  fhould  altoge¬ 
ther  ceafe  ;  fo  that  killing  an  ox  is  as  flaying  a 
man,  facrificing  a  lamb  as  cutting  oif  a  dog  s 
neck,  &c.”  yet  the  poor  fiiubborn  Jevvs  chofe 
their  own  ways  (as  it  follows)  in  woifhipping  of 
God  according  to  Mofes’s  law,  in  oppofition  to 
gofpel-worfhip.  See  alfo  Mai.  i.  ii.  a  very  full 
text,  and  clearly  prophefying  of  the  gofpel-day. 
And  in  the  New  1  eftament.  Mat.  xviii.  20. 

John  iv.  20 — ^24.  1  Xim.  ii.  8. 

Of  old  the  place  was  a  pai't  of  the  worlhip, 
being  fandlified  by  his  command,  and  the  fym- 
bols  of  his  prefence.  As  with  refpedl  to  time^ 
holy  time  is  a  part  of  the  worfliip  ;  fuch  is  the 
Lord's-day  :  other  time  that  is  common  may  be 
for  holy  work,  but  adds  nothing  to  the  worfhip, 
nor  is  a  part  of  it :  fo,  fome  place  may  be  for 
holy  ufe,  but  is  net  therefore  holy.  Under  the 
eofpel,  no  difference  is  made  of  place  at  all.  And 
without  a  divine  defignation,  nothing  can  make 
•  any  place  relatively  holy.  The  fpiritual  prefence 


I 
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of  God  does  not  do  it  ;  for  then  every  place 
were  holy  where  a  believer  has  communion  with 
God.  But  fome  miraculous  appearance  of  God 
as  to  Moles  in  the  bufh,  Exod.  iii.  5.  which  did* 
pro  tempore  that  place  holy  ;  and  the  abode 

of  the  vifible  fymbols  of  his  prefence  fixed  by 
divme  appointment  to  any  place.  But  it  is  time 
o  dilmifs  this  point.  See  a  learned,  weio-hty 
and  not  unaccurate  difcourfe  thereon,  w2:.*^Mr!’ 
Jenkin’s  afternoon  fermon,  preached  Auo-ull  17* 
1662.  printed  in  the  colleaion  of  farewel  fer- 
mons,  preached  about  that  time.  To  conclude 
Jet  us  adore  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  as  the  true  ta! 
bernacle,  and  fee  that  our  hearts  be  the  Jivina- 
temples  of  the  Holy  Ghofi,  Ifa.  Jyii.  15.  Eph^f 
n  22.  It  matters  not  where  this  ordinance  is  ce¬ 
lebrated,  fo  we  have  the  prefence  of  our  bleffed 
Jelus  with  us. 

Lev.  ix.  6,  22,  23,  24. 

“  And  Mofes  faid.  This  is  the  thing  which  the 

Lord  commanded,  that  ye  Jhoiild  do:  and 

t^he  glory  of  the  Lord  fhall  appear  unto  you, 

V.  23--And  the  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared 

unto  al  the  people,  y.  24.  And  there  came  a 

file  out  from  before  the  Lord,  and  confiimed 

upon  the  altar  the  burnt-offering,  and  the  fat* 

which  when  al  the  people  faw,  they  Ihouted* 
and  fell  on  their  faces.”  ^  ^roucea, 

•THOUGH  ^crificing  was  a  folemn  part 
.  of  tne  worfhip  commanded  at  mount^Si- 
nafi  yet  It  was  much  more  ancient,  as  we  hays 

feen 


k* 
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feen  in  the  pradlice  of  godly  Noah  prefently  af¬ 
ter  the  flood,  and  of  righteous  Abel  long  before 
that  ;  which  fhews,  that  it  was  an  inflitution 
from  the  beginning.  So  vcas  Chrift  the  lamb 
flain  (in  type  as  well  as  in  promife)  from  "the 
foundation  of  the  world.  But  now,  offering  of 
facrilice  being  defigned  by  God  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  folemn  ordinances  of  his  worfhip,  till 
Chrift,  the  great  facrifice,  fhould  be  offered  up, 
he  ordained  a  priefthoed  to  ferve  continually  at 
the  altar.  This  was  the  work  of  Aaron  and  his 
fons.  Their  confecration  unto  this  office  we  had 
chap.  viii.  and  their  entrance  upon  the  difeharge 
of  it  in  this  chapter,  which  God  would  honour 
by  a  difplay  of  his  ov/n  glory.  This  they  muft 
prepare  for,  according  to  divine  direclion,  v.  6, 
7.  Though  the  difplays  of  God’s  glory  are  fove- 
reign  and  free,  yet  they  are  ordinarily  vouchfafed 
to  his  people  Vvaiting  on  him  in  a  way  of  duty. 
They  that  have  (kill  will  read  this  in  thofe  New 
Teftament  Scriptures,  John  xiv.  23.  chap.  xv. 
16.  Great  enjoyments  of  God  are  experienced 
in  a  way  of  clofe  walking  with  God,  and  keep¬ 
ing  his  commandments. 

Here  was  a  folemn  worfhipping  of  God  in 
this  chapter,  both  by  a  fin-offering,  and  burnt- 
offerins:,  both  for  Aaron,  and  for  the  people, 
V.  8.  and  18.  Thefe  things  they  were  to  do,  and 
had  the  promife  of  feeing  the  glory  of  God. 
Out  of  this  chapter  we  might  ffate,  and  very 
much  fettle  our  difputes  about  thofe  things  that 
are  called  conditions  of  the  covenant.  Do  you 
be  found  in  the  way  of  duty,  do  fo  and  fo,  faith 
God  \  for  to-day  the  Lord  will  appear  unto 

you.” 
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you.”  That’s  his  purpofe,  and  that  he  pro- 
mifeth,  and  it  is  propofed  in  a  way  of  encourage¬ 
ment.  Wei],  but  this  is  the  thing  that  ye 
fhall  do,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  fliall  appear 
unto  you,”  v.  6.  Here  it  is  propofed  as  it  were 
in  a  conditional  way.  In  this  way  you  may  cx- 
pedl  it,  and  cannot,  and  fhall  not,  have  it  in 
another.  On  this  ground  many  fpeak  of  du¬ 
ties  as  conditions.  But  you  fee  it  was  iirft  pur- 
pofed  and  promifed  freely  ;  and  the  duty  required 
was,  if  any,  conditio  conditiondti^  a  condition  pro¬ 
mifed  by  God,  or  undertaken  for  by  him.  So 
what  is  required  becomes  a  part  of  the  covenant, 
and  therefore  cannot  properly  be  a  conditioh  of 
it.  Let  conditions  then  veil  to  free  proinife,  and 
free  grace,  in  which  they  are  all  fwallowed  up. 
And  let  us  not  too  eagerly  flrive  about  words, 
but  Jee  if  we  can  agree  about  things. 

Well !  Thefe  duties  they  waited  upon  God 
in  :  and  what  then  did  Ifrael  wait  upontjod  for 
at  the  conclufion  of  this  folemnitv  ?  i.  The 
bleffing  of  Mofes  the  mediator,  arid  of  Aaron 
the  high-priefl.  For  the  office  of  the  priefi  was^ 
not  only  to  offer  facrifice  for  atonement,  but  alfo 
to  blefs  the  people.  See  i  Chron.  xxiii.  13.— 

And  to  blefs  in  his  name  for  ever.”  The  form 
of  bleffing  ufed  by  the  priefl  was  excellent.  You 
have  It  in  Numb.  vi.  24.-27.  2.  They  waited 

for  a  vifible  manifeffation  of  God’s  glory,  3  ^ 
vifible  token  of  his  acceptance  of  their  offerins* 
and  worfhip.  And  all  thefe  they  enjoyed.  Hence 
they  were  filled  with  joy,  and  holy  reverence. 

They  fhouted,  and  fell  on  their  faces.” 

What  wait  we  for  this  evening,  in  this  way  of 
duty  that  God  calleth  for  I  We  have  to  do  vvith 

C  hr  iff, ' 
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Chrlfl,  our  mediator,  our  high-prieft.  We  are 
to  converfe  with  him  in  his  glorious  and  eternal 
priefthood,  Chrift  the  prieft,  and  (thrift  the  fa- 
crifice.  This  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
comes  the  neareft  to  thofe  folemnities  of  any 
other.  Though  ’tis  not  a  facrifice,  yet  ’tis  a 
feaft  upon  a  facrifice.  And  now  what  wait  we 
for  ?  Oh  !  how  defirable  is  a  bleffing  from  our 
priefi:,  if  he  will  lift  up  his  hand,  and  blefs  us  ! 
And  how  much  to  be  defired  is  a  fight  of  the 
glory  of  God  !  Here  his  glory  is  to  be  feen,  tho’ 
not  vifibly  as  then  ;  yet  by  an  eye  of  faith.  And 
O  how  fhould  we  defire  fome  toj^en  for  good  of 
his  prefence  !  Tho’  not  by  fire  fent  down  from 
heaven,  yet  he  can  make  us  know  that  he  is  in 
this  place,  and  doth  accept  our  perfons  and  fer- 
vices  this  evening.  Lord  !  thefe  are  the  things 
we  feek  at  this  great  facrifice  !  Blefs  us,  own  us, 
and  fhew  us  thy  glory  1 


Lev.  xvi. 


Chrift  our  atonement. 

©NE  great  ordinance  of  the  Old  Teflament 
was  the  making  atonement  for  fin,  in  a 
;  ‘  very,  folemn  manner,  by  the  priefc,  even  the 
high-priefi:  alone,  once  a  year,  which  is  recorded 
very  particularly  in  this  chapter.  Here, 

I.  Confider  the  garments  which  were  to  be 
ufed.  Not  thofe  he  ordinarily  wore,  and  in 
which  he  miniflred  at  other  times,  but  the  *holy 

linen 
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linen  garments,  v.  4.  Yet  he  was  to  change  his 

garments,  v.  13,  24.  Thcfe  linen  garments  ty- 

^hed  the  meannefs  of  Chrift’s  outward  eftate. 

He  was  in  a  humbled  abafed  fbite  while  he  was 

makmg  atonement  here  on  earth.  Yet  they  ty- 

pihed  cleannefs,  purity,  and  innocence,  in  his 

whole  performance  (Key.  xix.  8.)  as  aJfo  did  the 

walhing  with  water  in  putting  them  on.  But 

Vvhen  Chnft  had  done  the  work,  he  put  on  other 

garmems,  robes  for  beauty  and  glory,  after  his 
relurredion.  <=' 

II.  Aaron  mull  provide  an  offering  forhimfelf, 
hilt  to  atone  for  his  own  fins  ;  which  fliews  the 
weaknefs  of  that  difpenfation  ;  for  Chrill  need 
not  do  thus,  Heb.  vii.  26,  27,  28.  He  could  ife- 
r  atone  for  others  fins,  who  mull  firll  atone  for 
hs  own  The  high  priell  mull  firll  be  clear  S 

for  others, 

to  ftow  that  Chnft  mull  be  clear  of  all  fin  of  his 
own,  who  was  to  atone  for  others  fins.  Thou, 
dearellLord,  who  wert  without  fin,  wert  made 
fin,  to  put  away  my  fin,  by  the  facrifice  of  thy- 
felf  on  that  great  atonement- day  !  ■' 

III.  Aaron  with  his  fin-offering  mull  offer  in- 
cen  c,  and  raile  a  cloud  of  incenfe  to  cover  the 
mercy-feat.  So  did  Chrill  carry  a  fweet  perfurne 
with  him  into  heaven,  the  peiume  of  hi  Ihcd- 
fice  the  virtue  of  his  blood  ■  and  as  with  a  c  oud 
of  nceiTe  he  covers  the  mercy-feat  above,  and 

fherc  place  with  his  intercellioa 

)  caufe  It  IS  an  encroachment  upon  the 

high- 
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high-prieflhood  of  Chrifl:  above.  No  angel  nor 
arch-angel  dares  fpeak  a  word  ;  it  is  Chrift’s  pre¬ 
rogative  to  appear  in  heaven  for  us,  Heb,  ix.  24. 
The  high-prieft  alone  muft  enter  into  the  holieft, 
and  that  once  a  year.  Moft  excellently  is  this 
difcourfed  by  Mr.  Mede  in  his  apoftafy  of  the 
latter  times,  where  he  is  fhewing,  that  praying 
to  faints  glorified,  as  mediators  and  agents  to  us 

with  God,  is  idolatry,  p.  3^ — 4^*  4^®* 

Ihews,  ‘  This  glorious  throne  of  majefty,  this 
‘  fitting  at  the  right-hand  of  God,  is  a  name  in- 
^  communicable,  an  exaltation  wliereof  no  crea- 
^  fure  in  heaven  or  earth  is  capable.  The  ho- 
^  nour  of  being  prayed  to  in  heaven,  and  before 
^  -the  throne  of  prefence,  is  a  prerogative  oi  dex- 
^  tra  Dei^  and  to  receive  our  devotions  there,  a 
«  flower  of  Chrift’s  fitting  at  the  right-hand  of 
‘  God. — Now  in  the  tabernacle  of  this  world, 

‘  as  was  in  the  firft  tabernacle,  we  may  happly 
‘  find  many  priefts  whom  to  employ  as  agents 
^  for  us  with  God  i  but  in  the  fecond  tabernacle, 

^  which  is  in  heaven,  there  is  but  one  agent  to 
^  be  employed,  but  one  who  hath  royal  commif- 
^  fion  to  deal  between  God  and  men,  that 
^  of  his  prefence,  as  Ifaiah  calls  him,  chap.  Ixiii. 

«  Q.  And  this  he  ftiews,  to  be  the  fruit  and  re- 
«  ward  of  his  undergoing  that  death  which  no 
^  creature  in  heaven  or  in  earth  was  able  to  un- 
‘  dergo  but  himfelf,  whereby  death  itfelf  was 
«  overcome, — that  it  might  appear  (or  ever  to  be 
«  a  peculiar  right  to  him.  Nor  is  God  to  be 
^  prayed  to  in  any  other  name  than  Chrift  s  name. 

c  _ God  is  one,  fo  the  Mediator  is  one.  It 

^  is  a  god-like  royalty,  and  therefore  can  beloiig 
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‘  but  to  one.’  Thus  that  great  man.  Nor  do 
I  remember  to  have  read  any  thing  better  \vritten 
than  what  he  there  writes  at  large  upon  this  fub- 
jedl.  O  the  glory  of  his  interceilion  ! 

IV.  -Aaron  mud:  offer  the  goat  of  the  fin-offer¬ 
ing  for  the  people,  and  bring  the  blood  into  the 
holy  place,  and  make  an  atonement  by  blood  for 
Ifrael.  Thus  Chrift  made  an  atonement  by  his 
own  blood,  for  all  the  tranfgreflions,  and  all  the 
fins  and  uncleanneffes  of  his  Ifrael.  Having  of¬ 
fered  himfelf,  he  carried  the  virtue  of  his  own 
blood  into  heaven,  and  reconcil’d  that  holy  place, 
that  finful  men  might  have  an  inheritance  there. 

.  No  man  mufl  be  in  the  tabernacle  wlien 
all  this  was  done.  There  was  none  with  Jefus 
Chrift  in  the  great  work  of  making  atonement. 
None  with  him  in  dying,  to  bear  a  part  or  to  fup- 
port  him  in  the  work.  None  at  the  altar  of 
burnt-offering,  or  at  the  altar  of  incenfe,  but 
himfelf,  Ifa.  xli.  28.  c.  xlix.  3.  c.  lix.  16.  c. 
Ixiii.  3.  5.  He  alone  couiTgo  in  and  make  an 
atonement  in  the  holy  place.  0  bl eft ed  Jefus  ? 

To  thee  is  the  honour  due  of  making  our  peace 
^vith  God. 

I  b^re  was  a  fcape-goat,  over  which  all 
the  iiiic|uities  of  Ifrael,  with  all  their  tranfgrefli- 
ons,  in  all  their  fins,  were  confefs’d,  and  on  which 
they  were  laid,  and  by  which  they  were  carried 
away  into  a  land  of  feparation.  Thus  Chrift  hav¬ 
ing  died  as  the  goat  of  the  fin-offering,  he  rofe 
again  as  our  fcape-goat,  and  went  avi^ay  alive, 
viclorious  over  hell  and  death ;  but  when  he  arofe,.'f 
he  left  our  fins  in  the  grave,  that  land  of  fepara- 
tion  never  more  to  be  feen  or  heard  of,  never  more 
10  be  found  or  remembred.  I  fay,  Jefus  Chrift 

lofe 
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rofe  from  the  dead,  but  our  fins  did  not  rife  with 
him,  but  remain’d  buried  for  ever.  Thus  atone¬ 
ment  was  to  be  made  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  fe- 
venth  month  every  year  at  the  end  of  the  year 
(Exod.  xxiii.  i6.)  ‘‘  So  ChrifI:  appear’d  once 
(and  but  once)  in  the  end  of  the  world,  to  put 
away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf.” 

O  let  us  view  the  blood  of  atonement,  and 
view  the  atonement  made  by  that  blood,  and  acb 
faith  in  it  at  the  Lord's  table. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  Chrift,  who  is  our 
peace. 


Lev.  xxy. 


The  jubilee. 


■  # 


There  was  a  very  great  folemnity  of  the 
jubilee,  or  year  of  releafe,  under  the 
Old  Teftament.  It  was  proclaimed  and  publifhed 
in  a  very  folemn  manner  ;  and  that  was  by  the 
Tound  of  the  trumpet,  ‘  Hear  all  ye  tribes  of 
‘  Ifrael  from  Dan  to  Beerfheba  !  The  year  of 
^  jubilee  is  come,  at  the  end  of  feven  fabbatical 
^  years  !  Hear  in  all  your  cities,  towns,  and  vil- 
<  lages,  the  trumpet  founding  a  joyful  releafe  !’ 
Now  it  was  the  greatnefs  of  the  antitype  that 
kept  up  the  greatnefs  and  majefty  of  the  type. 
The  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  which  is  the  joyful 
found,  was  figured  hereby.  This  the  Pfalmifi 
means,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  15.  alluding  (as  is  thought.) 
to  the  year  of  jubilee.  BlefTed  i,s  the  people 

that  know  the  joyful  found  s”  the  glad  tydings 

that 
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occ. 
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to  found,  .„d  §,e  jil.  bog"  .,  XT  ""J 

atonemenf  v  ^  V'l  •  on  tne  day  of 

the  time  of  Chrift’s  answered 

1“'"  ””  ®- 

fe.a  (oT  of,ob,Z  "  'aXoS'ci'^S? 

.ncnnbo  or  .obo„„,,i.,  .“TX^ 

14.  But  tv-hen  his  incarnation  and  his  death 
thus  as  It  were  conjoined  in  thefe  types  it 
that  he  was  born  to  die  ,  _  ®  TP^S’ 't  fnews, 

die  unlefs  he  were  Torn  folf  t"  " 
fs,  he  muff  alfo  die  for  us  ^  ^ 

JocrftX  dtT'T  '™  in,n„- 

bilee  takes  its  rife  both  from  th  ^  ^  ^  J“~ 

paffion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  O  iVTir^Tl^ 

O  bleffed  death  thX  o  \  Y-'  •  ^nd 

fo  much  g^^d  ’to  ’men  1  He'°“^  n 

IPraelj  m  all  the  world  !  The^^year  of 

come,  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,  E  day  ofa 
ment,  the  acceptable  year  of  the  f  n  Jl  r 
yumpet  found  aloud  to  be  heard  in  ^  I 

blown.”  Sreat  trumpet  flrall  be 

But  what  is  the  year  of  jubilee  .? 

heritance'^that  waT  wf'" 
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II  It  was  a  year  of  liberty  and  releafe  to  him 
who  was  fold  Ihro’  poverty,  and  to  his  family, 

and  of  returning  to  and  to 

Jir?o7u  Like  the  paradili’ac  ftate, 

the  inha.bit3.nts  oi  it.  hv  the 

they  were  to  live  of  what  grew  of ^  "J; 
bleLg  of  God,  which  was  to  be  eaten  out  of 

T"o°this  happy  year  Ifaiah  alludes 

?."^rrXo^  .Je . 

'"‘ThrSitual  jubilee  then  is  the  glorious  li- 
t,  T,“  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  us  free, 

Lord-, 

iF  ^  r  themfelves  to  fm  and  fatan.  It  is  the 

pmchafeof  the  poffeffion  of 

fel  go  ou^  from  till  its  fwallowed  up  ,u  evetlafl- 
ing  reft. 
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MEDITATIONS 

Suited  to  the  Occasion  of 

breaking  bread. 

part  'll. 

Containing  brief  Difcourfes  on  fome  Heads 
Lord  9oncerning  Jefus  Chrift  our 

chap.  I. 

rhe  glorious  perfeaions  of  God  difphycd  in  Chrijl. 

FM^ERE  let  us  come  and  confider  how 
2  ^  K  all  the  glorious  perfedions  of  God 

Ph  magnified  in  Jefus 

Ohnft,  and  the  redemption  of  nnnr 
finners  by  him  The  being  of  God  is  wrl^iA 

anHeen^irS^''  '"r  creation, 

this  world  h  r  and  government  of 

ff  it^  He  V  a  T°"’c  farther  proof 

earth,  to  affure  us,  not  only  «  that  he  is,  but 

that 


7  2  ^he  glorious  Per feBions  of 

that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  feek 
him  j  that  he  was  and  is  in  Jefus  Chrid:  recon¬ 
ciling  the  world  to  himfelf.”  And  he  that  will 
not  believe  this  teflimony  of  the  Son  of  God, 
deferves  to  perifli  in  his  unbelief.  But  now  let 
us  view  the  perfedhons  of  the  divine  nature. 

I.  The  wifdom  of  God.  The  conftitution  of 
the  glorious  perfon  of  the  Redeemer,  as  God  man, 
is  the  amazing  effedt  of  infinite  divine  wifdom. 
In  him  heaven  and  earth,  God  and  man,  do 
meet,  and  make  one  perfon.  Offended  and  of¬ 
fending:  natures  are  united  in  fweeteft  concord, 
the  pledge  and  way  of  our  reconciliation  with 
God.  This  is  therefore  reckoned  as  the  great 
myftery  of  the  gofpel,  l  Tim.  iii.  i6.  God 
manifeft  in  the  flefli.”  But  this  point  is  admi¬ 
rably  handled  by  Dr.  Owen,  in  his  difcourfe  of 
the  perfon  of  Chrifi: ;  to  which  I  refer  the  reader. 

And  again,  the  falvation  of  the  Church  by 
Chrifi  is  a  wonderful  difplay  of  divine  wifdom. 
Here  mercy  and  juftice  are  brought  to  a  reconci¬ 
liation,  both  their  pleas  are  fully  heard,  and  both 
fhine  forth  in  all  their  brightnefs.  A  furety  flood 
in  the  place  of  finners,  obeyed  and  died  in  their 
flead,  fatisfied  the  offended  juflice  of  God,  re¬ 
deemed  us  by  his  blood,  juflified  us  by  his  righ- 
teoufnefs  :  this  is  that  new  and  living  way, 
which  only  infinite  wifdom  could  think  of,  or 
contrive.  How  many  and  deep  are  the  myfleries 
of  the  gofpel  !  And  in  all  of  them  the  wifdom 
of  God  is  made  known  in  a  furprifing  manner, 
Ephef.  iii.  8 — lO. 

IL  The  power  of  God.  If  we  confider  the 

works  of  creation,  thofe  works  that  men  behold, 

there 


God  difplayed  in  Chrijf. 

there  he  appears  in  wonderful  difplays  of  power, 

his  eternal  power  and  Godhead,”  Rom.  i.  20. 
Jn  all  the  parts  of  the  cteation,  we  fee  the  glory, 
and  Almighty  arm,  of  the  great  Creator.  But 
when  we  are  about  to  fpeak  of  the  joyful  found, 
we  will  fay,  Thou  hail:  a  mighty  arm  :  ftrong 
is  thy  hand,  and  high  is  thy  right-hand,  Pfal. 
Ixxxix.  13. 

I  his  power  is  feen  in  our  redemption  by  Jefus 
Chriff.  For  who  can  iave  with  an  arm  like 
God  ?”  Job  xl.  9,  14.  Ifa.  Ixiii.  i.'  In  forgiving 
fin.  For  who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  that  pa^ 
donefl  iniquity  r”  Dcus  fortispar  tihi ;  J.  and  T. 
In  regeneration  and  converfion,  according  to  the 
power  that  railed  up  Chriftfiom  the  dead,  Ephef, 
i.  19,  20.  ’  And  in  raifing  up  the  faints  at  the  laft 
day.  Finally,  in  a  new  creation.  For,  behold, 
he  maketh  all  thjngs  new,”  Rev.,  xxi.  5.  Thus 
to  reflore  wnat  iin  had  ruined  j  to  repair  what 
was  marred  by  the  fall  ;  to  overcome  himfelf,  the 
xefentments  of  his  jullice  ;  and  to  brinit  good  out 
of  evil  ;  thele  are  works  worthy  of  himfelf  ;  in 
thefe  he  acls  like  God,  and  flievvs  the  exceedino* 
greatnefs  of  his  power.  ^ 

III.  The  holinefs  of  God.  He  is  an  holy  God  : 
but  the  image  .of  his  holinefs  could  only  be  imi- 
preried  on  realonable  creatures.  ^Vberefore  that 
could  not  be  learned  by,  nor  feen  in  any  of  the 
creatures  throughout  this  lower  creation,  but  in 
man  only.  And  when  man  had  finned,  what 
reprefentation  can  be  made  of  his  holinefs,  by 
iiny  creature  bearing  his  image  in  this  lower 
world  In  Jefus  Chnft:  we  fee  it,  in  his  perfonal 
jiolinels  i  and  tn  faving  poor  fallen  man  unto  ho- 

^  linefs. 
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linefs,  and  in  a  holy  way.  ’Tis  true,  he  appears 
a  holy  God  in  punifhing  Tinners,  and  might  have 
done  To  in  the  deftrudlion  of  all  the  world,  when 
all  had  Tinned.  But  he  would  be  known  to  be 
fuch  in  Taving  of  Tinners  :  now  this  could  not  be 
in  abfolute  pardon  and  forgivenefs  ;  but  in  for¬ 
giving  To,  that  his  hatred  might  appear  againft 
Tin,  and  indignation  againlb  all  unrighteoufnefs  ; 
and  that  the  holinefs  of  the  law  might  be  exem¬ 
plified  in  a  perfedl  obedience  ;  and  the  image  of 
God  in  holinefs  reftored  to  thofe  who  are  fayed. 
iNow  all  thefe  are  To  wonderfully  accomplifhed 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriff,  that  we  go  forth  and 
behold  the  infinite  holinefs  of  God  in  brighter 
charaders  and  colours,  than  ’twas  difplayed  in 
the  firft  creation,  or  could  have  been  in  the  eter¬ 
nal  perdition  of  all  who  Tinned. 

IV.  The  juflice  of  God.  As  the  purity  of 
his  nature.  To  his  infinite  juflice  with  refpedl  to 
his  law,  fhines  forth  in  Chrifl.  Vindicative  juT- 
tice  in  the  TufFering  of  Chrifl.  Remunerative 
juflice  in  rewarding  his  obedience,  with  the  Tal- 
vation  of  all  the  eled.  ’Tis  true,  he  might  have 
glorified  his  juflice  in  the  everlafling  punifhment 
of  all  the  offenders.  But  as  there  is  a  manifold 
wifdom  of  God,  To  there  is  an  admirable  and 
pleaTing  variety  in  his  works,  wherein  he  dif- 
plays  himfelf  and  his  perfe6lions.  -Nor  doth  his 
juflice  To  fully  and  clearly  fhine  forth  in  the  Tuf- 
Terings  of  the  damned,  who  are  eternal  vidlims 
thereunto,  as  in  the  Tufferings  of  his  innocent, 
beloved  and  only-begotten  Son.  “  Him  hath 
God  Tet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation” — to  fhew  his 

luftice  fas  it  maybe  rendered)  Rom.  iii.  25,  26. 
^  ^  ^  Which 
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God  ciifplayed  in  Chriji, 

hich  text  Luther  was  fo  terrified  with,  in  the 
time  of  his  foul-confliiffs,  pitching  on  thofe 
words,  To  fhew  his  jiiftice,  that  three  days  and 
three  nights  together  he  lay  upon  his  bed,  with- 
^^^L^firink,  or  any  ileep  (as  feme  write) 
thinking  Lhrift  to  be  fent  to  no  other  end  but  to 
Ihew  forth  God’s  jufiice  as  an  executor  of  the 
law  ;  till  at  length  being  fatisfied  by  the  Lord  of 
the  true  meaning,  vh.  that  the  jullice  of  God 
was  executed  upon  his  Son,  to  fave  us  from  the 
Itroke  thereof  j  he  immediately  thereupon  ftarted 
up  from  his  bed,  io  confirmed  in  faith,  that  no¬ 
thing  afterwards  could  appall  him.  .  Preface  to 
his  commentary  on  the  Galatians,  Englifii.  O 
what  a  light  of  the  gofpel  was  let  into  his  foul 

ftewed  forth  his  juftice 
in  the  fufferings  ofChrifi,  that  he  might  be  juft, 

and  a  juftifier.  Here  he  is  a  juft  God  and  a  Sa¬ 
viour  If  he  would  be  a  juft  God,  how  Ihall  he 
bea  Savmur.f  If  he  would  be  a  Saviour,  how 
all  he  be  a  juft  God  ?  Thefe  are  fweetly  recon- 

,•  ^  ii  gooJnefs  of  God.  This  is  difplayed 
'in  all  the  forms  of  love,  mercy,  and  grace. 

I.  I^ove.  It  was  love  chofe  a  number  in  Chrift 
before  the  world  was.  Free,  felf-moving,  eter¬ 
nal  love,  _  that  had  no  motive  out  of  himfelf. 
Love  ordained  Chrift  as  an  head,  above  the  fall  • 
and  gave  him  to  be  a  Saviour  of  the  body  unoa 
^  the  fall.  Here  that  of  the  Apoftle 

IS  difplayed,  “God  is  love;”  which  fpeaks  fome! 
•thing  fo  great,  fo  bright,  fo  furprizing,  that  no 
comment  or  expol.tion  can  ever^ach."  In  him! 
ftlf  he  is  lore,  and  in  his  Son  this  Urines  forth. 

^2  «  qJ 
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God  is  love.”  It  is  a  theme  worthy  of  the 
difcourfe  of  angels  and  glorified  fpirits  above^ 
and  the  fubjedt  of  their  eternal  fongs.  2.  Mercy. 
Mercy  is  love  and  goodnefs  in  a  peculiar  manner 
of  exercife,  vi%.  in  a  v/ay  of  pity,  compaffion 
and  kindnefs  to  the  miferable.  Poor  finners  lay 
weltering  in  their  blood  and  bleeding  to  death, 
in  a  perifhing,  dying,  damning  condition  :  and 
God  was  pleafed  to  look  with  an  eye  of  pity 
upon  a  remnant  of  them,  and  to  provide  a  Sa¬ 
viour.  Thofe  who  find  themfelves  raifed  from 
the  ruins  of  the  fall,  from  a  deplorable  and  mi¬ 
ferable  flate  of  fin  and  fpiritual  death,  and  from 
going  down  to  the  pit,  will  cry  out,  Mercy, 
mercy  !  God  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great 
love — hath  quickened  us,”  Ephef.  ii.  Infinite  love 
fet  this  mercy  at  work.  3.  Grace.  This  is  the 
highefi:  exaltation  of  love  and  goodnefs.  Mercy 
looks  upon  the  milerable  ;  but  grace  overcomes 
all  unworthinefs  and  ill  defert.  However  wretch¬ 
ed  and  finful,  rebellious  and  obfiinate,  the  finner 
hath  been,  it  is  refolved  to  fave  him,  and  doth 
fave  him,  with  a  right-hand,  Rom.  v.  15.  The 
grace  of  God,  and  gift  by  grace,  by  one  man 
Jefus  Chrift,  hath  abounded  unto  many,”  v.  17. 

They  who  receive  abundance  of  grace,”  he 
means  the  grace  of  God  to  us-ward,  they  who 
have  experienced  the  abundant  goings  forth  and 
fruits  of  his  grace,  fliall  reign  in  life,  &c.  Alfo 
V.  20,  21.  Now  this  lovej  mercy,  and  grace, 
is  the  love,  mercy,  and  grace  of  three  in  one, 
which  alfo  endears  it.  The  fountain  of  it  is  in 
God,  but  the  fireams  flow  through  Jefus  Chrifl. 

VI.  The  truth  of  God.  How  is  this  magni¬ 
fied  and  manifefted  in  the  Lord  Jefus !  The  truth 
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of  the  precept,  which  fays,  thou  fhalt  obey,  and 
do  this  and  the  other,  for  life  and  happinefs  ; 
and  thou  fhalt  not  do  fo  and  fo.  Where  is  the 
truth  of  God,  if  finners  are  faved  without  the 
fulfilment  of  this  lav/  of  God  in  all  the  precepts 
of  it  ?  If  any  abatement  is  made,  that  doth  not 
fecure  his  truth,  but  infringes  it.  How  came 
men  then  to  make  bold  with  the  truth  of  God, 
and  talk  of  his  condefcending  to  our  finful 
v/eaknefs  by  a  milder  law  ?  But  in  the  perfect 
acfive  obedience  of  Chrifl  this  is  fecured.  Again, 
the  truth  of  the  threatening,  Dying,  thou 
flialt  die  which  had  not  been  fecured,  if  man 
had  been  faved  of  abfolute  mercy  and  foro-ive- 
ne/s.  But  it  took  place  in  Chrift,  in  that  blef'ed 
c.xchange  between  him  and  us,  Lafly,  The 
truth  of  the  promifes,  both  in  the  covenant  of 
works,^and  of  grace,  is  difplayed  in  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  Rom.  xv.  8.  So  that  now,  when 
God’s  people  are  no  longer  called  by  the  name  of 
Abraham,  or  Jews  from  Judah;  but  by  a  new 
name,  vi%,  Chriftians  from  Chnft  ;  we  adore 
and  praife  the  God  of  truth,  we  blefs  ourfelves 
in  the  God  of  truth,  and  fwear  (that  is,  per¬ 
form  all  our  worfhip)  to  and  by  the  God  of 
truth,  Jfa.  Ixv.  16.  Heb.  In  God  Amen,  and  by 
God  Amen,  him  who  is  the  Amen,  the  true  and 
faitfful  witnefs,”  Rev.  iii.  14.'  In  whom  all  the 
promifes  of  God  are  not  only  Yea,  but  Amen, 

that  is,  are  fecured,  and  faithfully  and  eternally 
fulfilled.  *  ^  ^ 

Now,  not  only  thefe  attributes,  as  confidered 
inigly  and  apart,  but  in  mutual  afpecfts  upon  each 
omcr,  m  wonderful  harmony,  and  furprizing 
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agreement,  do  fhine  forth  in  an  obeying,  dyino- 
ixxxy.  10,  II.  and  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  14. 
Ihefe  things  are  not  only  fit,  but  ought  to  be 
the  fubjea  of  our  meditation,  when  we  come  to 
the  Lord’s  table. 


c  H  A  P.  IJ. 

Th^  ends  of  this  ordinance, 

COnfider  we  in  the  next  place,  what  are  tlie 
ends  of  this  inffitution  and  ordinance  of 
Chriif.  And  I  wifh  that  all  believers  would  ac¬ 
quaint  themfelves  with  thefe.  How  fhall  v/e 
aright  celebrate  any  ordinance,  if  v/e  don’t  con- 
fidcr  the  ends  of  the  inftitution  T  hey  are  there¬ 
fore  thefe  that  follow  : 

I.  To  keep  up  a  memorial  in  the  world,  ai>d 
in  our  hearts,  of  the  fufferings  and  death  of 
Chrifi:.  Such  an  event,  fo  great  in  itfelf,  in  its 
caufes,.  ends,  and  efFedls,  as  is  never  to  be  for¬ 
gotten.  T  nis  is  held^  forth  in  thofe  words  [in 
remembrance  of  me.]  A  remembrance  ought 
to  be  kept  up  in  the  V'orld,  which  is  done  in 
fuch  a  lolemnity  before  all  that  fee  or  hear  it. 
‘‘Yefhew  fotth  the  Lord’s  death.”  And  alfo 
in  our  hearts,  W'hich  we  ihould  fiir  up  to  a  re¬ 
membrance  of  Chrifi-.  He  remembered  us  in  his 
firfi  coming.  And  will  remember  us  wLen  he 
comds  in  his  kingdom.”  >  And  (liall  we  not 
have  an  eftedling  remembrance  of  him  ?  His  fuf¬ 
ferings  were  for  us.  O  !  let  us  keep  up  the  me¬ 
morial  of  them. 
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II.  To  be  a  pledge  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  and 
a  confirmation  of  our  intereft  in  the  new  cove¬ 
nant^  and  the  bleffings  of  it.  Love  fhone  in 
every  a£Iion  of  Chrift’s  life  :  and  in  his  paflion, 
in  that  curfed  death  he  died.  His  love  is  alfa 
feen  in  this  very  ordinance,  which  therefore 
ought  to  be  taken  as  a  pledge  of  his  love.  Its 
alfo  a  feal  of  the  covenant.  This  blood  is  the 
blood  of  the  New  Teftament,  and  was  filed  for 
the  remiflion  of  fins.”  We  are  to  eye  the  re- 
miflion  of  fins  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
given  in  the  new  covenant,  fealed  as  w^'cll  as  fig- 

nified  in  this  ordinance.  And  Chrill:  would  have 

( 

us  take  it  home  to  ourfelves.  Broken  for  you, 
fhed  for  you,  and  alfo  for  many  :  for  many  now 
in  Leaven  j  and  for  many  other  believers  in  other 
places,  as  well  as  for  you  v/ho  are  here  ;  and  for 
many  fouls  yet  to  be  converted  in  the  virtue  of 
that  blood. 

III.  To  convey  Chrifl  in  the  foul,  and  exhibit 
the  bleflings  fignified,  as  a  bleffed  means  or  in- 
firument  for  that  end  ;  and  not  an  empty  fign* 

Take,  eat,  drink,  hcE  Take  Chrift  and  all.  • 
Eat  the  bre^d,  and  eat  the  body  of  Chrift. 
Drink  the  wine,  and  drink  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
Don’t  take  up  fhort  of  this.  All  its  efficacy  in¬ 
deed  it  has  from  the  inftitution  of  Chrift.  It 
would  be  ufelefs  and  unprofitable,  if  it  were  not 
of  his  appointment.  Nor  has  it  by  his  inftitu- 
tion  any  phyfical  efficiency,  nor  is  it  a  proper 
caufe  of  grace.  The  Scripture  aferibes  no  effec¬ 
tive  force  to  the  facraments,  diftincl  from  effica¬ 
cious  obfignation  or  fealing.  All  its  efficacy  is- 
moral,,  as  the  famous  Witfius  has  accurately  dif- 
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puted  and  cleared,  Mffal.  Sacr.  tom.  ah.  E»rdt. 
19-  Ihe  hj^caaa  &  Jjltlitate  Baptlfmi,  kc.  But 

Ch^-P’  lord’s  Supper  is  an  ordinance  of 
Yhriit  s  appointment,  together  with  the  figns  he 
ooth  gire  the  things  f.gnified,  in  the  believin 
iif^e  of  this  orainance  ;  and  the  believer  in  the  u( 
ot  it  has  communion  with  Chrirt  himfclf,  who 
gives  himfeif  to  be  received  by  faith  in  the  Lord’s 

own  appointment. 

-f ^  2nd  draw  out  grace  into  exer- 

cile.  1  o  give  a  frefn  occafion  to  the  exercife  of 
repentance,  and  godly  forrow,  upon  the  fight  of 
tae  finfulnefs  of  fin,  thejuftice  of  God,  his  ha¬ 
tred  of  fin  in  ^the  fufferings  of  ChriP.  To  draw 
out  .aithon  Chrift,  while  that  glorious  object  is 
i^t  before  us,  in  his  abafement  and  death.  And 
t;.at  by  faith  w'e  might  derive  (trength  from  Chrili 
for  the  mortifying  and  fubduing  of  fin  ;  that  fo 
v/e  might  be  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death,  and 
conformed  to  a  crucified  Jefus.  To  excite  fome 
fuitable  actings  of  love  to  Chrifl:  under  the  re- 
prefentations  and  difeoveries  of  ChrifPs  love, 
that  thus  it  might  be  a  feaft  of  love,  and  a  feaft 
of  joy,  a  feaft  of  fat  things  to  a  poor  believer, 
for  while  there  are  outgoings  from  Chrift  to  the 
foul,  and  goings  forth  of  the  foul  to  him,  Chrift 
doth  fup  with  us,  and  we  with  him. 

V.  Xo  be  a  bond  of  the  communion  of  faints 
here,  and  reprefentation  and  pledge  of  the  fame 
liereafter.  We  are  all  one  bread,  one  bodv,  and 
drink  into  one  fpirit.  It  is  for  many,  and  there¬ 
fore  mull  be  in  a  focicty.  I’hey  have  all  com¬ 
munion  with  one  Lord  Redeemer,  by  one  Lord 
the  Spirit,  and  communion  with  one  another  in 

this 
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this  ordinance.  Tdiey  alfo  fit  down  as  thofe  who 
are  to  fit  tooether  in  his  kino-dom.  There  will 
be  many  to  drink  it  new  with  him  at  his  fecond 
coming.  You  fee  how  Chrifl  gives  to  all  his  dif- 
ciples,  to  every  one  a  portion.  And  for  them  he 
prepares  the  marriage-fupper  of  the  lamb.  O 
what  feaft  will  be  then  ! 

VI.  To  gather  in  our  wandering  hearts  from 
fin  and  the  world,  and  engage  them  afrefh  for 
Chrifl.  How  apt  are  ye  to  wander  !  But  O  the 
engagements  that  are  upon  us  from  time  to  time 
ever  to  admire,  ever  to  praife,  ever  to  love  our 
Jvord  Jefus  !  But  of  thefe  more  particularly,  and 
at  iar^e. 

CHAP.  in. 

Of  the  fufferings  of  ChriJI, 

I.  T  1  is  to  keep  up  a  memorial  of  Chrifl’s  fuf- 

X  I'erings  and  death.  It  muff,  it  fliall,  and 
will  be  remembered  till  time  fliall  be  no  more. 
’1  is  about  1728  years  ago  fince  he  died  upon  the 
crofs  ;  but  ftill  his  death  ought  to  be  as  precious 
as  ever  !  T  is  as  much  needed  as  ever  5  and  is  as 
full  of  efficacy  and  power  as  ever.  It  is  the  fame 
to  God  the  father,  of  as  fw^et  a  favour,  and 
ought  to  be  as  precious  to  all  that  believe.  In 
the  virtue  thereof  are  we  the  called  of  God  j  and 
thereby  do  hope  for  falvation. 

We  are  then  to  confider  whofe  death  it  was ; 
what  manner  of  death  ;  what  made  it  neceflarv 
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for  him  to  die;  whence  it  had  its  efficacy;  for 

v/hom  he  died  ;  and  for  what ;  or  what  he  ob- 
tamed  thereby. 

Queft.  I.  Whbfe  death  it  was?  Anf,  The 
Lo^^s  death.  So  it  is  called,  i  Cor.  xi.  26. 

l>ord  s  death  ;  that  great  and  glorious 
Lord.  O  how  affeding  ,  and  even  over-whelm- 
tng,  a  confideration  is  this  !  Jefus  the  Son  of 
Crod  was  he  who  died  :  not  in  the  divine  nature, 
for  that  could  not  fuher  ;  but  in  a  natur  ehe  took 
dll  purpofe,  wherein  he  was  like  his  brethren,- 
and  near  allied  to  them.  O  gracious  and  merci¬ 
ful  Lord  !  thy  grace  and  mercy  moved  thee  to  it, 
Jdc  died  who  was  and  is  the  Lord  of  all,  the 
Lord  of  glory,  the  Lord  of  life.  O  wonderful,- 
that  he  ihould  die  !  He  died  who  is  our  Lord, 
John  XX.  13,  It  was  this  afteaed  Mary  :  ^^  'They 
have  taken  away  my  Lord.’"  So  let  us  fay,  they 
*  have  cruciiied  my  Lord.  And  fhall  we  not  mourn 
for  him  ? 

Queft.  2.  What  manner  of  death  was  his  ? 

Anf.  I,  A  curfed  death.  It  was  under  the 
CLirfe  of  the  law  he  died  3  of  which  his  dying  on 
the  crofs  was  the  outward  fign  and  token.  For 
it  is  written,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  hangeth 
on  a  tree.”  It  was  fo  written  on  purpofe,  fore- 
feeing  that  Chrift  Ihould  die  that  very  death. 
He  bore  the  real  curfe,  yea,  was  made  a  curfe  ; 
which  is  the  deepeft  and  moft  forcible  expreffion 
that  could  ufed.  Was  there  no  death  that 
Jefus  could  die,  but  that  death  which  the  law  of 
God  had  put  fuch  a  brand  of  infamy  upon  ?  He 
felt  the  weight  of  fin,  and  felt  the  weight  of 
wrath.  This  made  him  complain  of  the  fuffer- 

ings 
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ings  of  his  foul  :  My  foul  is  exceeding  for^- 

rowful.” 

2.  A  painful  death.  To  hang  flretched  and^ 
diftorted  in  every  joint,  nailed  by  the  hands  and 
feet  upon  the  crofs,  life  expiring  by  flow  degrees 
this  muft  needs  be  a  very  painful  death,  and  the 
more  fo  becaufe  it  was  a  lingering  death.  Yet  it 
muft  be  owned,  that  many  of  the  martyrs  for 
Chrift  have  undergone  deaths  perhaps  more  pain¬ 
ful,  and  aftlidtive  to  the  body,  if  that  only  be 
confidered  :  and  when  they  have  done  fo  with. 
o:reateft  chearfulnefs  and  courage,yea  with  joy  and 
triumph  ;  thisfliews  there  was  fome  unfeen  fource 
and  fpring  of  forrow  to  our  Lord  Jefus,  grief 
more  pungent  than  all  this  ;  and  that  was  the 
wrath  of  God,  let  into  his  foul ;  or  elfe  you  muft: 
fuppofe  the  Son  of  God  weaker,  and  more  fubjcdt 
to  fear  and  complaint,  than  poor  weak  men. 
And  this  argument,  to  me,  amounts  to  demon- 
ftration,  that  there  was  an  inexprelTible  load  of 
grief  upon  Jefus  Chrift,  befides  what  was  froni 
vifible  agents  and  caufes. 

3.  A  fhameful  death.  For  a  mam  to  fufter  as 
a  criminal,  though  he  be  not  fo,  brings  difgrace. 
'I'hat’s  the  man  that  was  whipt ;  that’s  he  that 
held  up  his  hand  at  the  bar,  for  a  murderer,  a 
blafphemer,  fo  Chrift  fuffered  as  a  malefac¬ 
tor,  died  between  two  thieves.  What  could  be 
more  difgraceful  and  fhameful  ?  This  accufation 
lay  upon  him,  and  Chrift  bore  it,  and  let  them 
revile,  and  rail,  and  blafpheme,  committing 

himfelf  (or  his  caufe)  to  him  that  judgeth  righ- 
teoufly.”  Nor  is  this  wholly  cleared  to  this  day 
for  ftill  the  Jews  and  Turks  revile  him  as  he  that 
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was  hanged,  a  crucified  God,  who  fhall  nlve  an 
account  to_  him  afthe  day  of  judgment?  But 
O  the  patience  !  O  the  grace  of  Jefus  Chrift  f 

'  die  ?  necefTary  that  he  fliould 

Anf.  I.  The  purpofe  of  God.  So  were  his 
e  ernal  councils,  Eph.  i.  9.  chap.  iii.  n.  Ifa. 

It  mull  needs  be,  that  the  purpofe 
of  the  F ather  fliould  Hand.  2.  The  word  of 

^od,  VIZ.  his  promifes  made  from  the  beeinnino- 
of  the  world.  To  which  belong  all  the  prophe? 
t  ies  and  types  of  the  Old  Tellament :  for  the  truth 
Oi  God  was  concerned  in  them,  even  as  in  the 
promifes,  Gen.  iii.  15.  chap.  xii.  3.  Ads  xiii. 
^ru  Scripture  mud  needs  be  ful.hlled. 

1  he  neceffity  is  oft  put  upon  that,  that  fo  it  was 
,  written,  Lukexxiv.  46.  Mat.  xxvi.  54.  Mark 
X!v.  49.  (3.)  7'he  promife  of  ChriH,  for  fo  he 

haa  engaged  to  the  Father.  He  had  ftricken  the 

nands  of  furetylhip,  and  could  not  go  back, 
rial.  xliv.  6,  7.  t  > 

Now  the  purpofe  and  promife  of  God  reded 
on  thefe  grounds;  (i.)  The  glory  of  God. 
Ghrilt  mull  die,  that  God  might  be  glorified, 
i  his  IS  his  end  in  all  his  works,  and  therefore 
^rely  in  the  highell  and  greatell  of  them.  (2.) 
The  falvation  of  poor  Tinners,  which  his  heart 
was  fet  upon.  He  might  choofe  whether  he 
would  fave  Tinners  or  no,  but  he  chofe  to  fave 
them.  And  if  he  would  lave  them,  Jefus  Chrill 
itiufl  needs  fiilFer.  Sinners  could  not  be  faved 
nnlels  OhriH  died  ,  and  truly,  I  think,  abllradl- 
iTig  from  the  decree,  the  law,  juftice,  holinefs. 


<  lid  truth  of  God  flood  againfl  it. 
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Qiiefl.  4.  Whence  the  death  of  Chrift  had  its 
efficacy  ? 

Anf.  (i.)  From  the  dignity  of  his  perfon. 
The  Son  of  God,  the  only  begotten  Son,  who 
is  God  and  man  in  one  perfon.  Who  through 
the  eternal  fpirit  offered  himfelf,”  Heb.  ix.  14. 
meaning  his  own  divine  nature.  This  was  the 
altar  that  fan<fl:ified  the  gift.  (2.)  From  the  au¬ 
thority  of  his  office,  Called  of  God,”  Heb.  v. 
4.  Chofen  of  God,”  i  Pet.  ii.  4.  f  Sent  of 
God,”  John  X.  36.  Hence  Dr.  Davenant  on  Col. 
i.  14.  gives  that  reafon,  ^  That  believers  under 
‘  the  Old  Teflament  had  redemption  in  ChrifPs 
‘  blood,  becaufe  this  facrifice  of  Chrifi:  had  its 
‘  faving  power  not  only  from  its  exhibition,  but 
‘  from  the  eternal  decree  of  God."^  (3.)  From 
the  voluntarinefs  of  his  obedience  :  He  offered 

himfelf.”  O  this  made  it  pleafing  to  the  Father, 
John  X.  17,  18.  (4.)  From  the  perfedfion  of  his 
facrihee  ;  without  fpot,  elfe  it  could  not  have 
been  accepted.  Lev.  xxii.  21,  25.  (5.)  From  the 
exchange  between  him  and  us  ;  unlefs  he  had 
been  a  furcty  ffanding  in  our  dead,  his  death  ’ 
could  not  have  at  all  availed  for  us.  I  might  add, 
from  the  proportion  between  the  threatening  and 
the  fuffering  of  Chrift ;  but  T  pafs  on. 

Qued.  5.  For  whom  Chrid  died  ? 

Anf.  Not  for  the  fallen  angels  ;  though  -  they 
needed  a  redeemer,  he  did  not  take  their  nature, , 
nor  become  furety  for  them,  Heb.  ii.  16.  but  for 
dnners  of  the  fons  of  men.  This  is  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  that  philanthropy,  or  love  to  men,  men¬ 
tioned  Tit.  iii.  5.  It  is  not  to  fallen  angels,  but 
to  the  nature  of  man  :  yet,  not  for  all  of  them, 

but 
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»  "umber  chofen  before  of  God,  who  are 
called  God  s  elea,  his  chcfeii,”  Jfa.  xliii.  20. 

nis  redeemed  ”  Ifa,  Ixili.  4.  »  The  ranfomed 
of  the  Lord,  Ifa.  1,.  10,  1 1.  Redeemed  from 
among  men,”  Rev.  xiv.  4.  But  what  was  their 
ftate  and  condition  .?  I  anfwer,  they  lay  in  the 
fall,  in  all  the  mifery  and  ruin  of  a  fallen  ftate  ; 
that  IS  certain,  when  Chrift  died  for  them.  But 
were  they  fo  confidered,  or  confidered  as  believ¬ 
ing  and  obedient  ones  .?  I  anfwer.  They  were 
confidered  as  wicked  and  ungodly  believers  and 
enemies,  Rom.  v.  6,  8.  Even  the  faints  then  in 
heaven,  as  the  objedf  of  redemption,  were  fo 
confidered.  It  is  frequently  faid,  «  Chrift  died 
for  all  true  believers.  ’  You  may  alfo  fay,  he  died 
for  all  the  faints  in  heaven  :  and  there  were  many 
there  when  he  died  ;  but  he  died  for  none  of  them 
as  glorified,  but  as  fallen.  So  believers,  as  fucb, 
wcfe  not  the  objeas  of  redemption.  Chrift  died 
for  no  man  as  a  believer  or  penitent,  but  as  an 

ungodly  finner,  and  to  make  him  a  believer  and 
penitent. 

Now  confider,  are  we  ranfomed  ones  ?  Are  we 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  ?  Then  we  may  fav, 
who  lov^d  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me.  O  how 
IlioulEwe  be  before  the  Lord  with  joy  and'praife 
this  /Evening  ! 

6.  For  wh-^t  Chrift  died  ?  or  whst  hs 
obtained  by  his  death  ? 

Anf.  As  he  obtained  a  people  to  his  praife,  to 
be  unto  him  a  name  of  joy,  a  praife,  and  an  ho¬ 
nour,  before  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which 
fliali  hear  all  the  good  that  he  doth  unto  them  ^ 

.  fo  he  obtained  for  them  an  inheritance  of  higheft 
privileges,  dignities,  and  enjoyments,  both^here 

and 
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and  hereafter  :  an  inheritance  of  grace  in  thisy 
and  an  inheritance  of  2:]orv  in  another  world,. 
He  would  have  his  ranfomed  ones  to  be  happy, 
and  enjoy  their  inheritance,  as  his  dear  purchafe. 
It  is  he  hath  made  them  kings  and  priefls  to 
God,”  Rev.  i.  6.  The  heavenly  inheritance  is 
the  purchafe  of  Jefus  Chrift,  Eph.  i.  14.  This- 
puts  a  value,  and  a  fweetnels,  upon  every  blef- 
fing  which  we  receive  :  it  is  the  price  of  blood.- 
Faith  is  fo,  and  heaven  itfelf  is  fo  3  and  O  how 
precious  on  that  account  ! 


CHAP.  IV. 


Of  the  Love  of  Chrift\ 


II.  fecond  end  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  isy, 

I  to  be  a  pledge  of  the  love  of  Chriftp 
and  a  confirmation  of  our  interefi:  in  it,  and  in 
the  new  covenant. 

I.  To  be  a  pledge  of  the  love  of  Chrifl. 
The  heart  of  Chrift  was  full  of  love,  and  he 
fought  ways  to  exprefs  it  :  for  love  feeks  a  vent 
and  way  to  exprefs  and  make  known  itfelf.  No 
doubt  the  difciples,  who  had  feen  the  power  of 
ChrifI:  fo  often,  wondered  to  fee  him  fo  weak,  as 
he  feemed  to  be  at  that  time.  Nay,  perhaps  (as 
fome  have  thought)  Judas  might  think,  that  ' 
when  he  had  betrayed  him,  his  enemies  could 
not  hold  him,  Mat.  xxvii.  3.  And  it  is  probable 
his  enemies  might  think  of  fome  greater  flrugglcy 
which  made  them  infult  him  fo,  v.  40,  42, 
Friends,  or  enemies',  they  were  little  aware  what 

were 
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weie  the  cords  that  held  him,  that  bound  him  to 
the  horns  of  the  altar,  Pfal.  cxviii.  27.  that 
made  this  mighty  Sarnfon  fo  weak  in  their  hands, 
while  yet  he  was  fo  Rrong  as  to  overcome  in  dy- 
ing.  The  cords  (I  fay)  unfeen,  that  bound  him 
fo,  were  his  own  love  and  our  fins.  So  ftrong^ 
were  thefe  cords,  that  one  of  them,  even  our 
fins,  were  able  to  have  bound  us  hand  and  foot 
for  outer  and  eternal  darknefs  ;  but  one  of  thefe 
cords  could  not  bind  him  without  the  other# 
Thefe  twilled  cords  therefore  faftened  him  to  the 
crofs  with  infinitely  more  flrength,  than  the 
nails  that  pierced  his  bleffed  hands  and  feet. 
^^tVhat  fhall  be  done  with  Jcfus  ?  Av,  what  in¬ 
deed  ?  Shall  he  be  received  ?  or  fhall  he  be  re- 
j^(Sled  ?  Doih  this  admit  of  a  debate  ?  TThey  cry 
out,  crucify  him,  and,  with  united  and  repeated 
voices,  crucify  him.  Why,  what  evil  hath  he 
done  ?  That  indeed  is  worth  afking  :  what  had 
the  innocent  J^efus  done  ?  XVhole  ox,  or  whofe 
afs,  hath  he  taken  away  ?  Or,  becaufe  he  has 
fhewn  fo  much  kindnefs  to  men  (ever  goino-  up 
and  down  doing  good)  mufl  he  be  thus  required  ? 
What  evil  1  Its  true,  he  did  none  :  but  I  have 
done  evil  4  and  thou,  O  believer,  and  my  fins, 

I  trufl,  were  fet  to  his  account.  Yet  thofe  iron 
chains  of  our  fins  could  not  have  faflened  on 
him,  nor  have  held  him,  unlefs  they  have  been 
made  fall  by  the  filken  cords  of  love,  his  own 
dear  love  to  poor  Tinners.  O  the  greatnefs  of  his 
love  !  Love  could  reflrain  Almighty  power,  and 
hold  him  to  the  tree.  We  cannot  make  a  due 
edimate  of  his  love,  unlefs  we  confider,  who  it 
is  that  loved  us  3  who  they  are  on  whom  he  fet 

his 
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his  love  ;  in  what  manner  he  exprefTed  it ,  what 
are  the  properties  ;  and  laftly,  what  are  the  fruits 
and  effedls  of  it.  But  all  thefe  would  open  too 
large  a  held  of  difcourfe.  he  Lord  aflifl'  yOur 
and  my  meditation  on  them  unto  fvveet  reucih- 
ment.  Only  let  me  add  a  fev/  words  :  it  was 
the  Son  of  God  who  was  the  lover,  and  finful 
men  who  were  the  objedfs  loved.  And  it  v/as  by 
dying  he  exprefled  his  love.  ‘  For  he  came  to 
^  lay  down  his  life  even  for  his  enemies,  and 
^  (like  the  kind  balfam-tree,  whofe  healing  wounds 
‘  weep  fovereign  balm  to  cure  thefe  that  made 
‘  them)  he  refufed  not  to  die  for  thofe  that  killed 
‘  him,  and  (hed  his  blood  for  fome  of  thofe  that 
‘  fpilt  it.’  Boyle’s  Seraphic  Love,  p.  74.  And 
in  the  words  of  another  excellent  author  :  ‘  We 
‘  fee  him  on  the  crofs,  hanging  on  the  forenefs 
‘  of  his  hands  and  feet  j  w^e  fee  him  pierced  to 
‘  the  heart  by  a  ruffian  foldier  ;  we  fee  him 
‘  crowned  with  thorns,  and  the  precious  blood 
*  trickling  from  the  head,  to  meet  thofe  other 
‘  rivers  that  were  running  from  his  fide  and  feet : 
‘  we  fee  him  forfaken  of  his  difciples  ;  and, 
‘  what  is  more,  we  hear  him  complaining  of 
‘  being  forfaken  of  God  too.  O  blefied  Savi- 
‘  our  !  what  eyes  can  refrain  from  v/eeping  P 
‘  What  heart  from  bleeding  ?  Is  this  the  enter* 
‘  tainment  that  the  world  gives  to  thee,  the 
^  deareft  pledge  that  God  hath,  or  can  fend  r — > 
‘  Shall  we  mock  and  fcourge,*  crucify,  pierce 
‘  and  murder  thee  ?  and  wilt  thou,  by  all  thefe 
^  outrages  committed  againft  th^felf,  accompliBi 
‘  our  lalvation  ?  Q  vidforious  love  !  that  can 
‘  pardon  when  abufed,  and  exalt  us  by  being 

^  aba  fed, 
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nSfS.  ■'' 

Wh^f  nativity  of  Chrift. 

v^here  alfo  he  excellently  difcourfcs  the  loath- 
fomenefs  and  deformity,  frowardnefs  and  rebel- 
hon,  of  thofe  on  whom  this  love  is  pitched  • 

o  lhme  forth,  m  an  incarnate  and  dying  Tefus  • 
which  I  had  not  feen  till  I  had  finilhed  mVmedi- 
tations  on  that  fubjed  in  a  preceding  chapter. 

nfrh  T  t'"  a  pledge  of  the  love 

of  Chnft.?  I  anlwer,  Chrift  has  made  it  fo  bV 

his  inftitution,  and  makes  it  fo  by  his  Spirit 

when  he  gals  his  love  to  the  fouls  of  his  pe^opie 

therein.  By  his  inftitution,  it  has  a  refpedt  to 

Bie  greateft  expreffion  of  love  that  ever  was. 

Nothing  without  his  inftitution  could  be  a  pledge 

or  token  of  his  love.  .Should  men  return  to  the 

paflover,  and  fay,  a  lamb  would  do  better  than 

a  morlbl  of  bread,  it  would  be  no  expreffion  of 

.rifts  love,  becaufe  not  of  his  appointment. 

But  now  when  he  inftituted  this  to  remember  his 

k  exprefs,  in  a  figure,  his  dying  love, 
and  that  the  very  night  in  which  he  was  betray¬ 
ed,  for  the  good  and  comfort,  folace  and  refrefh- 
ment,  of  his  people  j  it  muft  needs  be,  in  the 
nature  of  the  ordinance,  and  in  the  intention  of 
Chnft,  -a  token  of  his  love.  Here  (faith  he) 
here  is  a  pledge  and  a  tafte  of  my  love,  till  I 
come  again.  Moreover,  by  his  Spirit  he  mani- 
relts  his  love  to  his  people  in  this  ordinance.  As 
love  IS  that  which  is  read  in  every  part  of  it,  fo 
love  is  that  which  is  manifefted  fometimes  in  a 
Ipecial,  though  fecret,  invifible  way,  to  the 
louls  of  his  people  therein.  For  thy  hike  I  died 
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faith  Chrift  ;)  and  for  thy  fake  appointed  this 
ordinance  on  that  remarkable  night.  Died  to 
be  meat  for  faith  !  appointed  this  folemnity, 
making  rnyfelf  nigh  to  thy  faith  to  be  fed  upon. 

‘  But,  O  Lord,  we  can  neither  keep  filence, 
nor  yet  fpeak  out  thy  love,  it  is  fo  great,  fo 
infinite  !’  Oh  !  what  a  fweet  repaid,  when 
Chrift,  the  bread  of  life,  is  prefent,  and  his  love 
is  the  generous  wine  going  down  fvveetly,  even 
the  fpiced  wine  of  the  juice  of  his  pomgranate  ! 
So  let  me  feaft,  O  Lord,  at  thy  table  !  Thy  love 
is  better  than  wine  :  love  is  all  in  this  ordinance. 
Blefted  be  the  Lord  Jefus  for  his  love-tokens  ! 
But  O  what  love  ftiall  we  return  1 

2.  This  ordinance  is  for  the  confirmation  of 
our  intereft  in  the  new  covenant,  or  New  Tef- 
tament.  And  even  herein  it  is  an  expreflion  of 
Chrift’s  love,  in  that  he  would  have  us  know, 
that  he  hath  loved  us.  For  when  the  love  of 
Chrift  is  reprefented  and  manifefted,  this  is  a 
mighty  confirmation  to  faith  ;  and  faith  is  not 
confirmed  without  this.  The  new  covenant  is 
fealed  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  :  fo  the  firft:, 
teftam.ent  was*  dedicated  by  blood,”  Heb.  ix.  i8. 
but  the  New  Teftament  with  better  blood.  The 
covenant  of  the  Father,  wherein  all  fpirituai 
blcftings  are  promifed  and  given,  is  become  the 
teftament  of  the  Son,  confirmed  by  his.  death. 
This  is  a  point  of  lofty  confideration,  that  all 
the  bleftings  of  the  Father’s  everlafting  covenant 
are  the  legacies  of  Chrift’s  laft  teftament.  Chrift 
has  made  a  will  in  favour  of  his  people,  and  it 
is  of  force  by  the  teftator’s  death,  Heb.  ix.  i6. 
And  fuch  a  relation  hath  this  ordinance  to  the 


new 
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.”h?NeTT"i’  “  Thi*  cup  ■„ 

me  New  Teliament  in  my  blood  or,  i,  m, 

Sirent'  ,"?y  Wood  of 'the  New 

I  in  Th.”  ^  g'-eat  thing,  as  to  this,  is,  am 
1  in  that  covenant  and  teftament  of  Chrift  ? 

nat  IS  It  to  them  that  have  no  part  in  it  ?  The 
b  e/Tnigs  of  it  are  great  and  glorious  ;  but  are 

fahh  of"it  ■  r  us  endeavour  to  come  with  the 

Lord’ftV  !  "  X?  "  confirmed  to  us  at  the 

th^tL  tS'b  covenant  is  a  teftament, 

fntV  fif  Ws  teftament  is  of 

force,  and  has  been  ratified  by  his  blood,  are  fnr- 

ihed  in  this  ordinance  ;  and  the  bleffings  of  It 

on  irmed  to  faith,  particularly  the  remiffion  of 
iins. 

Here  is  a  confirmation,  that  the  Son  of  God  is 

ann’n’  I  "Weed  ;  that  he  fuftered 

and  bled.  Though  the  time  is  long  fince,  yet 

the  thing  IS  not  forgotten,  nor  ever  fliall,  O 
J-oid  .  fo  long  as  thy  people  have  a  thinking  fa¬ 
culty  j  nor  ceafe  to  be  fpoken  of,  fo  long  as  they 
have  a  tongue  to  fpeak.  The  great  doclrines 
and  articles  of  faith  are  confirmed  in  this  ordi¬ 
nance,  which  our  Lord  has  left  on  purpofe  to  be 
Lien  a  confirmation.  How  happy  will  it  be  may 
we  fee  one  by  one,  and  fay.  He  died  for  me  ! 
May  this  be  confirmed  and  fealed  !  We  will  re¬ 
joice  with  unfpcakable  joy,  as  on  the  borders  of 
glory. 
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CHAP.  y. 

Of  the  corweyance  of  Chrij}^  and  his  benefits^  into  the 
foul  \  and  drawing  forth  of  grace  into  exercife. 


ni.  A  Nother  end  of  this  ordinance,  is,  the 
conveyance  of  Chrift  to  the  foil],  and 
exhibiting  the  benefits  of  the  new  covenant.  O 
take  heed  of  fficking  in  the  bare  ordinance,  in 
the  elements  of  bread  and  wine.  ‘  We  are  to 
‘  confider  the  elements  till  we  have  got  hold  of 
‘  Chriff  j  then  we  are  to  let  go  the  figns,  and 
‘  embrace  him  that  is  fignified.  I'hey  are  only 
‘  ukful  to  a/Tift  our  faith,  by  virtue  of  God’s  in- 
‘  ftitution,  in  beholding  and  embracing  the  ob- 
^  jedfs  of  faith.  So  Dr.  Goodwin.  Take  heed 


of  imagining  1  know  not  what  fort  of  virtue  in 
the  ordinance,  or  in  him  that  adminiflers  it.  It 
is  a  great  thing  that  it  fignifies  and  reprefents  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chriff,  v/ith  v/hom  therefore  faith 
converfes  therein.  Nor  do  we  deny,  that  Chrift 
is  given  really  and  truly,  though  fpintually  and 
myllically  (not  corporally}  to  the  true  believer  in 
the  Lord’s  Supper  :  that  when  he  receives  the 
figns,  he  receives  him  that  is  fignified  :  and  by  ' 
the  blefTing  of  Chriff,  and  worknig  of  the  Spirit, 
it  feals  up  to  the  believer  his  interdf  in  the  Nevv 
I  effament,  and  the  bldlings  thereof,  whether 
he  feels  it  fenfibly  or  no.  Chriff  and  his  benefits 
are  given^  and  received  in  this  ordinance.  How 
fliould  this  make  us  long  and  thirff  after  it  ! 

Eating  includes  receiving,  and  receiving  Chriff 
cairies  in  it  a  reception  of  his  benefits.  So  that 

thcr« 
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there  is  a  giving  and  receiving.  And  as  the 
word  of  God  is  a  means  and  inftrument  of  our 
participation  of  Chrift  ^  fo  is  this  ordinance  made 
to  be  ;  even  of  a  dying  crucified  Jefus,  and  of 
the  benefits  of  his  death.  Our  Lord  not  only 
faid,  this  IS  my  body  which  is  broken,  but  given 
for  you  :  fo  that  here  is  fignified  the  body  of 
Chrifi:  as  broken  and  given  not  only  for  us,  but 
to  us.  Nor  is  there  barely  the  fign  of  it,  but 
the  very  thing  itfelf,  even  the  giving  of  the  body 
Chrifi,  for  food  to  faith.  Here  then  is  work 
for  faith,  that  Chrifi  is  given  by  the  Father,  and 
by  himfelf,  unto  us  in  this  ordinance.  More¬ 
over,  This  is'  my  blood  (faith  he)  filed  for 
you,  and  for  many,  for  the  remifiion  of  fins.” 
I'hc  remifiion  of  fins  then  is  one  of  the  blefiings 
fealed  and  applied  in  this  ordinance.  O  let  our 
thoughts  enlarge  here  !  Sins,  in  the  plural !  How 
many  are  they  ?  They  are  beyond  number.  The 
fins  he  bore  are  fo,  Pfal.  xl.  12.  where  the  Pfal- 
mifi  is  fpeaking  in  the  perfon  of  Chrifi.  Thy 
fins  and  mine  are  fo ;  and  great  as  well  as  many  ; 
but  Chrifi  faith  fins  without  exception,  meaning 
all  the  fins  of  his  eledf.  The  remifiion  of  fins 
is  founded  in  the  expiation  of  them,  or  atone¬ 
ment  made  for  them.  The  remifiion  of  fins 
means  the  blotting  of  them  out,  and  remembring 
them  no  more.  Here’s  the  efficacy  and  perfedfion 
of  this  great  facrifice.  Receive  we  then  the 
remiffion  of  fins  this  day  :  and  what  bleffing 
fliall  or  can  be  wanting  ?  Heb.  viii.  10 — 12. 

IV.  Another  end  of  this  ordinance  is,  to  fiij 
up  and  draw  out  grace  into  exercife.  For  this 

blefied 
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blefled  end  hath  our  Lord  appointed  it.  God  by 
his  regenerating  fpirit  hath  inlaid  his  people  with 
^  the  principles  and  habits  of  grace,  which  are  the 
powers  and  Lenities  of  the  new  creature,  or  the 
feveral  p^embers  thereof.  In  the  exercife  of 
thefe  confihs  the  whole  exercife  of  fpiritual  life, 
and  thereon  depends  the  giowth  and  increafe  of 
Ipiritual  life.  Now  although  God  could  keep  up 
holy  frames  of  heart,  in  the  exercife  of  grace, 
more  immediately  by  himfelf ;  yet  has  he  ap¬ 
pointed  ordinances  for  that  purpofe,  whereby  our 
communion  with  God  in  Chrid:  is  upheld  :  and 
among  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel  this  is  one  of 
the  mod  eminent.  And  that  it  is  appointed  for 
luch  an  end  appears, 

I.  In  that  it  is  the  communion  of  the  body  of 
Chrid,  and  of  the  blood  of  Chrid,  i  Cor.  x,  16. 
Not  only  to  fignify  it,  but  alfo  for  the  enjoyment 
and  experience  of  it.  T.  hat  when  we  eat  that 
bread,  and  drink  that  cup,  we  might  have  a  real 
communion  with  Jefus  Chrid.  that  our  com¬ 
munion  with  Chrid  is  greatly  promoted  hereby. 
Now  then,  when  our  whole  adual  fenfible  corn- 
munion  with  Chrid  is  enjoyed  in  and  by  the  ex¬ 
ercife  of  grace,  this  ordinance  mud  needs  have 
an  influence  thereinto,  or  elfe  it  can  have  none 
into  our  communion  with  Chrid.  And  if  it  hath 
Lch  an  influence,  it  is  by  the  appointment  of 
Chrid.  It  cannot  be  ufeful  thereunto,  unlefs  he 
hath  appointed  it  for  that  end. 

2.  from  the  qualification  of  the  perfons  re¬ 
quired  to  partake  of  this  ordinance.  They  are 
giacious  perfons  onl)^,  who,  according  to  Chrid’s 
appointment,  ought  to  partake  therein,  i  Cor. 
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xi.  28.  And  why  fuch  who  have  grace  r  but  be- 
caufe  the  exercife  of  grace  is  required.  And  why 
are  others  forbidden  ?  Eecaufe  they  cannot  exer- 
cife  grace,  who  have  no  grace. 

'  3.  b  rom  the  nature  of  that  remertibrance  of 

the  Lord’s  death,  which  is  called  for  in  this  or¬ 
dinance,  it  is  not  a  bare  hiftorical  remembrance, 
which  a  carnal  man  may  have  s  but  a  fpiritual 
believing  remembrance  ;  a  tender  alfedfionate  re¬ 
membrance.  Chrift  could  call  for  no  lefs,  and 
we  could  not  put  him  off  without  this.  Now 
the  exercife  of  grace  is  required  to  fuch  a  remem¬ 
brance,  and  is  felt  therein. 

4.  b  rom  that  difcerning  of  the  Lord’s  body, 
which  is  alfo  required,  i  Cor.  xi.  29.  It  is  poffi- 
ble  for  perfons  to  eat  and  drink  the  bread  and 
wine,  and  not  difcern  the  Lord’s  body.  The 
Corinthians  could  not  be  Vv^ithout  feme  knowledge 
of  the  occafion  and  end  of  its  inflitution  ;  but 
there  was  a  farther  believing,  difcerning  the 
Lord’s  body,  which  is  called  for,  than  juft  a  dif¬ 
cerning  it  from  common  bread.  Now  that  dif¬ 
cerning  fuppofes  the  exercife  of  grace,  or  indeed 
confifts  therein. 

5.  In  the  Lord’s  Supper  Chrift  has  appointed 
vifibie  figns,  that  fpeak  to  our  fenfes,  and  prefent 
Xhe  objedts  that  our  graces  fhould  adf  upon.  And 
why  doth  Chrift  ufe  figns,  but  to  aftift  our  weak 
faith  ?  We  fliould  impeach  his  wifdom  in  the  in- 
ftitution,  if  we  fhould  deny,  that  it  was  appointed 
to  ftir  up  and  draw  forth  grace  into  exercife :  for 
the  other  ends  would  be  rendered  fruftrate  without 
this.  It  was  therefore  a  great  inftance  of  the 
grace  tnd  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  feeing  how 
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spt  we  would  be  to  wander,  how  oft  our  frames 
would  be  like  that  of  the  difciples,  in  the  ni2;ht 
of  his  agonies,  drowfy,  fleepy,  and  declining, 
to  recal  us  to  the  exercife  of  graoe  by  this  ordi¬ 
nance. 

6.  From  the  experience  of  believers.  I  hope 
we  have^  gone  away  from  this  table,  from  tliis 
duty,  revived,  refrefned,  comforted,  and  flrength- 
ened  .  that  as  clearly  as  the  word  ot  truth  has 
been  ufed  in  the  hand  of  tne  Spirit,  for  the  work- 
ing  of  grace,  this  ordinance  has  been,  and  is 
ufed  for  flirring  up  and  drawing  forth  the  exercife 
of  grace.  It  is  true,  the  word  doth  not,  can¬ 
not,  work  grace,  but  by  the  Spirit  working  in 
it .  nor  doth,  nor  can,  this  ordinance  enliven 
and  drav/  forth  go'ace  into  exercife,  fave  by  the 
operation  of  the  fame  Spirit.  But  this  is  no  pre¬ 
judice  to  what  has  been  pleaded. 

7  he  graces  to  be  exercifed  may  be  gathered 
from  thofe  confiderations  already  \ir.(red,  that 
prove  the  necelhty  of  it.  l^hcy  are  fmth  ’  love, 
repentance,  humility,  joy,  hone,  and  the  like! 
Such  graces  of  the  Spirit  are  to  be  in  exercife. 
And  it  is  eafy  to  ihew,  that  what  exercife  of 
giace  is  neceflary  to  a  right  performance,  the  or¬ 
dinance  has  an  aptitude  and  fiiitednefs  in  the  na- 
ture  of  it  to  draw  it  forth  ;  1  mean,  thro’  the 
^oly  Ghoft  working  therein.  Study,  Q  my 
lOuG  the  exercife  of  grace,  in  giving  and  re¬ 
ceiving  ;  and  let  my  beloved  come  into  his  gar- 
■ueii,  and  take  his  pleafant  fruits-” 
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Of  the  communion  of  faints^  and  calling  in  of  the 

heart  from  the  world. 

V.  Nother  end  of  this  inftitution  is,  to  be 
Tv  a  bond  of  the  communion  of  faints 
here,  and  a  pledge  of  it  hereafter.  Believers 
have  communion  with  Chrift  their  head,  and 
they  have  communion  with  one  another,  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  fame  father,  as  members  of  the  fame 
body.  This  ordinance  puts  them  in  mind  how 
near  they  are,  and  ought  to  be,  to  each  other. 
They  belong  to  the  fame  family,  and  come  into 
their  father’s  houfe,  and  fit  around  his  table. 
They  muft  therefore  lay  afide  all  their  refentments 
and  anger,  all  malice,  and  all  guile,  &c.  i  Pet. 
ii.  I.  and  agree  in  one.  This  ordinance  puts 
them  in  mind,  that  they  are  all  redeemed  with 
the  fame  price  of  the  precious  blood  of  Chrilf  ; 
and  that  he  has  a  portion  for  all,  and  every  one 
of  them  y  alfo,  how  God,  for  ChrifPs  fake,  has 
forgiven  us  and  our  brethren,  and  therefore  we 
muft  forgive  one  another.  Here  not  only  our 
covenant  with  Chrift,  but  with  each  other,  is 
renewed  from  time  to  time  :  and  here  we  do  as 
Jacob  and  Laban,  eat  and  drink  in  token  of  mu¬ 
tual  friendfliip.  O  hov/  firm  ftiould  our  com- 
piunion  be,  which  is  confirmed  with  fuch  a  bond  } 
Do  we  not  fee  our  own  and  each  other’s  fins 
done  away  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ?  VTy 
fhould  we  feek  then  for  that  which  cannot  be 
found  ?  and  watch  for  each  other’s  faults  ?  Do  we 
not  all  eat  the  fame  bread,  and  drink  the  fame 
cup  of  the  Lord  ?  O  happy  twelve  !  when  Chrift 
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and  his  difciples  fat  at  the  fame  board  ;  for  Judas 
loft  his  part.  He  fold  his  Saviour  for  thirty  pieces 
of  filver  :  a  difmal  exchange  !  Here  let  us  fee 
how  we  are  one,  and  all  believ'ers  are  one  in 
Chrift  ;  they  are  all  invited  to  the  fame  table. 

And  O  what  a  pledge  is  here  of  an  eternal  feaft 
in  another  world  ?  How  fweet  is  the  confidera- 
tion  !  We  are  but  pilgrims  here,  and  our  con¬ 
tinuance  fhort  in  this  lower  world.  Chrift  fpreads 
a  table  to  feed  us  by  the  way.  O  what  a  mercy 
is  this  !  But  (faith  he)  remember  that  you  are 
not  to  dwell  here  :  be  this  feaft  a  token,  an 
earneft,  of  that  above  :  be  this  bread,  and  this 
wine,  the  fymbol  of  heavenly  dainties ;  the  pledge 
of  that  new  wine  in  my  Father’s  kingdom  ;  wine 
of  everlafting  joy.  Be  this  your  fitting  about 
this  table  an  earneft  of  fitting  down  in  the  New 
Jerufalem  ;  of  fitting  down  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob.  And 
be  the  fweet  communion,  here  enjoyed,  a  pledge 
of  that  never-failing  communion  in  the  general 
alTembly,  when  all  the  aiTemblics  and  ail  the 
churches  of  tne  faints,  fliail  be  gathered  toge¬ 
ther,  and  their  Saviour  with  them.  O  then  the 
niyfteries  of  dying  love  fhall  be  opened  :  then  we 
fhall  look, into  them,  undcx^ltand,  and  admire 
them.  Eye  has  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  what 
that  feaft  of  love  will  be.  That  holy  commu¬ 
nion  will  admit  of  no  hypocrite,  none  without  a 
wedding-garment  :  for  no  unclean  thing  (hall 
enter.  How  careful  therefore  fhould  we  be,  to 
get  rid  of  fin,  and  to  be  found  meet  for  that  in¬ 
heritance,  for  that  high  and  holy  communion 
<iboye  r  b  or  that  end  is  this  ordinance,  that  while 

^  2  we 
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we  here  fee  the  evil  of  jfin,  believe  for  the  par¬ 
don  of  it,  and  mourn  over  our  crucified  Ivord, 
we  might  die  unto  fin,  and  be  more  conformed  to 
our  head,  till  arriving  to  a  full  conformity  unto 
him,  we  might  come  to  enjoy  endlefs  commu¬ 
nion  with  him. 

The  lafi:  end  mentioned  of  this  holy  fo- 
lemnity  was,  to  gather  in  our  wandering  hearts 
from  the  world,  and  engage  them  for  Chrift. 
Our  hearts  are  very  apt  to  forget  Chrill,  and  his 
love  :  nothing  more  naturally  flips  aw’ay,  where 
grace  is  not  in  exercife.  Now  w^hile  the  heart  is 
called  back  to  the  remembrance  of  Chriff,  it  is 
gathered  in  from  its  wanderings.  As  we  find  the 
Lord’s-day,  in  the  return  of  it,  of  blelTed  ufe  to 
recal  our  hearts  from  the  world,  which  they  had 
wandered  after  (it  may  be)  the  greatefi:  part  of 
the  foiegoing  v/eek  :  fo  we  find  the  need  of  or- 
dinances,  and  particularly  of  this  ordinance,  for 
that  end.  We  are  made  to  confider  what  we 
have  feen  and  enjoyed  of  Chrifi,  and  how  we 
have  carried  it  towards  him,  fince  we  were  lalb 
at  the  Lord’s  table.  And  when  we  are  humbled 
for  our  wanderings,  it  is  fome  means  of  healing. 
O  how  have  we  v/andered  from  mountain  to  hill ! 
What  a  variety  of  objedls  have  we  converfed 
with  I  How"  have  our  thoughts,  affedfions,  and 
meditations,  our  defires  and  purfuits,  gone  after 
fmful  or  worldly  objeefts  !  Let  them  be  all  dif- 
mifled.  Come,  and  converfe  with  thy  Lord. 
T'hOu  hadft  almofl  been  effranged  from  him  in  a 
month’s  time,  in  a  week’s  time.  Return  unto 
thy  reft,  O  my  foul  !  Now  when  our  hearts  are 
raifed  up  to  higher  and  new  enjoyments  of  Chrift, 
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and  led  into  communion  with  him  in  this  ordi¬ 
nance,  then  are  they  called  ofF  from  the  v/orld, 
and  more  fixed  for  Jefiis  Chrift.  We  are  almofi: 
loft  perhaps  in  the  world,  and  worldly  cares  ;  we 
need  foul-reftoration :  and  our  God  makes  ufe  of 
his  day,  of  his  word,  and  his  ordinances,  for 
that  bleffed  end. 
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Coniaimrig  certain  briefer  medltaiionS ^  with  lefs  objtv^ 

vatwn  cf  method. 

Meditation!, 

4Ccording  to  this  time,  it  fhall  be  faid  of  J  a« 
cob,  andofifrael,  whathathGod  wrought ! 

;  may  our  fouls  fay  this  evening,  what  great 
things  in  choofing,  redeeming,  and  calling  grace ! 
O  difiinguifhing  grace  !  What  wonders  of  love 
and  power  do  we  here  fee  !  All  the  works  of  God 
are  wonders  ;  all  his  works  are  myfteries.  But 
his  love  in  our  redemption,  of  all  wonders,  is 
the  moft  wonderful  ;  of  all  myfteries,  it  is  the 
moft  myfterious.  The  greateft  work  that  God 
himfelf  ever  wrought,  the  greateft  thing  that 
ever  was  done  in  heaven,  or  on  earth,  is  here 
reprefented  to  us  :  and  how  vaft  is  this  confide- 
ration  !  Infinite  wifdom  w^as  taken  up  in.the  eter- 
nal  contrivance  of  it ;  infinite  goodnefs,  and  love, 
infinite  power  and  might,  difplayed,  in  efFedfing 
and  bringing  about  our  falvation.  What  could 
God  or  Chrift  do  more  ?  The  Father  could  do 
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grater  thing,  than  give  his  Son  :  the  Son 
could  do  no  greater  thing,  than  give  himfelf, 
t  an  give  his  hie.  Por  what  could  be  done  more  r 

iay^with  reverence,  that  God  and 
Chilli  have  done  to  the  utmoft  .?  We  cannot  con- 

ceive  any  thing  greater,  that  God  himfelf  could 
CiO,  Numb,  xxiii.  23. 

M  E  D  ITATI  o  N  IT. 

WE  are  about  to  hold  a  feaft  to  Tehovah, 
where  we  are  to  confider,  (i.)  The 
mafter  of  jt :  the  great  God,  even  the  Father  of 
cur  Lord  Jefus  Chriff,  as  he  who  gives  his  Son  : 
the  Lord  Jefus  as  giving  himfelf,  and  inftituting 
this  ordinance.  (2.)  The  matter  of  it  :  and 
trujy  the  mafter  and  matter  of  it  are  the  fame* 
Jefus  Chrift  is  both.  This  is  a  myflery  peculiar 
to  this  blcffed  feaff.  O  heavenly  dainties  !  O  ' 
fv/eet  repaft  !  The  flefh,  the  blood,  of  the  Son 
cf  God  !  more  than  angels  food  !  Pfal.  Ixxviii. 
25.  ^  GhrKl:  is  not  only  given  as  a  facrifice  upon 
‘  the  crofs,  but  as  a  feaft  upon  the  table.  In 
^  the  one  he  was  given  to  be  offered  ;  in  this  he 
is  given  to  be  partaken  of,  with  all  the  fruits 
of  his  death.—— A  feaff  of  God  is  great,  but  a 
feafc  on  God  is  greater.  Under  thefe  figns 
that  body  is  prefented,  which  was  conceived 
by  the  fpirit,  inhabited  by  the  Godhead,  bruifed 
by  the  Father  to  be  our  food,  as  well  as  our  pro¬ 
pitiation  :  that  blood  which  fatished  juftice, 
waflied  away  our  guilt  on  the  crofs,  and  pleads 
for  us  above  ;  that  blood  which  filenced  the 
curfe,  pacified  heaven,  and  purged  earth,  is 
given  to  us  for  refrefhment,’  Charnock  on  the 
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Attrlb.  p.  636.  (3.)  We  are  to  confider  the 

guefts  at  this  table.  And  O  how  unfuitable  and 
difproportionable  are  they  !  Poor  worms  of  the 
earth,  to  feed  on  the  dainties  of  heaven  ! 

The  Lord  Jefus  invites  us  to  a  feaft  of  love  ; 
for  fuch  is  the  feaft  we  folemnize.  Love  hath 
done  all.  We  read  of  love-feafts  in  the  primitive 
days  :  but  fare.,  if  ever  there  was  a  feaft  of  love, 
this  is  fo.  Love  is  the  great  thing  that  is  fet  forth 
in  it.  Love  prepared  it :  love  appointed  it.  And 
when  Chrift  js  prelented  indeed,  love  is  Iweetiy 
manifefted  ;  raviftiing  and  overcoming  love. 

We  read  of  Jofeph's  brethren,  when  he  brought 
them  to  his  houfe,  and  made  a  feaft  for  them, 
and  entertained  them  fo  fplendidly,  in  the  fame 
place  with  himfelf,  fetting  a  mefs  before  every, 
man,  which  came  from  before  him,  that  ‘‘  the 
men  marvelled  one  at  another,”  Gen.  xliii.  33. 
Think  what  kind  of  thoughts,  what  afFedfions, 
wrought  in  them  :  whence  (think  they)  is  this 
kindnefs  to  ftrangers  ?  not  knowing  they  were 
his  brethren.  Much  rather,  infinitely  more  may 
we  marvel  this  day,  that  we  are  brought  into  the 
houfe  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  made  to  fit  at  his  ta¬ 
ble,  and  that  we  may  enjoy  his  prefence.  We 
‘  may  well  marvel  at  ourfelves,  and  marvel  at  one 
another,  and  marvel  at  that  which  is  done  unto 
us  1  What  love  and  kindnefs  is  fhewn  us  !  What 
privileges  and  dignities  are  conferred  upon  us  ! 
And  why  unto  us  ftrangers  and  enemies  !  Shall 
we  be  fo  honoured,  who  had  fold  him,  betrayed 
him,  crucified  him  by  fin  ?  We  might  have  ex- 
pedled  other  treatment :  but  he  is  our  brother, 
our  elder  brother,  as  Jofeph  was  by  dignity  and 
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birthright,  i  Chron.  v.  2.  Eht  O  !  iT  there  he  * 
whom ’ch  -H  a  beloved  difciple 

2  foH?,  ^11  t’o'^om  ;  fuch 

'h  n  rh't'"’  f  and  lov;  more 

tions  of-  f  J?°oaufe  of  hngular  manifefta- 

lions  oi  love  vouchialed  to  him. 

.  Meditation  III, 

T  IS  a  teaft,  and  therefore  a  good  day,  a  joy¬ 
ful  time.  We  fliould  therefore  furely  rejoice, 
mid  know  »  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  our  ftrength,” 
Dent.  XV.  ii,  14,  15.  Neh.  viii.  9,  10.  Vhe 

th^wf  God,  and  Chrift,  and 

the  Holy  Spirit,  have  done  for  us.  Let  us  rejoice 

in  the  love  of  the  Father  and  the  Son.  -Let  us 

rejoice,  becaufe  our  peace  is  made,  and  our  fins 

a rejoice  in 'the  good  that 
Lrod  hath  bellowed,  and  the  provifion  he  hath 

made  for  us,  Ifa.  xxxiii.  24.  The  nature  of  this 
joy  recommends  k  to  us.  It  is  not  carnal,  but 
ipiritual.  It  is  joy  in  the  Lord  ;  itisholyjov, 
joined  with  holy  awe  and  reverence  of  him  in 
whole  prefence  we  are,  Pfal.  ii.  n.  Nor  does  it 
exclude  repentance,  and  godly  forrow,  and  gof- 
pel-inourning.  Can  we  not  rejoice,  with  tears 
in  our  eyes?  and  mourn  for  joy  of  heart?  In 
I  Kings  viii.  66.  there  is  a  very  fuitable  frame 
for  this  folemnity  ;  w^hich  if  we  cannot  brino;,  we 
fhould  labour  to  carry  away  with  us  from  the 
Lord's  table.  They  went  to  their  tents  joyful 
and  glad  of  heart,  for  all  the  goodnefs  that  the 
Lord  had  done  for  David  his  fervant,  and  for  Ifrael 
his  people.”  O  let  us  go  away  joyful  and  glad 
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of  heart,  for  all  this  great  gooclnefs  in  Chrlfl:. 
Shall  the  faints  of  the  Old  Teffament  fliame  uSj 
and  their  joy  exceed  the  joy  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  ?  How  fhould  we  eat  our  meat  with  glad- 
nefs  every  day,  efpecially  at  this  table  1 


M  E  D  1  TAT  I  O  N  IV. 


My  Lord  came  with  great  and  ftrong  de- 
fires  to  celebrate  his  laft  pafTover,  and  fo- 
lemnize  this  ordinance,  Luke  xxii.  15.  With 
defire  I  have  defired  to  eat  this  paflover  with  you 
before  I  fuffer  q.  d.  When  I  leave  this  world, 
I  am  Vvdlling  to  leave  this  token  of  my  love  with 
you  ;  and  that  I  might  do  fo,  how  have  I  longed 
for  this  hour!  O  with  what  inexpreffible  defire 
am  I  with  you  in  this  place  ?  Shall  not  we  then 
defire  to  come,  and  defire  to  fit  down  with  Chrift, 
and  defire  to  eat  ?  O  let  us  come  with  defire  of 
meeting  with  Chriff,  defire  of  feeing  his  hands 
and  his  feet,  defire  of  tailing  his  love,  lucli  lov^e  as 
tione  elfe  could  fliew.  And  let  us  hear  him  ex- 
prefs  his  defircs,  faying, .  v/ith  you  I  have  defired 
to  eat.  He  had  fingled  out  the  perfons  whom 
he  w^ould  thus  honour  and  dignifv.  Let  us  hear 
him  faying,  I  have  defired  thee'  and  thee  to  fit 
this  night  at  my  table.  What  !  am  I  finglcd 
out  for  this  favour,  and  that  by  the  ftronp-  defire 
of  Jefus  ChrifI  ?  Lord  !  roufe  my  defire,  1:hat  as 
thou  art  all  defire,  thou  may  be  the  object  of 
mine,  Cant.  v.  16.  Deut.  xxviii.  6. 


M  E  D  I  TAT  I  O  N  V, 


:  ;  f  we  defign  it  befbre-hand.  There  fhoiild  be  a 

,  ^  jj  '  I  '  reverential  frame  when  we  come.  Let  us  be  be- 

^  »  I  fore  him  then  at  this  time  with  reverence^  and 

I  ■  godly  fear  ;  not  the  fear  of  flaves,  but  the  reve- 

I  rence  of  children.  It  is  on  the  Lord’s-day  we 

^  J  I  come  5  the  time  is  holy.  It  is  the  Lord’s  table 

/  t  approach  ;  »and  the  Lord’s  Supper  we  eat ; 

i  ,  f  ’I  and  the  Lord  s  body,  and  the  Lord’s  blood,  that 

I  '  ,  have  to  do  with.  Thefe  fymbols  then  are 

the  work  is  holy.  O  then  here’s  the 
neareft  approach  to  God,  and  neareft  commu* 
?  I  j  I  nion  with  him,  on  this  hde  heaven.  They  were 

5  ,  Ilf  to  eat  the  pafibver  as  to  the  Lord,  2  Chron. 

3 — 27^  They  were  to  be  feparated  from 
hithinefs,  Ezra  vi..  21,  22.  And  fhall  we  think 
I  I  ”  it  is  a  light  thing  to  come  to  the  Lord’s  table,  or 
^  r  that  we  fhould  not  be  careful  over  the  frames  of 

our  hearts  ? 


Jf-  '  ■{ 


We  fhould  come  in  obedience,  keeping  the 
command  in  our-eye,  This  do  in  remembrance 
of  me.”  How  many  things  are  well  done  for 
the  matter  of  them,  but  they  are  not  done  in 
obedience  Are  we  before  the  Lord  in  obedience 
this  evening  ? 

We  are  not  to  expefl:  always,  nor  perhaps  of¬ 
ten,  ravifhing  joys  and  manifeftations  :  if  there 
be  now  and  then  a  glimpfe  of  that  nature,  it  is 
a  favour.  But  Lord  !  thou  haft  commanded  us 
to  come,  and  we  come  in  the  fenfe  of  duty, 
whatever  is  the  meafure  of  comfort  or  joy  thou 
art  pleafed  to  vouchfafe.  Nor  can  we  raife  up 
our  own  hearts.  We  can  only  fpread  the  fail  (if 
we  can  do  that,)  and  then  wait  for  a  gale. 

In 


In  the  days  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  we 
read,  “  God  had  prepared  the  people,”  2  Chron* 
xxix.  36.  then  ‘‘  Hezekiah  proclaimed  a  paflb- 
ver,”  chap.  xxx.  Preparation  in  our  hand  lies  like 
a  dead  weight.  We  are  not  able  to  move.  O 
how  heavily  the  work  goes  on  !  but  in  the  hand 
of  the  fpirit  how  eafy  !  how  fpeedy  1  O  how 
comfortably  it  proceedeth  !  God,  who  prepared 
his  people  of  old  for  the  paflovcr,  can  gracioufly 
prepare  us  for  his  fupper. 
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ON  O  W  for  the  eye  of  faith  to  take  a  view 
of  unfeen  things  !  We  foleniiiize  this  day 
the  things  that  were  done  almoft  feventeen  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago  ;  the  things  that  were  done  at 
Golgotha,  without  the  gates  of  Jerufalem  ;  to 
commemorate  the  deep  poverty  of  our  glorious 
Lord  ;  his  agonies,  his  fighs  and  tears,  his  dying 
condidfs  ;  to  view  his  pierced  fide,  his  pierced 
hands  and  feet ;  to  celebrate  his  vidtory  over  death, 
and  all  fpiritual  enemies.  Sing,  O  heavens, 
and  be  joyful,  O  earth,  and  break  forth  into  Ting¬ 
ing,  O  mountains  ;  for  the  Lord  hath  comforted 
his  people,”  Ifa.  xiix.  13.  Yea,  be  aftoniflied, 
O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  the  Son  of  God  was  plea- 
fed  to  die  for  the  fin  of  man.  And  albeit  the 
time  is  long  fince  thefe  things  were  done,  yet  his 
blood  is  as  frefh  in  heaven,  as  full  of  virtue  and 
power,  as  ever.  But  it  is  faith  that  views  thefe 
unfeen  things.  Faith  looks  back  thefe  many 
hundred  years,  and  fees  the  mighty  load  of  fin 
lying  on  that  bleffed  Jefus  ;  and  the  fatisfadlion 
made  by  his  death.  Here  is  the  work  of  faith, 

F  6  th^at 
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ITo  dZ  ^  °  abafed, 

God  fnd  r.h"'°T‘  S^’''"‘'>'’  ‘he  Son  of 
Lord  !  M,  f  °r^  redeemer  of  men.  Deareft 
defiroTTc  ^  clings  and  deaves  about  thee, 
thf  K  /  ‘P  SO  her  hold,  till  lodged  in 

tin  d°a°”l  ’)  ''•ews  and  views  thy  glory, 

till,  dazzled  with  the  fight,  fhe  is  loft  in  the 

Sant'S  h  ^  ‘hat  trium¬ 
ph  »Wh  ^  particular  intereft,  and 

-r?’  T  and  gave  himfelf  for  me  I” 

This  Jefus  IS  mine,  and  all  he  was,  and  all  he 
Old,  and_  rdl  he  luftbred,  is  mine.  And  let  us 
come  with  enlarged  expediations.  If  we  have 
im  raviftiingjoys,  and  great  enlargements,  yet 
let  us  oeheve,  that  Chrift  i,  prefent  accordi, 
his  prom.fe,_  and  will  do  great  things  for  us.  Let 
iis  believe  tnat  he  gives  us  the  reraiffion  of  our 
^ins,  and  IS  pleafed  to  own  us,  tho’  unworthy, 

Ae  ihail  find  ourfelves  free  from  fin,  when  y/e  o-o 
away  from  hence.  I'his  enemy  is  the  laft  btit 
one  tnat  fliall  be  deftroyed.  If  the  heart  is  more 
engaged,  and  more  helped  againft  it,  hereiscaufe 
M  thanktuinefs.  But  let  us  believe  that  it  fliall 

die,  and  wither,  and  that  at  laft  it  Ihall  be  con¬ 
quered. 

Again,  when  we  come  with  any  doubtings 
about  our  ftate,  whether  we  have  believed  ;  let 
us  come  with  an  earneft  defire  to  believe,  and  to 
put  forth  fome  adls  of  faith  on  the  Lord  Jefus, 
that  W'e  may  know  that  we  have  believed,  and 
improve  the  ordinance  this  way,  to  get  an  aflu- 
rance  of  faith.  It  is  faith  that  is  the  great  thino-, 
laith  IS  virtually  and  radically  ail,  in  this  work 

and 
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and  duty.  If  it  be  well  with  our  faith,  it  is  well 
with  every  grace.  But  if  this  is  weak  and  laii- 
guilhing,  fo  doth  every  grace  befide. 

Meditation  VII. 

That  Chrift  fo  loved  us  as  to  give  his  life 
for  us  ;  this  is  the  quinteflence,  the  glory, 
the  excellency,  and  higheft  attainment  of  love. 
Love  exceedingly  delights  in  laying  forth  itlelf  in 
adling,  in  doing,  and  fuiFering  for  its  objedf.  It 
loves  to  exprefs  itfelf,  and  ftrongly  defires  to  be 
taken  notice  of  by  its  objedl.  It  rejoiceth  in 
greatefl:  difficulties  for  the  pleafure  of  being  ob- 
ferved  by  the  perfon  beloved,  to  win  a  return  of 
love.  For  love  is  not  fatisfied  merely  with  lov¬ 
ing  ;  but  the  thing  it  aims  at  is,  to  be  loved 
again.  Nothing  makes  an  agreeable  harmony 
with  love  but  love.  Chrifl  loved  us  firfl:,  and 
contrived  how  he  might  fhew  it,  what  he  might 
do  to  make  us  believe  it.  For  this  he  pitched 
upon  the  moil:  aftoniHiing  methods..  He  would 
be  humbled,  abafed,  obedient  to  death  ;  he  v/ould 
fufFer  and  die  in  our  Head  to  fhew  he  loved  us. 
In  ail  this  he  had  a  defign  both  to  fave  us,  and 
to  gain  our  love.  And  what  is  heaven  itfelf  but 
eternal  mutual  love  ? 

In  the  mean  time,  let  us  come  with  love  in¬ 
flamed  to  him,  kindled  by  love  to  us.  Let  it 
fham.e  us  of  our  weak  and  feeble  love,  when  the 
love  of  Chrift  is  fo  flrong  and  ardent.  Surely 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  intended  by  this  ordinance 
to  encreafe  his  childrens  love.  And  let  our  de- 
fire  and  aim  be,  to  get  fuch  a  fight  of  his  love, 
that  we  may  love  him  who  firfl:  loved  us.  Good 

Lord  ! 


IIO 
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Lord  .  that  it  fhould  be  oHce  a  queffion  with  thv 
children,  whether_  we  do  in  truth  love  thee^ 

‘Jeter- 

ines  the  queftion  ;  «  Lord,  thou  that  knoweft 

all  things ;  knoweft  that  I  love  thee,”  John  xxi. 
17.  Cant.  vjii.  65  7. 

Meditation  VIII. 

E  come  to  view  our  fins  laid  upon  the 

.  ■  '  c  r  j  to  fee  the  infinite  contra- 

riety  of  fin  to  God  ;  to  view  the  evil  of  it to 

fee  the  defect  of  it,  i„  a  dying  Jefus  :  for  in  him, 
as  crucified  for  our  fins,  all  thefe  are  in  a  lively 
manner  fet  forth.  Shall  we  ever  more  have  a  re¬ 
conciled  thought  of  fin,  and  indulge  any  luft, 
whicn  was  the  crucifier  of  the  Lord  of  glory  ? 

-il-...'  J*  c  r  1  of  grace  above  the 

aboundings  of  fin  :  and  Ih all  we  therefore  fin? 

God  forbid.  We  come  to  lay  the  hand  of  faith 
upon  the  head  of  our  facrifice,  and  to  confefs  all 
our  iniquities  in  all  our  fins ;  to  own  ourfelves  as 
unworthy  creatures  as  any  alive  ;  to  take  fhame 
to  ourfelves,  which  is  our  due  \  to  exprefs  our  in- 
mgnation  againft  fin,  and  to  mourn  over  it. 
Mourn  then,  O  my  foul,  over  fin,  which  was 
the  caufe  of  thy  Saviour’s  forrows,  whofe  forrows 
are  the  caufe  of  all  thy  joy  I  Love  much,  be- 
caufe  much  is  forgiven  thee,  and  wafh  thy  Savi¬ 
our  s  feet  with  tears.  Let  fin  have  never  more 
entertainment  witn  thee.  Abide  under  the  melt- 
ings,  breakings  and  diffi^Ivings  of  love.  Behold 
that  precious  blood  which  made  atonement,  and 
obtained  the  remifiion  of  thy  fins. 

Sin  is  our  greatefi:  enemy.  Let  us  aim  in  this 
ordinance  at  the  deilruaion  of  it.  And  Jet  us 

now 
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now  take  our  fill  of  mourning,  and  godly  for- 
row,  becaufe  that  is  to  ceafe  when  death  comes  : 
there’s  none  of  that  in  heaven.  We  will  there¬ 
fore  mourn  now  over  our  pardoned  fins,  and  the 
fufFerings  of  our  Saviour. 

When  the  dying  agonies  of  a  dear  Saviour 
were  frefh  in  remembrance,  and  fome  of  thofe 
were  converted,  that  had  a  hand  in  his  forrows 
and  fufFerings  :  O  what  tears,  what  mourning 
and  forrow,  what  bitternefs  and  lamentation, 
was  there  !  O  that  I  fhould  wound  him  (faith 
one)  who  was  wounded  for  me !  And  that  I  (might 
another  fay)  fhould  lay  on  him  thofe  ftripes  which 
were  to  fatisfy  for  my  fins  who  fmote  him,  and 
with  which  my  foul  is  healed.  I  remember  the 
indignities  ofFered,  the  rude  fmiting  on  the  face, 
plucking  ofF  the  hair,  crowning  with  thorns,  and 
nailing  to  the  crofs.  I  remember  the  patience  of 
that  holy  lamb  of  God  under  all.  My  foul 
has  them  hill  in  remembrance,  and  is  humbled 
within  me.”  My  heart  melts  and  breaks  in  pieces  j 
but  what  tears  can  exprefs  the  forrow  that  1  feel : 
and  what  forrow  is  adequate  to  this  great  occa- 
fion  !  But  my  forrow  by  degrees  kindles  into  joy, 
whilft  I  fee,  that- love  was  the  fpring  that  moved 
thee  in  all  ;  and  feel  love  burning  in  my  breafl  to 
him  I  hated  before.  I  joy  to  think  thy  forrows 
are  pafl,  thou  dieft  no  more ;  but  in  thy  Father’s 
prefence  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  his  right-hand 
are  pleafures  for  evermore.  So  when  the  Jews 
fhall  be  converted,  and  have  perhaps  a  light  of 
Chrifl  from  heaven,  as  Paul  had,  what  mourning 
will  there  be  !  When  they  Fiiall  mourn  for  him 
as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  fon,  &c.  and  fhall 

be 
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be  on  the  mountains,  as  doves  of  the  valleys,  all 
of  them  mourning,  every  one  for  his  iniquity, ’’ 
Zech.  xii.  10,  II.  Ezek.  vii.  i6.  chap,  xxxvi.' 
31.  O  that  we  might  experience  this  meltino-, 
this  mourning,  that  arifeth  from  faith  and  Jove. 
How  fweet  are  the  tears  that  flow  from  believing ! 

Meditation  IX. 

WE  come  to  a  banquet  of  wine  :  let  us 
come  with  our  petitions.  Our  God 
doth,  as  it  were,  fay  unto  us,  What  is  thy  pe¬ 
tition,  poor  foul,  and  what  is  thy  requeft,  at  the 
banquet  of  wine  ?  Is  there  nothing  now  thou 
wouldft  afk  ?  Let  us  think  upon  Hannah  :  flie 
had  a  petition  ilie  would  make  ;  and  fhe  brim^s  it 
before  God,  when  fte  comes  to  his  houfe  at'Shi- 
Joh,.  and  uttered  it  there  ;  fo  that  her  lips  only 
moved,  but  her  voice  was  not  heard. Howbe- 
.  it,  the  Lord  heard,  and  anfwered  ;  and  fhe  ful¬ 
filled  her  vows,  i  Sam.  i.  10 — 13.  v.  26 — 28. 
What  lull  wouldfl  thou  have  fubdued  ?  What 
grace  wouldfl  thou  have  firengthened  ?  What 
wanted  thou  for  thy  foul  ?  Bring  it  before  the 
Lord  in  faith,  and  it  (hall  be  done  for  thee ;  not 
only  to  the  half  of  a  kingdom,  but  a  kingdom  is 
allotted  thee  :  here  our  God  ihews  us,  not  only 
what  he  hath  done,  but  what  he  means  to  do, 
for  us.  Then  open  your  mouths  wide,  and 
he  will  fill  them.”  Lord,  that  I  might  fee  thy 
glory  !  O  that  I  might  be  like  to  thee  !  Shew  me 
thy  love  ;  and  let  me  love  thee  v/ith  all  my  heart 
and  foul  !  G  ive  me  fome  token  for  good  of  thy 
favour !  Put  thy  Spirit  upon  me,  that  I  may  do 
great  things  for  thy  ^lory  !  Are  there  not  fuch  ■ 
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breathirigs  In  thy  heart  as  thefe  ?  Then  waity 
and  watch  what  God  will  anfwer  thee. 


Meditation  X. 

/ 

NDER  the  law  they  had  their  facrifices  of 
peace-offerings  ;  and  this  was  either  ‘for 


u 


the  obtaining  of  fome  fpecial  mercy  they  wanted 
and  defired,  and  fo  fuited  the  lafl  meditation  ;  or 
it  was  a  thank-offering,  to  teflify  their  thank- 
fulnefs  for  mercy  receiv’ed.  Lev.  vii.  ii,  12.. 
Junius  and  Tremellius  render  it  facrificium  eucha^ 
rijiicum^  a  facrifice  of  praife  or  thankfgiving. 
Hence  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  chap.  xiii. 
15.  By  him  let  us  offer  the  facrifice  of  praife 
to  God  continually  not  that  bloody  Levitical 
facrifice,  but  the  fruit  of  our  lips,  giving  thanks 
to  his  name.’*'  The  ancients  were  wont  to  call 
the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  theEucharifl  j 
that  is,  the  thankfgiving.  They  looked  upon  it 
as  an  ordinance  to  be  performed  with  praife  and 
thankfulnefs,  for  the  marvellous  grace  of  redemp¬ 
tion.  O  let  us  indulge  a  joyful  thankful  frame  ! 
“  When  Jefus  had  given  thanks,  he  took  bread, 
&c.”  Again,  He  took  the  cup,  and  gave 
thanks.”  Hence  it  obtained  the  name  of  the 
Eucharifl:,  or  thankfgiving.  Moreover,  in  the 
eucharlfiic  facrifice,  or  peace-offering,  there  was 
great  freedom  and  friendfhip.  The  fat  was  of¬ 
fered  on  the  altar  ;  but  the  prieft  fed  on  the  flefh 
thereof ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  the  offerers.  Feaft- 
ing  together  is  a  fign  of  friendfliip,  Gen.  xxxi. 
46.  Men  ufe  to  invite  friends  to  their  table,  as 
an  cxpreffion  of  their  love.  God  the  Father, 
and  Jeius  Chrifl,  invite  us  as  friends,  to  he  gueils 
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at  his  table  :  it  is  the  Lord’s  table,  and  we  fit 
down  m  amity  and  love  with  him.  Eat,  O 
friends,  faith  he,  Drink,  O  beloved  !  This  or- 
^nance,  then,  holdeth  ^rth  our  peace  with  God. 
1  he  breach  is  made  up,  and  we  are  at  peace  a- 
gam.  ^  Let  us  eat  and  be  merry.”  Let  this 
peace-offering,  then,  be  a  thank-offering.  While 
here  we  fee  not  only  our  peace  is  made ;  but  the 
way,  in  which  it  was  made,  fet  before  us  ;  how 
this  friendfhip  was  procured  ;  even  by  a  peace¬ 
offering,  a  facrifice  for  atonement,  the  precious 
blood  of  Chriff.  ‘  ^ 

Finally,  A  mixture  of  affedlions  interwoven, 
and  the  exercife  of  various  graces,  is  wonder¬ 
fully  agreeable  in  this  folemnity.  It  is  like  the 
mixed  odours  of  many  fragrant  flowers,  that 
give  a  pleafing  fmell  in  the  fpring-time  of  the 
year.  An  utter  averfation  from  fin,  and  as  ar¬ 
dent  a  defire  after  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  an  abhorrence 
of  all  evil  ;  and  fervent  love  to  the  Lord  Jefus  ; 
a  view  of  fin  in  its  colours,  the  greatnefs  and 
finfulnefs  of  it ;  and  a  view  of  the  riches  and 
treafures  of  pardoning  grace,  the  aboundings  of 
the  one,  and  of  the  other  ;  fpiritual  joy  and  tri¬ 
umph,  and  gofpel-forrow  and  grief ;  Chrift-ad- 
vancing,  and  felf-abafing  thoughts  ;  faith  in  Je¬ 
fus  Chriff,  and  repentance  towards  God,  twiff- 
ing  and  uniting  with  each  other  :  ’tis  then  ‘‘  the 

fpices  flow  forth,”  and  our  beloved  comes  into 
his  garden.” 

Meditation  XI. 

f  1’"^  HIS  ordinance  is  not  a  facrifice,  as  thepa- 
I  pifis  hold  ;  but  it  is  a  commemoration,  a 
reprefentation,  and  memorial,-  of  the  true  and 

great 
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great  facrifice.  It  fignifies  that  that  facrifice  is 
offer’d  whereof  believers  do  partake  ;  for  “  they 
who  eat  of  the  facrifice,  do  partake  of  the  altar, 

I  Cor.  X.  1 8.  It  is  a  feafi:  upon,  and  after,  facri¬ 
fice  ;  fignifying  that  God  is  at  peace  with  us, 
and  that  Chrift  is  the  food  of  our  fouls.  Now 
here  w’e  make  a  covenant  with  God  by  facrifice, 
or  over  the  facrifice  :  and  it  is,  Pfal,  1.  5.  Ga¬ 
ther  my  faints  together  unto  me  ;  thofe  that  have 
made  a  covenant  with  me  by  facrifice.”  Thus 
Abram  muff  divide  the  facrifice  ;  to  fignify  God’s 
part,  and  Abram’s  part,  Gen.  xv.  9,  10.  when 
the  Lord  would  make  a  covenant  with  him,  v.  18. 
Not  that  the  whole  nature  of  this  ordinance  con- 
fifls  in  covenanting ;  nor  that  this  is  the  main  and 
principal  work,  to  make  vows  or  refolves.  The 
Spiritual  chriftian  knows,  that  the  difeharge  of 
this  duty  chiefly  lies  in  difeerning  the  Lord’s  bo¬ 
dy,  and  remembring  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  v/z,  his 
fufferings  and  loVe ;  and  that  therein  there  is  a 
right  and  acceptable  performance,  though  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  vow  or  refolve  at  all.  Yet 
the  blood  reprefented  here  is  the  blood  of  the  co¬ 
venant  ;  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  is  a  Teal,  and 
therefore  a  confirmation  of  the  covenant  between 
God  and  the  believer.  And  fo  often  as  we  do 
this,  he  faith.  It  is  my  people  ;  and  we  fay,  the 
Lord  is  our  God  :  therefore  we  will  not  live  to 
ourfelves,  nor  to  the  will  of  the  flefh,  but  to 
God.  Hence  there  is  a  very  folemn  engagement 
laid  upon  us  from  the  very  nature  of  the  ordi¬ 
nance  ;  and  what  we  do  virtually  fay  therein,  it 
is  not  amifs  to  fpeak  exprefly  in  the  inward  lift- 
ings  up  of  our  hearts  to  God.  And  fometimes 

we 


Meditations, 


ii6 

we  may  open  our  mouths  to  the  Lord  In  partlcu- 
Lr  cafes  ;  fomething  like  that  of  Jacob,  If 
God  will  be  with  me,  and  will  keep  me  in  this 
way  that  I  go,  and  will  give  me  bread  to  eat, 
and  raiment  to  put  on,  fo  that  I  come  again  to 
my  father’s  houfe  in  peace,  and  if  the  Lord  ihali 
be  my  God  ;  then  this  flone,  which  I  have  fet 
for  a  pillar,  fhall  be  God’s  houfe  ;  and  of  all 
that  thou  ftalt  give  me,  I  furely  give  the  tenth 
unto  thee.”  So  I  would  render  it ;  and,  I  am 
fure,  as  agreeable  to  the  Hebrew.  And  truly, 
without  a  vow,  I  believe  the  tenth  of  our  fub- 
nance  is  due  to  religious  and  charitable  ufes  ; 
which  needs  not  hinder  the  ailignment  of  a  lar¬ 
ger  portion.  Again,  we  may  fay.  Lord  if  thou 
wilt  be  my  God,  and  will  do  me  good  indeed, 
and  wilt  give  ability  of  body,  and  of  mind,  I 
will  ferve  thee  with  my  time,  with  my  gifts,  with 
my  health  and  llrength  ;  all  fliall  be  thine  :  but 
be  not  rafh  in  vowing,  neither  defer  ^  to  pay  that 
which  thou  haft  vowed  to  the  moft  high,  Eccleft 
V.  2,  4.  Pfal.  1.  14. 

We  come  this  evening,  i.  To  renew  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  Chrift’s  love,  and  of  his  fuffer- 
ings  ;  which  are  commenfurate,  both  being  infi¬ 
nite  3  and  therein  to  renew  the  a61:ings  of  faith, 
love,  repentance,  Lfe,  2.  To  renew  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  efpoufals,  the  marriage  covenant  with 
Chrift,  afrefh,  by  giving  up  ourfelves  to  him, 
and  receiving  him  to  be  ours  :  as  on  the  day  when 
Chrift  was  willing,  and  we  were  willing  ;  when 
he  took  hold  of  us,  and  enabled  us  to  take  hold 
of  him,  in  a  covenant  never  to  be  forgotten, 

3.  To  renew  cur  engagements  againft  fin;  to 
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caft  off  other  lovers  :  which  follows  of  courfe 
upon  our  engaging  to  be  the  Lord’s. 

Me  D  I  TAT  10  N  XIT. 

this  is  the  houfe  of  God  fure, 
this  is  the  gate  of  heaven  !”  fo  fpake  in- 
fpired  Jacob,  when  he  wak’d  in  a  fweet  furprize 
at  Beth-el.  O  my  foul,  are  not  thefe  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  heaven  ?  Are  we  not  not  come  to  the 
land  of  Beulah,  from  whence  we  behold  fome 
fhinings  of  the  celeftial  city  ?  As  Bunyan,  in  his 
Pilgrim  s  Progrefs,  almoff  divinely  delcribes  it. 
O  !  one  would  think  our  fouls  fliould  be  tranf- 
pdrted,  and  almoft  ready  to  leave  thefe  clods  of 
earth,  thefe  poor  bodies,  and  cleave  to  thofe 
higher  things  whicli  we  here  converfe  with. 
But,  aaas  !  tis  otherwife  r  I  would  do  good  but 
ev  il  is  prefen t  w  ith  me ;  I  try  to  dy,  but  my  wings 
‘  Lick  lad:  in  bird-lime  :  I  mount  up  a  little,  but 
‘  fomefatal  clog  plucks  me  back  to  this  earth  again. 
‘  Alas  {  how  low,  how  vain,  how  trifling,  are- 
‘  my  frames  !  Hov/  little  have  I  found,  how  little 
‘  have  I  enjoyed  !  I  came  with  large  expedlations, 

‘  but  met  with  little  or  nothing: "and  how  poorly 
have  I  done  all  that  I  have  done  !  Will  not  my 
my  Lord  be  angry  ?  — So  mourns  the  poor  be¬ 
liever  many  times  ^  and  fuch  complaints  have  I 
more  than  heard.  But  be  not  (|uite  difcoura'^ed  : 
thy  Loid,  when  he  tells  the  wanderings,  puts 
thy  tears  into  his  bottle,”  Pfal.  Ivi.  8.  Thou 
mourned  his  ablence,  becaufe  thou  lov^efl  his  pre¬ 
fence  ;  nor  cand  thou  give  over  feeking,  till 
thou  finded  him  whom  thy  foul  loveth.  The 
enjoyments  of  the  dilciples  themfelves,  perhaps 
were  not  extraordinary,  when  Chrid  himfelf  fat 

V/ith 
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with  them  at  his  table.  And  as  on  another  occa- 
fion,  fo  he  could  then  apologize  for  them  ;  and 
fo  for  uSj  when  we  can  but  juft  fay,  or  fcarce 
fay,  for  ourfelves,  The  Spirit  truly  is  willing; 
but  the  ftefii  is  weak.”  We  ought  not,  indeed, 
to  indulge  ourfelves  in  low  and  trifling  frames  ; 
but,  in  obedience  to  Chrift-s  command,  we  are 
to  do  this  in  remembrance  of  him.  He  would 
have  his  children  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  his 
death,  till  he  come  again.  If  they  cannot  as 
they  would  ;  yet  they  ought  as  they  fhall  be  en¬ 
abled.  Then  why  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my 
foul  !  and  why  art  thou  difquieted  within  me  P” 
Doft  thou  not  find  a  remedy  in  this  ordinance, 
even  for  what  thou  complaineft  of ;  even  blood 
to  heal  thee,  and  to  wafh  away  thy  fins  ;  and  the 
remiftion,  as  of  other,  fo  of  the  fins  of  thy  holy 
things  ?  Thine  Aaron  bears  the  iniquities  of  thy 
holy  things  himfelf ;  and,  on  his  mitre,  wears, 
Holinefs  to  Jehovah,”  that  thou  mighteft  be 
accepted.  Then  hope  in  God  ;  for  I  fhall 
yet  praife  him.”  O  blefted  be  God  for  Jefus 
thrift  ! 

M  ED  I  TAT  ION  XIII. 

IT  is  written,  And  thefe  are  antient  things 
fpeaking  of  the  potters,  and  thofe  that 
dwelt  among  plants  and  hedges  :  there.they  dwelt 
with  the  king  for  his  work,”  I'Chron.  iv.  22,  23. 
My  brethren,  we  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  God  ; 
and  are  fed  at  a  high  and  noble  rate.  We  dwell 
with  the  king  for  his  work  ;”  and  ’tis  no  fmall 
honour.  But  how  truly  may  we  fay,  thefe  are 
antient  things  !”  The  antient  things  of  God, 
the  Father’s  love,  and  the  Son’s  love,  whofe 

goings 
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goings  forth  were  from  of  old,  from  everlailing.’^ 
The  antient  things  of  eternal  purpofes^  and  de- 
figns  of  grace,  and  a  covenant  of  grace  before 
worlds  :  thofe  chief  things  of  the  antient  moun¬ 
tains,  thofe  precious  things  of  the  everlafting 
hills.”  The  antient  things  revealed  by  God  well 
nigh  fix  thoufand  years  ago,  on  the  day  of  man’s 
hrll:  obedience.  The  ancient  things  of  Chrift’s 
coming  into  the  world,  obedience,  and  death, 
-feventeen  hundred  years  ago.  Thefe  are  called 
over,  and  fet  forth  in  this  ordinance.  Some  are 
■greatly  delighted  with  antiquity.  And  I  dare 
fay,  it  is  a  pleafant  exercife  of  faith  to  thee,  O 
believer,  when  thou  canft  view  thefe  antient 
things  :  yet  thefe  antient  things  never  wax  old, 
or  decay  ;  but  will  be  always  frefli  and  new,  even 
when  this  ordinance  fliall  wax  old,  and  vanifh 
away.  To  the  end  of  time,  and  endlefs  ages 
of  eternity,  will  thefe  eternal  things  endure. 

Do  w'e  not  fee  the  things  of  eternal  love  look¬ 
ing  and  flowing  down  this  day  upon  us  ?  Welcorr  e 
is  the  time  that  had  fuch  an  afpedf  upon  a  paff 
eternity,  in  the  openings  of  that  eternal  love, 
and  reprefentations  of  glorious  performances, 
contrived,  defigned,  and  agreed  upon,  before  all 
time  ?  Do  we  not  fee  that  antient  love  looking 
down  upon  this  evening,  as  a  time  appointed 
for  the  efficacy  and  manifeftations  of  it }  O  the 
riches  of  eledfing  love  I  Lift  up  the  eye  of  faith, 
and  fee^your  names  written  in  the  lamb’s  book 
of  life,”  and  rejoice  exceedingly.  Do  we  not  fee 
the  openings,  and  as  it  were  the  dawning,  of 
an  endlefs  day  of  glory  upon  us,  now  when  the 
eye-lids  of  the  evening  are  about  to  be  clofed  ? 

So 
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So  fliall  it  be  when  the  day  of  time  is  ended. 
Welcome  is  the  time  that  hath  fuch  a  profpedl: 
upon  a  coming  eternity ;  that  gives  the  pledges, 
and  comfortable  foretaftes,  of  eternal  joys.  \Ve 
are  hardly  reconciled  to  dealing,  and  particular 
redeeming  grace,  without  fome  comfortable  hope 
of  interelt  in  them.  And  is  not  this  made  out 
by  our  calling  into  the  fellowfhip  of  the  gofpel, 
if  we  have  fellowfhip  with  Chrift  ?  O  let  us  from 
hence  look  back  to  that  day  of  our  efpoufals,  that 
accepted  time  and  day  of  falvation,  when  redemp¬ 
tion  took  hold  of  us  I  O  that  we  Ihould  be  of 
the  few  taken  out  of  the  vaff  number  1  Out  of 
the  myriads  and  millions  of  Adam’s  poflerity  ! 
That  we  (liould  be  wafned  v/ith  that  blood,  when 
God  might  take  where  he  pleafed  !  O  Grace  I 
Grace  !  Are  we  invited  to  the  miarriage  fupper 
of  the  lamb  r”  For,  bleffed  are  thev  that  are 
called  thereunto,”  Rev.  xix.  9.  Let  us  look  upon 
this  fupper  as  the  earned;  thereof. 


Meditation  XIV. 

AS  it  lovejn  Chrift  that  he  wafhed  his 
difciples  feet  !  O  w^hat  love  to  wafti  us 
from  our  fins  !  To  wafli  our  filthy  polluted  fouls  ! 
The  former  was  with  the  cheap  element  of  v/a- 
ter  ;  the  latter  wts  with  blood,  yea,  at  the  dear 
expence  of  his  own  precious  blood  ;  not  with  the 
blood  of  bulls  or  goats,  nor  with  the  blood  of 
others,  but  with  his  own  :  He  came  by  blood 

and  water.”  And,  having  v/afhed  us,  he  puts 
that  queftion,  Know  ye  what  I  have  done  to 
you,”  or,  for  you  ?  Sit  down,  and  confider,  paufe 
upon  it.  Fie  puts  that  queftion  now  unto  us, 

John 


John  xiii.  12.  O  what  indeed  !  Who  knows, 
who  can  fay,  what  he  hath  done  for  us  ? 

To  commend  the  love  of  Chrift,  do  but  look 
upon  him  in  his  fhining  robes,  with  beams  of 
glory,  Matth.  xvii.  when  “  his  face  did  fhine  as 
the  fun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the  hVht.” 
And  then  look  upon  him  In  the  garden,  and  on 
the  crofs.  Compare  thefe  together.  Js  this  the 
ame  glorious  Jefus  ?  In  the  one,  you  fee  fub- 
ime  glory  and  majelly  ;  in  the  other,  deep  abafe- 
ment  and  humiliation.  O  might  we,  by  faith, 
ee  him  in  the  depth  of  his  humiliation,  and 
heignt  of  his  exaltation,  as  white  and  ruddy, 
what  a  glorious  fight  were  this  !  The  vifion  of 
him  IS  the  happine/s  of  the  innumerable  compa- 

feVi.  of  juft  men  made  per- 
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Look  we  back  from  hence,  and  take  a 
view  of  what  was  wrought  in  the  garden 
of  Eden  by  our  firll:  parents  :  how  we  were  turn¬ 
ed  out  from  the  tree  of  life  into  a  wide  world, 
and  loft  our  original  happinefs  ;  and  what  a 
damning  ftate  we  were  left  in  by  the  hrft  Adam, 
and  lay  in,  as  in  him.  And  here  let  us  take  a 
view  of  what  was  v/rought  in  the  garden  of 
Gethfemane  :  As  it  is  faid  in  the  book  of  the 
wars  of  the  Lord,  what  he  did  in  the  Red-Sea, 
and  in  the  brooks  of  Aaron,  &c.”  Numb,  xxi, 
14.  O  but  let  it  be  for  ever  recorded  what  he  did 
near  mount  Olivet,  at  the  ftream  of  the  brook 
of  Kidron  :  how  a  fecond  Adam  regained  Para- 
dife,  ran  upon  the  point  of  the  flaming  fword, 
and  recovered  the  tree  of  life.  Henceforth  fiiall 
thofe  cherubims  unarmed  ftand,  and  look  down 
with  wonder  into  the  mercy-feat :  the  firft  Adam 
finned,  the  fecond  Adam  fufFered  in  a  garden. 

Hence  let  us  view  mount  Sinai,  and  fee  it  pa¬ 
cified  from  mount  Calvary  :  how  ftreams  of  pre¬ 
cious  blood  aflwage  the  flame  of  that  fiery  mount, 
and  filence  the  thunders  of  Ebal  ;  pronouncing 
bicfled,  blejfled,  louder  than  ever  curfed,  curfed, 
was  uttered  from  thence.  Come  and  fee  the  print 
of  the  nails  in  the  hands,  and  the  feet,  of  our 
Jefus  :  and  then  take  a  view  of  mount  Zion,  the 
heavenly  Jerufalem,  the  bleflTed  ftate  we  are  fet 
in,  the  blefled  inheritance  we  are  heirs  to,  thro’ 
the  blood  of  Jefus. 

JJeth-lehem,  where  our  Lord  was  born,  fig- 

nifies  the  houfe  of  bread.  How  rightly  was  it 
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To  called,  where  he  who  was  the  bread  of  life 
firft  appeared  1  And  thou  Beth-lehem,  in  the 
land  of  Judah,  art  not  the  leaf};  among  the  princes 
of  Judah,  &c.”  In  this  ordinance  we  are  led  to 
confider  the  incarnation  of  Jefus  Chrift  :  God 
manifefl  in  the  flefh,”  in  the  language  of  the  Apo- 
ftle,  comprehends  all  he  did,  and  all  he  fufFered 
in  the  flelh  ;  even  God  obeying,  God  dying  in 
,  the  flefh.  For  it  follows,  juffiiied  in  the  Spirit, 
which  intend's  his  refurre^ion.  O  may  the  houfc 
of  God  be  the  houfe  of  bread  to  us  at  this  time, 
and  may  we  be  led  to  an  incarnate  Jefus  ! 

Nazareth,  where  he  was  brought  up,  fignifies 
that  he  was  to  be,  and  was,  a  Nazarite  unto 
God,  Matth,  ii.  23.  Now  a  Nazarite  was  fe- 
parate  unto  the  Lord,  Numb.  vi.  2.  Holy  uii- 

lofty  are  the  words 
^  dying  Jacob  concerning  his  beloved  Jofeph, 
Gen.  xlix.  26.  BlefTings — fhall  be  bn  the  head 
of  Joleph,  and  on  the  crown  of  the  head  of  him 
who  was  feparate  from  his  brethren.”  Herein  he 
was  a  type  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriff,  who  was 
wholly  feparate  to  God,  to  do  the  will  of  him 
that  lent  him,  and  was  holy  unto  the  Lord  all  his 
days.  He  lived  the  greatefl  part  of  his  life  fas 
IS  probable)  at  Nazareth.  The  whole  courfe  of 
his  ifewasaffateof  feparation  ;  and  his  life,  as 

well  as  his  death,  defigned  and  fet  apart  for  our 
juitihcation. 

Calvary,  where  he  was  crucified,  fienifies  the 
place  of  (kulls.  f  Je  that  was  the  bread  of  life  to 
otners  muft  come  into  the  fiate  of  death  hi-m- 
elh  And  he  who  was  feparated  to  obedience  all 
Ins  iite,  nimt  be  numbered  among  the  dead. 

^  2  Now 
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Now  let  us  follow  him  from  Beth-lehem  to  Na¬ 
zareth,  and  from  Nazareth  to  Golgotha,  and 
fee  the  wonders  of  his  birth,  and  life,  and  death, 
wonders  of  power  and  grace  in  all  that  he  hath 
clone  and  fuffered  for  us. 

Meditation  XVI. 

This  ordinance  is  to  fet  forth  the  fufFerings 
of  Jefus  Chrill,  to  fhew  forth  his  death.” 
H'he  withdrawings  of  God  from  him  were  pro¬ 
perly  penal  \  and  how  great  forrow  and  grief 
mull  they  needs  occafion  !  No  man  can  judge 
hereof,  but  he  that  knows  the  fweetnefs  of  com¬ 
munion  with  God  3  he  that,  with  Paul,  has 
been  taken  up  into  the  third  heavens,  and  heard 
unutterable  w^ords,  or  hath  been  with  him  in  the 
mount,  as  Peter,  James,  and  John  were.  Should 
God  withdrav/  his  light  and  love  from  a  glorified 
faint  ;  what  bitternefs,  what  darknefs  and  bor¬ 
row,  mull  it  bring  upon  him  !  How  much  more 
on  him  who  lay  in  the  Father’s  bofom,  and  was 
always  his  delight,  who  knew  the  joys  of  hea¬ 
ven,  whole  life  was  wrapped  up  in  his  Father’s 
love,  and  who  enjoyed  unfpeakable  delight,  in 
communion  with  God,  while  on  earth  ?  He  ne¬ 
ver  forfeited  his  Father’s  love  :  it  was  therefore 
the  punifhment  he  underwent  for  our  fakes.  But 
it  was  more  ftill  to  feel  his  Father’s  wrath,  and 
bear  the  borrows  of  hell  in  his  foul.  This  made 
him  cry  out,  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful, 
even  unto  death.”  This  made  him  fweat  great 
drops  of  blood  falling  to  the  ground,”  and  made 

him  cry  outj  My  God,  my  God,  hzd'  See 
^  Pfal. 
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Pfal.  xxii.  I,  2,  14,  15.  i  he  fufFerings  of  his 
body  were  great,  but  not  comparable  to  the  inex- 
prefTible  forrows  ot  his  foul.  And  fhall  not  my 
foul  be  afflicted  and  mourn,  when  I  contemplate 
thefe  things  ? 

It  is  faid,  that  they  w^ere  wont  to  talk  at  their 
facrifices  of  old  of  the  future  fufferino-s  of  the 

\  tr  3 

Meffias.  They  had  fome  glimmerings  of  his 
day,  and  of  hrs  death,  I  am  apt  to  think,  as  many 
as  favingly  believed.  The  faints  above  had  heard 
the  report  of  it  among  them,  and  two  of  them 
came  down  (perhaps  it  was)  on  the  top  of  the 
mount  Tabor,  and  talked  of  it  there.)  For 
they  appeared  in  glory,  and  fpake  of  his  de- 
ceafe,  that  he  fhould  accomplifli  at  Jerufalem,’’ 
Luke  ix.  31.  And  fflall  not  vre  talk  of  his  fufter- 
ings  at  his  Supper  ? 

By  his  (Iripes  \vc  are  healed’’.  For  hehaSi 
torn”  [the  flefti  of  his  Son],  and  he  will  heal 
us”  [finners]  :  He  hath  fmitten”  [him],  and 
he  will  bind  us  up.”  This  I  think  is  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  Hof.  vi.  I.  O  therefore,  come,  and 
let  us  return  unto  the  Lord.”  Pie  hath  not  call 
us  off,  though  we  have  finned.  After  two 
days  will  he  revive  us,  and  the  third  day  will  he 
raife  us  up,  and  we  fliali  live  in  his  fight,” 'v.  2* 
viz,  Myfticallv,  in  the  refurredfion  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  in  whom  wc  were  railed  as  a  commoit 
pcrfon  :  and  fpiritually  :  for  after  defertion,  and 
his  hiding  himfelf,  there  will  come  a  revivint^ 
time.  ^ 

When  Chrift  faid  [broken  for  you]  and  [ftied 
for  you]  thefe  wmrds  [for  you]  fignify,  that  we 
were  the  offenders,  and  were  to  have  died,,  and 
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deferved  to  have  been  broken  for  fin,  bv  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  to  have  had  our  blood  fpilt 
by  angry  juftice  ;  but  Chrift  was  broken  in  our 
Itead,  and  his  blood  fpilt  for  ours.  And  let  us 
think  what-  manner  of  love  that  was  !  The  Jews 
could  fee  no  glory  in  his  humiliation.  There 
was  a  ‘‘  hiding  of  faces  from  him,  or  from  us,” 
as  it  is  in  the  margin  according  to  the  Hebrew, 
Ifa.  liii,  Chrift  hid  his  face  from  them.  He 
concealed  his  glory,  by  the  veil  of  his  flefli,  and 
by  his  humbled  ftate  ;  and  they  hid  their  faces 
from  him,  by  a  flrange  and  furly  carriage.  O 
this  hiding  of  faces  !  How  .awful  is  the  one  ! 
and  how  finful  is  the  other  !  God  Lord  !  hide 
not  thy  face,  thy  glory  from  my  foul  ;  left  I  do 
as  tne  Jews  did,  hide  my  face  from  thee  by 
damning  unbelief. 

Meditation  XVIL 

The  fufFenngs'of  Jefus  Chrifl  call  for  our 
attention  and  admiration.  l"he  firfl  Adam 
fumed,  the  fecond  Adam  fufFered.  W^e  finned 
and  deferved  hell  :  Chrifi:  fufi'ered  and  purchafed 
heaven.  Now  w^hen  the  fufferinp-s  of  Chrifi:  are 

•  O 

tile  fubjecl:  of  our  meditation,  here  are  two  great 
things  to  be  confidered  ;  fin  the  caufe  on  our' 
part,  and  love  the  caufe  on  Chrifi’s  part,  of  all 
Ids  fiifi’erings.  And  could  we  have  a  fpiritual 
view  of  both  thefe,  how  fweetly  would  it  afiecf 
us  !  They  would  confpire  together  to  melt  the 
heart.  A  mere  prefenting  our  bodies,  and  the 
bare  outw^ard  performance,  this  is  not  to  eat 
the  Lord’s  Sup|>cr,”  i  Cor.  ?a.  20.  Nay,  tho’ 

there 


11^ 


AJeditaiions, 

there  be  an  applying  of  the  natural  faculties,  fo  that 
there  be  an  hiflorical  remembrance  of  Chrift  in 
his  fufferings,  which  lies  within  the  powder  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  this  is  not  fpiritually  to  eat  the  Lord’s 
Supper  but  to  get  a  fight  of  fin,  the  caufe  of 
Chrift’s  fufferings,  and  a  fight  of  the  love  of 
Chrifl  therein  this  is  to  eat  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per.”  And  this  is  given  from  above. 

Let  us  fee  all  our  fins  before  converfion,  fins 
fin  ce  converfion,  and  fmce  we  were  laft  at  this 
table,  gathered  together,  and  laid  upon  our  fa- 
crifice.  Let  us  fee  by  faith  the  wdiolc  account 
cleared,  the  debt-book  croiTed,  the  bond  can¬ 
celled,  and  all  difc^arged  to  this  day.  Let  us 
feek  the  death  of  fm  when  we  converfe  with  the  - 
death  of  Chrift.  It  was  his  enemy,  and  is  our 
enemy  :  therefore  it  fhall  die,  and  not  live  ; 
thefe  crucifiers  of  our  Lord  fhall  be  crucified  alfo. 

What  are  we  come  for  to  this  table  ?  Is  it  be- 
caufe  we  would  fee  the  King  in  his  beauty  ?  Here 
is  the  mod  affecting  fight  of  him.  Would  we 
fain  fee,  admire,  and  believe  his  love  to  our  own 
fouls  ?  Here  it  is  reprefented,  and  fet  forth,  in  a 
lively  manner.  Would  we  fee  the  price  of  re¬ 
demption  ?  Here  it  is  fet  before  us.  And  yet  it 
is  all  nothing,  and  (in  a  manner)  but  common 
bread  and  drink,  if  Chrifl  reveal  not  himfelf  in 
the  ordinance  by  the  figns  :  We  feck  him,  but 

we  find  him  not.” 

God  complained  of  his  people  of  old,  faying, 

‘‘  Of  the  rock  that  begat  thee  thou  art  unmind¬ 
ful,  and  haft  forgotten  God  that  formed  thee,” 
Deut.  xxxii.  i8.  compare  Ifa.  xvii.  lo.  In  this 
ordinance  thS^ord  Jelus,  knowing  how  apt  we 
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peiflndT:  ,7"“®^"!’ 

bnnrp  t  r  i  P  ^  remem- 

P^alm  is  entitled  a  pfalm  to 
nrjiiQ^  to  remembranrp  Ann<-k'  • 
to  that  P,-)  •  »  "rl  ;  “  ordinance 

^  t  ei.  J  .  1  }i,s  Q„  j,-,  remembrance  of  me.” 

Remember  me  your  Lord,  your,  hufband,  your 
Saviour  ;  remember  my  humbled  ftate,  my  ago- 
tiies,  my  bloody  death  and  paffion,  and  my  love 
m  ah  ,  not  with  an  hiftorical  remembrance^only, 
but  with  a  fpiritual  afFedionate  remembrance.  It 
has  not  been  unufua!  for  nations  to  keep  days  of 
remembrance  for  national  deliverances.  Lo  ! 

ere  'Memorial  of  the  greatell  deliverance  that 
^od  nimieJi  hath  ever  wrought  ! 


Meditation  XVIIL 

IT  ERE  we  may  fee  what  fm  bath  done,  and 
A  v/has  grace  hath  done,  what  fin  hath 
tio]^  with  refpea:  to  ounelves,  and  with  refpea 
to  L^hnu.  Let  us  look  upon  ourfelves,  and  con- 
iioer  what  we  are  by  nature  :  how  fm  hath  deba- 
fed  us,  what  havock  it  hath  made  with  our  fouls, 
what  diforder  and  enmity,  what  defilement  and 
impotency,  what  darknefs  and  death,  what  lofl- 
nefs  and  mifery  it  hath  brought  upon  us  !  Hovr 
hardly  are  we  reclaimed  from  the  worft  of  finful 
evil  !  O  how  juflly  we  had  deferved,  and  how 
near  we  were  to  going  down  to  the  pit  of  hell  f 
Eut  Jefus  our  Lord  hath  loved  our  fouls  from  that 
horrible  pit.  As  Hezekiah  fpake,  Thou  hail 
loxed  my  foul  (Miihfhahhath)  from  the  pit  of 
corruption.’’  Let  us  admiring  fay,  bleffed  Je- 
fus  !  Thou  haft  loved  our  fouls  from  the  pit  of 
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helL  We  may  fee  what  fin  hath  done  to  our 
dear  Lord  Jefus.  What  abafement,  what  troii^ 
ble,  what  reproach,  what  pain,  and  how  many 
deaths,  it  procured  to  him,  to  make  an  end  of 
fin.  Lor  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked^ 
and  with  the  rich  (Bemothaiv,  2?^  mortihus  ejus^ 
■Arias  IVdont.j  in  his  deaths*.  Xt  was  fin  that 
crowned  him  with  thorns,  that  pierced,  cruciiiedjs 
andllewhim.  O  abominable  evil  ! 

On  the  other  hand,  we  may  fee  here  what 
grace  hath  done,  flow  it  hath  taken  advantage' 
of  fin  and  rnifery  to  Ihine  the  brighter,  and  mag¬ 
nify  itfeh  the  more  ;  grace  found  the  ranfom,. 
grace  provided  it,  grace  accepted  it*  All  the 
wonderful  things  in  our  redemption  were  wrought 
by  grace.  Where  fin  abounded,^  grace  bath- 
much  more  abounded.”  The  Grace  of -the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Spirit.  Let 
the  loud  cry  of  grace,  grace,  fill  all  the  churches 
here  below  as  it  will  be  fure  to  fill  the  heavenly 
courts  above  for  ever  and  ever. 


It  IS  a  very  nigh  privilege  and  honour  that  we 
are  partakers  of.  Do  we  confider  what  it  is  to 
be  feparated  from  the  world  by  eledion,  by  re¬ 
demption,  by  calling,  in  communion,  in  defires, 
m  privileges,  m  comforts,  in  hopes  ?  What  man- 
ner  of  favour  and  dignity  !  We  are  planted  in. 
God  s  houfe,  we  are  fed  at  his  table,  and  have 

{'I  Sam.  ix, 

honour  have  all  the  faints.” 

Now  let  us  improve  this  ordinance  accordina- 

n  rt  “‘'f  r>0  We  wall 

m  the  dark  about  the  love  of  Chrift  ?  Here  let  us 

perfuade  our  fouls  of  hisy  ve,  while  he  is  giving, 

^5  us 
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tis  the  pledges  of  it.  Are  our  hearts  hard  and 
lifelels  ?  Let  us  look  and  look  again,  on  this 
broken  Jefus  :  furely,  dying  love  can  foften  them. 
Have  we  the  aflurance  and  joy  of  faith  ?  Let  us 
come  and  give  vent  to  our  holy  joy,  by  holding 
a  feaft  to  the  Lord. 

M  E  D  I  TAT  I  O  N  XIX. 

Let  US  look  upon  ourfelves  as  children  at 
our  Father’s  table.  And  herein  is  his  love, 
that  the  provifion  that  he  makes  is  the  flefh  and 
blood  of  his  own  Son.  How  infinitely  dear  and 
delightful  Chrifl:  was  to  the  Father,  pafTeth  all 
expreffion.  Herein  then  is  love,  that  he  gave  up 
him  for  us,  and  gives  us  him  to  feed  upon.  O 
how  rich  and  glorious  is  the  Father’s  love  1 
And  Chrifl  is  that  v/ifdom  of  God  v/ho  hath 
Furniflied  her  table,  mingled  her  wine,”  and  in- 
viteth,  faying,  Come  eat  of  the  bread  that  I 
have  prepared,  and  drink  of  the  cup  that  I  have 
mingled.”  Herein  is  his  love,  that  he  gives  us 
his  flefh  to  eat,  and  his  blood  to  drink  ;  and,  at 
the  expence  of  his  blood,  hath  procured,  that 
we  fhould  come  to  our  Father’s  table.  Thro’  him 
the  prodigal  is  again  admitted.  We  come  in  the 
right  of  our  elder  brother. 

^  But  are  we  hungry,  are  we  thirfly,  now  we 
home  to  this  feafl  ?  O  what  appetites  do  we  bring  ? 
Elfe  we  fhall  flight  the  heavenly  dainties,  and 
count  it  light  bread.  What  is  food  to  one  that 
hath  no  appetite  ?  Do  we  come  with  longings, 
and  ftrong  defires  after  Chrifl:  ?  “  The  great 
jlieplierd’"  takes  care  of  his  fteep,  and  puts  them 
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into  frefh  pafliires.  Let  us  eat,  and  be  fatisfied, 
let  us  drink  and  be  drunken,  with  divine  loves, 
(Cant.  V.  I.)  Take  heed  of  a  felf-fulnefs  :  fiich 
fee  no  need  of  Chiift.  He  loves  that  fouls  come 
needy  and  hungry  :  He  fills  the  hungry  with 

good  things,  but  the  rich  he  fends  empty  away,” 
Luke  i.  53.  And  as  it  is  a  mercy  to  have  cor¬ 
poreal  food,  and  a  mercy  to  have  an  appetite 
thereto,  and  to  be  enabled  to  receive  and  digcft 
it ;  fo  it  is  in  fpiritual  things. 

h^very  labbath  is  a  prize  put  into  our  hand  ; 
every  ordinance  is  a  high  favour  wherein  we  en¬ 
joy  our  God  :  thefe  are  our  ordinary  meals. 
Blefied  be  God  for  them  !  But  every  fuch  time 
as  this  is  a  fealf,  wherein  our  God  doth  provide 
and  furnifh  his  table,  at  a  more  than  ordinary 
rate.  It  is  true,  you  have  the  fame  provifion  you 
had  laft  time.  We  have  no  warrant  to  alter  it ; 
that  would  not  mend,  but  mar  it.  A  crucified 
jefus  is  a  Handing  cii/h,  if  I  may  with  reverence 
fpeak  fo.  Feed,  O  my  foul,  upon  thofe  dainties, 
which  Liall  always  be  neve  to  thee.  We  have 
the  fame  food  again  and  again  prepared  for  our 
bodies  ;  and  yet  we  count  it  no  wearinefs  \  but  as 
often  as  tnere  is  an  appetite,  it  is  as  fweet  as  ever; 
we  need  it  as  much,  and  feed  as  heartily  \  fo  if 
you  do  but  come  hungry,  and  feed  on  ChriH, 
you  wiU  not  fay,  it  is  light  bread  ;  you  will  find 
new  delights,  new  refrefhments,  in  a  dying  Je- 

Were  we  invited  this  day  to  the  palace  and 
table  of  feme  nobleman,  or  to  a  feaft  by  an 
earthly  prince  ;  what  manner  of  thoughts  fhould 
we  have  of  it  !  what  an  honour  fiiould  we  efteem 
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if?  admire  the  condefcenfion  of  the  invlter  ! 
Should  v/e  not  look  for  great  entertainment  ? 
Should  we  not  have  many  thoughts,  how  to  be¬ 
have  and  carry  ourfelves,  in  the  prefence  of  an 
earthly  king  ?  But  we  are  invited  into  the  houfes, 

great  King,  who  is  King 
of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords.  O  what  an  ho¬ 
nour  is  this  !  What  entertainment  may  v/e  ex- 

pe6t  !  And  how  ought  we  to  behave  and  demean 
ourfelves  ! 

We  are  ftrangers  and  pilgrims  pafiing  through 
this  world  to^  a  city  of  habitation.  The  houfe  of 
Cjod  is  our  vidfualling-houfe  by  the  way,  which 
lie  hath  eredfed^on  purpofe,  for  the  refrefhment 
of  pilgrims.  His  ordinances  are  for  that  end. 
O  let  us  look  upon  ourfelves  as  pilgrims,  as  fo- 
journers  (fo  all  our  fathers  were  j)  and  this  as 
our  houfe  of  refrefhment.  But  what  entertain- 
xnent  have  we  ?  The  manna  was  called  angePs 
food  (Pfai.  Ixxviii.  25.)  becaufe  if  it  might  be 
thought  that  angels  did  need  corporeal  food,  this 
might  be  thought  fit  for  them,  and  fuited  to  their 
natures,  even  this  bread  from  heaven,  John  vi. 
31.  But  Mofes  gave  them  not  that  bread  from 
heaven  ;  but  Chriff’s  Father  giveth  us  the  true 
bread  from  heaven  3  for  the  bread  of  God  is  he, 
who  comes  down  from  heaven,  and  gives  life  to 
the  world,  ver.  32,  33.  Do  we  not  all  eat  of  this 
fpiritiial  bread,  and  drink  of  this  rock,  Is 

this  to  be  entertained  like  pilgrims  ?  Would  not 
a  fervanPs  place  have  done  ?  But  mull  we  have 
the  place  of  fons  ?  Would  not  a  beggar’s  pittance 
have  fulliced  ?  But  mull  we  be  fo  nobly  treated, 
eveji  as  kings  and  priefis  ?  And  not  only  be  brought 
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to  heaven  at  lafl:,  but  have  Tome  foretafles,  and 
walk  upon  the  borders  of  heaven,  long  before  v/e 
arrive  there  ? 

M  E  D  I  TAT  ION  XX. 

HE  Lord’s  Supper  is  an  ordinance  of  re- 


1  prefentation  on  Chrift’s  part,  bein^;  of  his 
inhitution  ;  and  therefore  of  commemoration  on 
ours.  Of  exhibition  on  God’s  part  \  and  there¬ 
fore  for  reception  on  ours,  of  Chrift  and  his  bene¬ 
fits.  Of  obfignation  on  God’s  part,  fealing  his 
child  ren  ;  and  fhould  therefore  be  a  confirmation 
to  our  faith.  It  is  a  feal  of  God’s  covenant  \ 
and  a  renewal  of  ours. 

We  commemorate  this  evening  our  Lord’s 
celebration  of  the  pafibver,  and  his  inftitution  of 
his  fupper,  with  his  difciples.  We  commemo¬ 
rate  that  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  and  all 
the  terrors  of  that  never  to  be  forgotten  night. 

It  is  a  night  to  be  much  obferved  to  the  Lord 
for  bringing  us  out,  not  from  Egypt,  but  from 
fpiritual  bondage  ;  this  is  that  night  of  the  Lord 
to  be  obferved  of  all  the  fpiritual  Ifrae],  in 
their  generations.”  That  I  may  allude  to  Exod. 
xii.  42.  it  is  a  night  to  be  reniembred,  not  in  an 
annual  way,  that  is  always  too  low  for  the  o-of- 
pel,  but  every  day,  and  efpecially  every  Lol'd’s 
day.  It  was  this  night  he  went  to  that  place, 
where  his  enemies  muft  find  him  j  yea,  where 
divine  juftice  muft  find  him,  and  did  find  and 
apprehend  him.  We  commemorate  his  confiidi: 
and  conqueft  the  following  day,  which  was  alfo 
turned  into  night,  while  he  bung  upon  the  tree. 
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^•by  that  preternatural  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  and 
greater  eclipfe  of  a  greater  and  more  glorious  fun. 

Xhat  the  innocency  of  Chriff  might  appear, 
God  fo  ordered  it,  that  his  judge,  before  whom 
he  was  accufed,  acquitted  him,  and  ftill  infifted 
upon  it,  that  he  was  a  righteous  perfon.  Mat. 
xxvii.  24.  And  at  lafi:,  the  accufation  written, 
and  fet  over  his  head,  was  no  other  than  that  fa¬ 
mous  one,  THIS  IS  JESUS  THE  KING  OF 
THE  JEWS.  What  accufation  v/as  this  ^  Nay 
how  great  and  high  a  title  !  Let  us  therefore  view 
him  in  the  garden,  and  apply  this  title,  THIS  IS 
JESUS,  &e.  Yea,  let  us  come  to  Golgotha,  fee 
him  on  the  crofs,  with  this  title  and  fuperfcription, 

This  is  Jefus  the  king  of  the  Jews  that  is 
to  fay,  the  Saviour,  the  promifed  Mehiah.  Yea, 
let  that  be  the  infcription,  THIS  IS  THE  SON 
OF  GOD,  according  to  that  famous  confeilion 
of  his  before  Pilate,  I  AM  THE  SON  OF 
GOD,  Mat.  xxvii.  43.  Are  we  not  come  forth, 
at  this  time  to  fee  him,  to  fee  Jefus  our  king  and 
Saviour.*^  Are  we  come  to  fee  that  fight  ?  Lukexxiii. 
48.  O  aflonilhing  fight  !  But  let  us  not  fo  look 
upon  his  abafement,  as  to  overlook  his  exaltation. 
He  is  arifen,  he  is  a  reigning  Jefus  ;  he  was  a 
dying,  but  is  a  living  Redeemer.  Go  tell  my 
brethren  (faith  he,  after  he  was  rifen,)  that  they 
go  into  Galilee,  and  there  fhall  they  fee  me.” 
Vv^hither  would  not  a  believer  go  for  a  fight  of 
Jefus  ?  No  doubt  they  will  fpeed  away  to  Galilee. 
It  is  worth  v/hile  to  go  to  this  and  the  other  or¬ 
dinance,  to  travel  many  miles  to  a  fermon,  to 
fee  Jefus,  Many  have  gone,  and  not  been  dif- 

ap- 


Meditailons,  1 35 

appointed.  “  We  fee  Jefus — crowned  with  glo¬ 
ry  and  honour.” 

He  fitteth  at  God’s  right  hand,  and  hath  pro- 
miled  his  children  flrall  fit  down  with  him,  Mat. 
:xix.  28.  Rev.  iii.  21.  In  token  hereof,  he  allov/- 
eth  us  to  fit  down  at  his  table.  Some  oppofe  the 
fitting  pofture  ;  others  reckon  it  an  indifferent 
thins:.  To  me  it  doth  not  feem  fo  :  we  have 

O 

the  pracSlice  of  Chrifc  and  his  Apoftles  to  juflify 
it,  who  ufed  a  table-poflure  ;  and  it  is  of  a  fweet 
and  comfortable  fignification  ;  it  teacheth  us  the 
freedom  our  God  admits  us  to,  in  a  holy  boldnefs 
and  accefs  unto  him.  And  by  faith  we  are  to 
fee  ourfelves  already  fit  down  with  Chrift  in 
heavenly  places,”  Eph.  ii.  6.  and  that  we  fliall 
one  day  fit  down  with  him  in  his  kingdom. 

This  ordinance  is  appointed  for  the  increafe  of 
our  faith,  and  ftrengthening  of  our  fouls :  wherein 
God  is  condefeending  to  our  great  weaknefs  (fee¬ 
ing  we  are  fuch  poor  fenfible  creatures)  to  fpeak 
to  our  very  fenfes  ;  that  we  might  fee,  with  our 
eyes,  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  evidently  fet  forth  as 
crucified  ;  and  hear,  with  our  ears,  his  gracious 
voice,  bidding  us,  eat,  and  welcome  ;  that  we 
might  taffe  his  love  when  we  tafle  the  bread  ; 
that  when  vre  perceive  the  favour  of  the  wine, 
v/e  might  fmell  the  favour  of  his  good  ointments. 
O  what  a  divine  and  precious  fragrancy  !  that 
we  might  feel  and  handle  the  word  of  life, 
(i  John  i.  I.)  when  we  take  the  bread  and  the 
cup.  Thus  doth  Chrifl  fpeak  to  our  fenfes  in  this 
holy  ordinance. 

Nor  let  us  forget  the  advice  of  God  himfelf  to 
Samuel,  when  he  fent  him  to  anoint  David, 

ii  Sam. 
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I  Sam.  xvi.  7.  “  Look  not  on  his  countenance 
or  on  the  height  of  his  ftature  for  the  Lord 
feeth  not  as  a  man  feeth,  &c.”  Don’t  look  on 
the  meannefs  of  the  elements,  which  may  feem 
contemptible  to  the  eye  of  fenfe.  What  is  a 
mouthful  of  bread,  and  a  little  portion  of  wine  ? 

he  worfhip  of  the  temple  was  more  magnificent 
than  tne  worfhip  of  the  New  Teftament.  Men 
for  pomp  in  the  place,  and  pomp  in  the  wor- 
ihip,  Sut  fee  the  meannefs  and  fimphcity  of  the 
gofpel  ;  a  little  bread  and  wine.  Nor  do  we  read 
of  filverdifhes,  or  golden  chalices  :  I  fufped  our 
Saviour  ufed  none  of  them.  Men  would  make 
up  with  fhew,  what  they  want  of  faith.  Let  us 
try  if  we  can  fee  the  greatnefs  of  the  thin?  fig- 
niiied,  under  the  meannefs  of  thefe  figure"s  and 
reprefentations  ;  if  we  can  fatisfy  outfelves  in 
converfe  with  an  humble  Jefus,  fet  forth  in  an 
humble  manner  to  our  faith.^ 

Meditation  XXL 

WE  come  to  view  the  price  of  redemption, 
how  great  it  is  !  Our  God  hath  put  re¬ 
demption  betwixt  us  and  others  ;  as  it  is,  Exod.. 
yiii.  23#  margin.  Now  redemption  fuppofeth 
captivity  and  mifery  redeemed  from  :  O  let  us 
confider  what  we  are  redeemed  from  ;  who  hath 
redeemed  us  j  and  what  price  we  are  redeemed 
with.  Not  any  thing  of  a  fmall  value,  but  with 
a  price  of  greater  value  than  heaven  and  earth  ; 
with  blood  of  greater  worth  than  the  blood  of 
the  whole  creation,  of  angels,  and  of  men,  if  I 
may  fo  fpeak.  We  want  notliing  but  faith  in  it. 
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and  a  fcnfe  of  hy  to  Avallow  us  up  with  admira-r 
lion,  aftoniihment,  and  praife.  Ought  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ifrael  not  to  negledf  keeping  the  pafTover^ 
hecaule  it  was  a  commemoration  of  fo  great  a 
deliverance  as  that  of  Egypt  ?  And  fhall  believers 
neglecb  celebrating  the  memorial  of  a  far  greater 
deliverance  ?  And  were  they  at  the  celebration 
thereof  to  talk  of  the  occahon  ?  Exod.  xii.  26, 
27.  And  (hall  not  our  thoughts  be  filled,  and  our 
admiration  raifed,  at  the  thoughts  of  redemption 
from  fpiritual  and  eternal  bondage  ? 

This  was  the  relief  of  a  finning  Ifraelite  ;  he 
might  bring  a  facnfice  ;  he  might  come  to  the 
prieft  to  make  atonement  for  him.  But  this  is  our 
relief^  we  may  come,  by  frelh  applications,  to 
tnis  facrifice  of  Chrifi:.  We  have  finned  liiice 
v/e  were  laft  at  this  table.  Let  us  not  fiand  tfie 
farther  ofi';  we  have  the  more  need  to  come  to 
him,  who  is  our  altar,  priefl:,  and  facrifics. 
Now  herein  is  the  grace  of  God  :  facrifices  of 
old  were  at  the  cofi:  of  the  offender ;  but  this 
great  one  facrifice  is  provided  at  the  cofi:  of  him 
who  was  offended,  wherein  he  provideth  for  his 
own^  fatisfadion.  God  might  have  held  us  to 
provide  an  offering,  to  bring  our  fiicrifice  :  but 
Oy  then,  how  fad  had  been  our  cafe  !  Blefied  be 
God,  wdio  hath  provided  himfelf  a  lamb.  This, 
is  our  fin-offering,  our  trefpafs-offering,  our 
burnt-ofi’ering,  our  peace-offering,  and  afl.  Nor 
need  we  any  other.  ^  Lo  I  come  (faith  he)  to 
do  thy  will,  that^  is,  to  be  a  facrifice.  Let  us 

the  eye  of  faith.  This  love 
or  Jelus  Chrifi  is  like  the  box  of  precious  oint- 
DiC^t,  which,  when  it  was  broken  up,  filled  ail 

the 
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the  houfe  with  odour.  Such  is  thy  love  to  us,  O 
blelTed  Jefus  !  Such  is  thy  people’s  love  to  thee, 
though  not  with  the  like  reafon. 

Sin  made  a  great  and  wide  breach  between  God 
and  us  ;  and  Chrift  undertook  to  make  it  up. 
He  is  here  fet  forth  as  a  peace-maker.  It  was 
his  great  defign  to  reconcile  God  to  man,  and 
man  to  God.  Not  that  God  needed  our  friend- 
fhip,  but  we  needed  his.  Fie  was  not  firft  in  the 
breach,  but  he  was  firft  in  the  reconciliation.  Sm 
made  the  breach  ;  let  us  for  ever  hate  it.  Chrifl: 
made  it  up  3  let  us  for  ever  love  him. 

Love  has  done  all  for  us.  Love  gives  us  our 
daily  bread,  and  daily  cares  for  us  :  but  love 
provided  the  bread  and  water  of  life.  Love  gave 
the  bullocks  out  of  the  herd,  and  fheep  out  of 
the  fold  ;  but  love  gave  the  immaculate  Lamb  of 
God.  Do  we  not  admire  God  in  our  table-mer¬ 
cies  ?  How  he  gives  his  good  creatures  for  us, 
the  poor  lambs,  and  calves,  and  oxen,  finlefs, 
harmlefs  creatures,  which  is  more  than  we  are? 
Truly,  we  are  very  unthankful,  if  we  do  not. 
But  what  fhall  we  fay,  when  the  flefh  and  blood 
of  Chrifl  is  fet  before  us,  as  the  food  of  our 
fouls  ?  When  Chrifl:,  the  Son  of  God,  gave  his 
life  a  ranfom  for  many  ?  O  how  precious  is  life  ^ 
Every  one  of  us  valueth  his  life  at  more  than  all 
the  world.  Therefore  a  man  will  giv^e  all  for 
his  life.  Of  what  ineflimable  value  then  was 
the  life  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  who  was  the  prince  of 
life,  the  Lord,  the  fountain  of  life  ?  How  ought 
we  to  account  of  it  !  It  was  more  than  ten  thou- 
fand  worlds,  if  there  had  been  fo  many.  This 
v/as  the  price  of  our  redemption.  He  gave  his 
life.  Love  can  rife  no  higher. 
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Meditation  XXIL 

IT  is  the  biood  of  the  teftament  that  is  repre- 
fented  here,  even  as  it  feals  and  confirms  the 
teffament.  P"or  a  teffament  is  of  force  after  men 
are  dead,  not  before,  Heb.  ix.  17.  Let  us  look 
upon  oiirfelves  as  legatees  of  the  great  teflator, 
our  Lord  Jefus.  O  let  us  view  by  faith  the 
New  Teflament  fealed  with  blood,  and  the 
teffator’s  love  therein.  Let  us  be  receiving  and 
taki  ng  in  his  legacies,  which  he  has  bequeathed 
to  us.  Thefe  are  his  love-tokens,  the  gifts  of  a 
dying  Jefus.  And  he  lives  to  be  the  executor  of 
his  own  teftament,  which  no  other  ever  did. 
So  that  the  legacies  of  him  that  died,  are  the 
prefencs  of  him  that  lives.  BlefTed  Jefus  !  how 
many  endearments  are  there  in  thy  love  ! 

I  perceive  (faid  he)  that  virtue  has  gone  out 
from  me.’’  It  is  fo  ftili.  Virtue  from  Chrift  in 
heaven  can  reach  the  foul  here  on  earth.  And 
do  not  thy  people  perceive  it  too  ?”  We  feel  it 
in  a  promife  :  vre  feel  it  in  an  ordinance  ;  v/e  find 
ourfelves  dead,  and  anon  v/e  are  quickened.  A 
look,  a  touch  from  thee,  puts  the  wheels  in  mo¬ 
tion.  May  virtue  proceed  from  thee,  and  that 
we  may  find  in  our  fouls  that  we  are  healed  ! 

And  let  us  rcceive  the  remifiion  of  fins.  On 
the  day  of  atonement,  when  the  high-priefl  en¬ 
tered  into  the  holieft-  of  all,  all  the  fins  of  the 
people  were  atoned  for,  and  forgiven  to  that  day. 
So  here  we  are  to  receive  the  pardon  of  our  fins 
that  are  pall,  to  this  prefent  day,  to  this  very- 
hour.  We  are  to  receive  an  acquittance  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world,  the  time  of  old 
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Adam’s  fin,  unto  this  day,  and  the  virtual  par¬ 
don  of  all  to  come  ^  and  therefore  alfo  to  mourn 
over  all  our  fins,  Adam’s  and  our  own,  tho’  that 
alfo  is  ours,  Deut.  xxiv.  i8.  Ifrael  muff  remem¬ 
ber  they  had  been  bondmen  in  the  land  of  Egypt, 
Now  let  us  remember  we  once  were  bondmen  \ 
but  O  !  glorious  redemption,  rich  remiiiion, 
perfecSf  healing  and  falvation  I 

We  are  to  look  upon  ourfelves,  and  one  ano¬ 
ther,  as  the  members  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  our  Father.  Then  fhail  we  fee  our  own 
dignity,  and  love  one  another.  Communion  v/ith 
one  another  is  as  well  fignihed,  as  really  enjoyed, 
by  that  one  bread,  i  Cor.  x.  17.  This  blood  is 
faid  to  be  filed,  not  only  [for  you],  but  [for 
many].  See  hov/  Clirift  deals  about  his  love  in 
the  diflribution  of  the  bread  and  wine,  and  gives 
to  every  one  a  part.  It  may  fometimea  be  com¬ 
fortable  to  remember,  how  of  old,  he  that  ga¬ 
thered  moft  had  nothing  over,  and  he  that  ga¬ 
thered  lefs  had  no  lack.”  However,,  our  foul- 
nouriiliment  depends  on  living  upon  Ch riff,  the 
bread  of  life.  Our  baptifm,  which  is  a  fign  of 
our  regeneration  and  ingrafting  into  Chriff, 
(which  is  but  once)  is  therefore  but  once  to  be 
adminiffred  :  but  this  ordinance,  which  is, a  fign 
and  means  of  nourifhment,  is  oft  to  be  admi¬ 
niffred.  Do  this,  as  oft  as  ye  do  it,  in  re- 
memhf'ance  of  me.”  ‘  The  analogy  is  in  the 
**  erFedls  :  for,  as  bread  feeds  our  bodies  for  this 
^  temporary  life  ;  fo  alfo  the  body  of  Chriff,  re- 
‘  ceived  by  faith,  feeds  our  fouls  to  eternal  life. 

^  Again,  as  bread  pafTes  into  .our  nature,  that  it 
^  may  be  one  with  us  3  fo  the  body  of  Chriff, 
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^  received  by  faith,  is  united  with  us,  that  we 
^  are  one.’  Adaccov. 

AdEDITATION  XXIIT. 

WE  are  a  week  nearer  the  end  of  our  jour¬ 
ney  than  ^the  lad:  fabbath  ;  a  month 
nearer  than  the  lait  breaking  of  bread  :  are  we 
nearer  to  heaven  ?  Rorn.  xiii.  11.  I'hen  only  are 
vre  fo,  when  we  are  more  meet  and  ht  for  it. 
That’s  the  defign  of  this  ordinance.  O  what 
do  we  get  from  time  to  time,  while  we  fit  under 
the  fhadow  of  Ehiift’s  love  ?  Are  we  ilrength- 
ened  for  our  journey. 

How  many  years  hath  Chrid  come  feeking 
fruit  in  this  vineyard,  not  only  three  years,  bu^ 
many  more  ?  And  how  many  times,  in  that 
corripafs  of  time,  have  we  been  at  our  Lord’s  ta¬ 
ble  r  Jcfus  Chnft  keeps  account  of  the  time, 
Jcr.  XXV.  3.  How  are  the  years  pafTing,  fmce 
we  came  lad  into  gofpel-order  and  fettiement  ? 
nnce  Chrid  placed  an  unworthy  creature  in  his 
relation  and  cdice  ?  Sad  wdll  it  be,  if  he  hath 
lought  fruit,  and  found  none.  But  I  hope  bet¬ 
ter  things,  and  tnat  now  is  our  falvation  nearer 
than  when  we  believed.” 

When  v/e  have  not  thofe  enjoyments,  and  fee 
not  that  fruitfulnels  w^e  dedre,  let  us  be  hum¬ 
bled,  but  not  difcouraged  ;  knowu'ng  that  we  are 

r?r  ordinances,  but  upon  Chrid 

himlelf,  believing  that  he  hath  done  all  the  p-ood 
we  (hould  have  done,  and  1‘atished  for  what  w^e 
have  done  amifs.  This  will  be  our  fupport. 
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Meditation  XXIV. 

OW  doth  the  poor  world  live  without 
communion  with  ChriH:  1  And  how  do 


believers  content  themfelves  to  live  a  day  without 
fenfible  communion,  feeing  he  is  our  life,  our 
food,  our  all  ?  Do  you  not  live  a  whole  day, 
yea  days,  and  perhaps  a  week  together,  without 
fenfible  heart-communion  ?  Are  you  contented 
fo  as  to  bodily  food  ?  And  do  you  know  whether 
you  eat  or  no  ?  Can  you  certainly  tell,  whether 
you  have  fed  upon  Chrifl:  or  no,  iince  you  were 
iaft  at  this  table  ?  O  now  make  a  hearty  meal  ! 
Ezek,  iii.  3.  Caiife  your  fouls  to  feed,  your  faith 
to  feed  on  Chrifl.  -But  O  what  feafl  will  there 
be  above  ! 

Who  can  appear,  who  can  Hand,  before  an  in¬ 
finite  Majeily  ?  Yet,  when  death  comes,  you  are 
called  fo  to  do.  Who  fliall  teach  us  the  laws  of 
that  heavenly  court  ?  Come  to  this  ordinance, 
and  learn.  God  admits  us  to  a  nearnefs,  to  em¬ 
bolden  our  faith  againfl  that  day. 

The  more  Chriftians  converfe  with  Chrifl,  the 
more  they  are  like  him  ;  they  behold,  and  are 
changed  into  his  image.  O  then,  look  earneflly 
on  him,  till,  by  looking,  thou  art  prepared  to 


fee  him  face  to  face. 

Many  are  the  difficulties  of  the  wildernefs  ; 
be  not  difcouraged  at  them.  It  will  be  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  wonderment,  and  alfo  of  joy  and  praife, 
when  thou  art  arrived  fafe  above,  that  ever  thou 
gotil  to  heaven,  that  fo  great  fins  were  forgiven, 
that  thou  didfl  overcome  in  the  conflidl ;  but  it 
will  be  ov/ned  to  have  been  through  him  that 
loved  thee,  and  died  for  thee. 

THE  END. 
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